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Tac gl sinh nam 1953, tli0 c day 017 Vit Nam la giao vién dly van. Hién la dan Vancouver, til u
bang Washington. Bai vilt kI Vil nhingnl Dc clatacgil d hic hli, hlinhDp Vviiqué mii.

Luc con 0 Vit Nam t6i chla bilt gi nhilu v n00c MO ngoai nhi ng kil n thd ¢ thOi trung hO c.
Tr00c khi sang day t6i chl hinh dung n00c MO vOi séng Lucky Luke, vii miln Tay hoang da,
thOi kD ma ngO0ita con dd x6 di tim vang va hinh 0nh ngdi MO trong tac phOm NgdOi MO Tr0m
L0 ng.

Sau khi dit b00c¢ chan diu tién xul ng phi trd0ng Portland, chila kU p ngl n ngl vi nhi ng hinh
Onh mOi 0 thi téi d&a phOisOng sO trd0c vl dlp tuyOt vOicla séng Columbia. MOt séng loang
loang n00c di0i anh nng vang cla mit bulitrla diu he, dlp din dl t6i mudn khéc. Dong
s6ng ménh moéng, hiln hoa lam t6i nh séng Vam CO qué t6i, con séng trong ky 0 c t6i da tdng
bli I0i bay gil dang cin kiltva é nhilm vi d0 th dlc hOi ma con ngl0i trat xul ng.

Columbia River thit sO 1a con séng d0 p nhd md. Séng rIng ddn ndi phli ngan lam hai phi'n
blng mitculao D gila, dl ni2 cay clu blc qua. Bén kia séng la Porland-Oregon va bén nay
la thanh phi Vancouver hi0 n hoa clla Washington State.

VOiloOng mOa rdt cao 0 vung nay, Vancouver la mdt thanh phi dip tuyOt vOi. NhD ng con dil0 ng
ngol n ngoéo, lIén dlli xul ng dic, rdng thdng, cay xanh, hoa cU khIp nliglinhD t0iba L0tcla
nh0ng ngay xa x0 a.

NoGi t0i con sdng, cay ¢l nh ma khéng néi t0ingl0i MO 0 day la mOt s thilu s6t trim tring. LOn
dlu tién t6i thOt sO nglc nhién khi thOy nhilu ngd0i 0 tr0m xe buyt chao t6i du téi khéng quen
bilt h. DOn da téi bilt ring mOingd0i diu chao nhau khi gdp. Téi hOc dic O hO cach chao
hii than thidn. Ly thd nhit Ia khi t6i cdm 0n nhO ng dilu hD d& lam cho t6i, m0t sO ng00i ndi "It's
my pleasure".

Luc con sing 0 Viot Nam, do bl n rIn sinh kI hD ng ngay, t6i khéng c6 thii gian va tiln bl c do
hUc til ng Anh, phUichDO t0i MO mOivao hic l0p ESL. HOc tilng Anh 0 d0 tudi 50 khéng phli la
di dang. Sulttuln 0 d0u tién téi chd muln bl culc. Tdi da hoan toan khéng hillu gi va thit sO
mul n khéc kh ¢6 gido hUitdi. Téi da ting la gido vién hOn 25 nam, nay tr0 10i lam hO ¢ tro, t6i
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phiit0 khuyOn khich an 0i minh. NOu khéng di hU ¢ t6i sO 1a ngl0i mu, cam va dil c. Khi vilt
essay trong l0p, t6i da khéng ngdn ngli ca ngli clnh dip cla séng Columbia val0c rdng phi
chi t6i d00c sinh ra c nh con séng dUp nhi vOy. Bai vilt lam éng thO'y David vui, dng n6i rIng
t6i vilt vOi trai tim da cO m.

HOc di0c chut tilng Anh dl khédng bl coi la ¢ milng ma nhi cam, t6i blt dl u di kiD m vil ¢ lam.
Tr00c khi qua day t6i cing c6 nghe néi vl nOn thit nghilp trdm tring 0 MO nh0 ng t6i da khéng
tin. Lam sao ma mit dit nO0c giau cd, nhilu tai nguyén nhl MO ma ngClUi dan thOt nghilp. VOy
ma c6 do, kilm vilc lam 0 day khéng phi dl nhitla ngi0ida I0n tuli chla quen vOicach lam
vilc cla MO 0 day.

NhO ng ngay lang thang di ki m vill c con khing khil'p hO'n la di h#'c anh van. NgdOi MO thOt 10ch
sO. HO khéng muén thué minh h0 ctng néi rit 1a vui vO. DO n da téi thul ¢ Iong cau néi thiIng
nghe: "We are sorry. Right now we don't have anything open. We don't know when. If we have
anything we will call you or keep calling us...." Va thi 0 ng la nhi ng n0i n6i nh0 vOy khéng bao
gil gdildi.

T6i khdng bilt lai xe va r0t sO tilng ding I0n, do dé t6i phli dung xe bus holc di bl. Nhing luc
lang thang di kiom vilc lam t0 n0i nay sang ndi khac, n00c mOt i tubn r0i ma khéng dam do
cho ai thly. Téi nh cau ndi 0 dau do ring: "America is the land of opportunities" ma sao chllng
co cai cll hiinao cho tbi cl.

RO téi cing kilm d00c mOt vil c nhing ch ¢c6 4 thang thi bU lay off vi hit viD c. Khi di lam t0i
mOinhOnravOntidng MO it 0i cla minh. Khéng kilm dic vilc gi khac hOn t6i trd IDitilp tic
hic ting MO. Trong thOi gian di hU ¢ t6i vin ¢l ging tim mOt vilc gi d6 d0 lam nhing thOt 1a
kho. 0 d0 tuli cla téi thi cling chla hin la gia nhi ng chi ¢ chi n la khdng con trll nl a, t6i hilu
ring kh6 ¢6 hang xd0ng nao muln miOn mOt ngd0i I0n tuli, khéng con nhanh nhi n va thil u
kinh nghil m lam vid ¢ nhO t6i.

BOn nam 0 MO t6i dung hIn 2 nam di hi ¢ tilng Anh. Vil ¢ hd ¢ n6i tidng MO t6i c6 phC n lang tung
nhO ng t6i vil't thi c6 phin viing vang hOn mOy c6 tr0 tuli hOc cung IDp. Trong I0p t6i la hi ¢ sinh
gili nhi ng khi tro chuyl n giao tid p thi t6i luén chl m hO n nhO ng ngd0i khac.

T6i co mit kD nidm dlp la di0c bao The Columbian dang hinh trén trang nhit cla t0 Bussiness

2/4



Vancouver, Qué MCi

T&#225;c Gi&#7843;: Kim Loan Lé
Ch&#250;a Nh&#7853;t, 02 Th&#225;ng 8 N&#259;m 2009 22:17

khi t6i mOi hOc level three; va I0n thd tr00ng thanh phd Vancouver din tham I0p h ¢ nam nay,
t6i 6 han hinh chlp riéng vOi 6ng mOt t0m hinh lam kO ni m.

Nam ngoai 6ng thi'y David h0i t6i: "What have you done since you arrived here?" t6i bult mid ng
néi "nothing". David hii ng00c I0i: "Nothing? Did you speak English in your country?" TOt nhién
t6i tr0 10§ khdng va 6ng hii til p: "What language you are talking to me?" t6i tr0 I0i "English" va
ong nai til p: "Don't be pessimistic! At least, you have done one thing. You must be proud of
that, with your age, and you began to study English in here"... Ong con néi nhilu I0i 60 ng vién,
khuy0 n khich.

TriOng hOcO MO c6 cach giao dic rit t0t. Cé gido Sara cla téi thil ng hay khuyl n khich hiic
tro khi 6 hii did u gi ma chang t6i khéng bil't. C6 ludn nholn midng cOiva ndi rlt vui vO:
"Don't worry, that is why you are in here." Téi phiic ngi0i MO 0 di0m hO chl nhin vao cai minh
lam d00c va hay tim thd d0 khen du la chuydn nhO. NgOUi Viot Nam minh it ai khen ai, khng
hiDu t0i sao. Téi nghT ring tacin hic hdiD ho théi quen t0t nay, mit I0i néi nhD nhang vui vO
sO lam O0m long ngl0i nghe, it ra trong khol nh khi c.

Khéng phii chD khé khan 0 chd ki0m job, t6i con gl p nhil'u th0 khé khan trong cul ¢ s ng hang
ngay. Téi bl shock v nhilu thO ma nhilu nhit la b0 n khéng ma t6i hay néi dua vii miy nglUi
hic cung I0p: "I have four nothing: no job, no friend, no money, no house".

0 Vilt Nam t6i co théi quen th ¢ khuya, dC ¢ sach holc vilt dam truyd n ngd n kid m s ng. Khi
sang day khoéng hilu t0i sao t6i vO n luén thi ¢ khuya va rit bul n ngd vao khollng 4, 5 gil sang.
T6i khdng cé thoi quen ndi nhilu, dilu dé rit b0t I0i khi til p xdc. HIu hit nhing ngl0i MO t0i
glp hoOc tilp xtc dlu vui v holt bat. Tdi thi ngliUc ITi, va luén cOm thdy minh nh0 hOt hii khi
cl ging hoa nhip viculc sOng mOi. Co giao t6i ndi la "You've gotten a culture shock." Qul
thOt t6i b0 nhil u céi shock qua.

Khéng tim di0c vilc gi dl lam, t6i c0 gl ng v n ding nhing gi téi c6 thd lam d00c d0 kil m
siing. Téi nhOn ¢l vilc gi0 trd nhi ng ctng khéng di dang. VOi vOn tilng Anh t6i t0 gili thiDu
minh trén craiglist website nhl ng viln khéng mit til ng vang. C6 ngi i bdn hic cung I0p nGi vOi
t6i 1a dl ng c6 thanh thOt qua khi di tim vil ¢ nhi ng t6i vln la nh0 vy, khong thD nao ndi ring cé
trong khi minh thOt sO khéng. T6i t0 dang bdo dU tim b0t kD vil ¢ gi nhilng cting khdng cé k't
qu mdy.
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Du sao, t6i viln thO 0 ng bt g0 p minh tholi mai va di chdu vi téi bil't r0ng t6i may mOn hin dlng
bao cla téi, nhOng ngll0idang 0 Vilt Nam, la di0c thd mdt b0u khéng khi t0 do ma nhil u dan
tOc dang 00c ao. Téi hiy 0 day phl nl may mOn hOn nhidu phd n0 khac trén thl gili nhit la
ph0 nd Vit Nam. HO gOn nh0 khéng b0 I0 thulc vao ngli dan éng kU ¢l co gia dinh hay
khéng. HO ¢6 cul ¢ sing riéng cla h va bilt cach hiOng thD culc sOng ma thiOng dl ban cho.
HO g0n nhD chd ddng trong mOithd va c6 dl nang l0c thd hiDn sO chd dng d6. Trong khi ngO Ui
ph0 nd Viot Nam gin nhi quén hd c6 mOt cullc dli ki ¢ khichOa holc da 0y ching. Ba sl
ph0 nd Vilt Nam sl ng cho gia dinh, ngd0ithan ma quén di rd ng minh cting cé mit culc dii, hO
g n nhd khéng bilt hi0ng thO cul ¢ s ng quy gia ma hi chd nhOn dic mit10n trong dUi. ThOt
ra hO khong c6 s 10a chin. Phi n0 0 day quO thOtla may mOn khi h0 hOOc sinh ra trén mOt dot
nd0c t0 do miOc du ddi khi sO 10 do dé hii qua trin.

Téi yéu dit nO0c t6i. Téi nhd nli chén nhau cOt r0n cla minh, cai x0 sl nghéo nan bao nhiéu
I0n b0 vOtkiOt bOi chil n tranh nhi ng t6i cting bdt dJu yéu mOn vung dit mOi nOi t6i chl mOi b0t
dlu phin ddicon I0i cla minh. Téi chla thit sO tin la minh d0 ¢ théng vilt thD o tilng MO nhO ng
nay ngon ngd thd hai ctng do giup t6i khi di ra ngoai giao til p vOi ngd0i khac ma khéng phli lo
sU. Dilu l0n nhitva quan trdng nhit 14 téi da tr0 thanh céng dan MO trong thii gian ngln hi'n
nhidu ngd0i. Téi co6 thd t0 hao ma ndi vOi éng thl'y cla téi rdng it nhit t6i ciing lam di0c mOt
dilumatditing Op 0. Téi da cé thé chuyln tro vui vi vOinhIng ngldi MO hang xém vOi thai dl
t0 tin hOn. T6i co6 thd di d6 day mOt minh ma khéng phli lo 10 ng

MOiIDn cé dO0p di dau xa khi trd 10i Vancouver t6i c6 cdm giac yén On nhi tr0 vO nha thOtsO cla
minh, nhi ai dé da néi "khdng sinh thanh thi ciing giii qué hi0ng." Bay cing la qué hi 0 ng thd
hai cl a t6i. T6i t0 m bl ng long vOi nhi ng thD minh c6 va n0 10 ¢ tim con d00ng di cho phin dli
con I0i. T6i khéng mudn du hang hoan ¢ nh hil n nay, téi tin c6 d0 nh mOnh va di nh mO nh mOi
con ngl0i tuy thul c vao tinh cach con nglii dé.
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