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HO ng nam d0n khol ng gila thang 01 nhi'ng ngl Ui di lam s0 nhOn di0c cac gily t0 co lién quan
din vil ¢ khai thull 101 t0 ¢ (income tax)

nhO gily chOng nhin (forms) thu nho p W-2, cung vii cac m0u chi ng nhi n thu nhi p khac nhi
1099-MISC, 1099-INT, 1099-DIV, 1099-R, W-3, 1096, 1099-PATR, 1098-T, 1098, 1099-S,
1099-A, 1099-B, 1099... d0 c¢6 thO khai thul 10i t0 ¢ (income tax). Sau d6 tuy theo [1] sO ti0n lam
di0c nhilu hay it trong nam (tinh trén t0ng sO thu nhd p dda theo thul billu - tax rate), [2] c6
nudi con holl ¢ phUi chi trd nhing phO cOp cho ngl0ithan hay khéng, [3] c6 déng ti0 n cho minh
di hOc hollc cho con em di hiic (d00c gdi la tin chD midn thul - tax credit), [4] c6 quyén gop tiln
cho cac cl sl xa hii, t0 thiln (personal deductions)... sO tiln bn s d00c lanh vO (tax refund)
hoUc phii dong I0i vi bOn nO thul (tax owed).

SO thul IRS - Internal Revenue Service la nii ng00i ta néi d0n nhilu nhit vi day la n0it0t cO
nhOng ai cé di lam va khai thuD s gii h0 sO c0a minh ddn day. VOi mitsO kha déng co thu
nhOp thO p (va c6 con nhi) thii gian mua khai thul h0 mong sO nhin dd0c chut tion thul 1&nh vO
bli sO tiln thul di0c SO thud gil 10i (tax withholding) trong thUi gian hO di lam; cung v i mOt s
tin chd mi0 n thud nh0 cé con nhi, di hO'c, mua nha I0n ddu... MOt dilu chung ta cOn hilu rd la
chl nhOlng ngd0i c6 di lam va co I0i t0c (income) mii cdn khai thud I0i t0c. NhO ng ai khéng di
lam (hoU ¢ di lam qua it til n) khéng phOi khai thul.

NOi d0 n khai thul thu nh p, ng00i ta nght ngay (khéng phli chd c6 chuyln I0y tion vO holc s
dong ra; song hd con quan tam din chuyln IOy v di0c bao nhiéu hol ¢ sO phii déng ra nhilu
hay it). Vi thO trong thang 01, sau khi nhOn di0c dly dO cac gily t0 lién quan di n khai thul,
ngl0ita s di so sanh, di t0i cac van phong khai thull d0 coi nli nao “ldng lach” t0t nhOt d0 giup
ho 10y vO d00c cang nhilu cang t0t, hol c cang déng it cang hay.

TOt nhién, kI nghO d0ch v khai thul I0it0c la mOt kO nghO haira bl c trong nhil ng thang dliu
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tién cla nam (tinh t0 15 thang 01 cho din 15 thang 04). Khéng chl ¢6 nhilng tén tuli hang dl u
trong Iinh vO ¢ khai thul 107 t0c nhD H&R Block, Jackson Hewitt Tax Services, Liberty Tax
Service, cung vOi rdt nhil u nhi ng van phong khai thul co6-con mOc¢ [én nhd nOm vao mua khai
thu; vOn luén sUm u0t nhO'n nhd p nhD mOt ddch v mang tinh thii v. B&n cl nh nhi ng van
phong khai thul nhilu chO0ng trinh nhu li0u (software) giup ngl Ui dan t0 khai thud 0 nha dilc
tung ra thd trd0ng nhO Turbo Tax, Tax-ACT, Drake Software... khidn cho mua khai thu thém
phin rém r0. NhO ng ai cO n thd n va chiu khé sO ngUi xull ng t0 khai thul cho minh. Con nhi ng
ng00ingdilam vilc vli cac con s, lam billng dl ¢ tai li0 u, hol ¢ khéng c6 chuat kil n thl ¢ nao v
thul, hO sO dem cac gily t0 thul ra van phong khai thul 1a khO e nhOt.

Mua thud nhn nhOp la thD, song miy ai bilt vO I0ch sO cla thul IDitdc 0 MO ra sao. TOt nhién,
mUOinam s c6 nhdng ching trinh thay ddi vO thul va ng00i lam cong tac khai thul thu 10 phi
(cting nhd ngd0it0 khai thud) cOn nOm ving. DOu vly nhing y t00ng vO thul no6i chung (va thul
I0i t0 ¢ ndi riéng) ludn b0t ngul n t0 nhing nOn t0ng I0ch sO thul xa xOa. TO thdicd diivilc danh
thul da xult hiln (ngd0i Ai COp x0a) trong do6 thul di0c thu bl ng ngd clc, gia suc, holc diu
O-liu. Ngay nay, ngi0ita vdn con gil 10i d00c nhO ng philn da moé t0 vO thu thuD va chuyln dan
tinh ca than céac kholln thu h0 nl'p quéa cao. Con vao thii ngli0i Do Thai diDi ach dé hi cla b0
Qulc La-M&, hii dé nhi ng ai hanh nghl thu thul cho Rome bl khinh ghét va diilc lilt vao
danh sach ngang hang vii nhing ng00i t0i I0i.

Ngay t0 thul xa x0a 0y con ngilida khéng 0a gi chuyln nlp thul. Ngay cl bay gil dilam
chOng ai muln minh b0 tr0 thu0, nhing ngl0ita an Jindp thul d0 culinam sO 10y d00c thul
vl (holc s chl phOidéng raithin). TroOng hip ching nOp thul sOm nhOttrong I0ch sO la
tr00ng hip cla NO hoang Boadicea cai qull n cac bl tl ¢ British Isles va ba da ngang nhién ding
lén ching I0i chinh sach thull khéa ning nd cla B0 qulc Rome ap dit [én thin dan cla ba

nh0 ng nam 60 CE. D7 nhién, B0 qulc Rome khdéng thl cho phép vl nl hoang nay diIc yén[n
vli thai d0 d6. KOt qud la ba da bl nic ra danh don, hai cd con gai thi b0 ham hilp d0 tr0ng
phittingd0i md ddm ding Ién ching I0i vilc ndp thul. Tuy viy, NO hoang Boadicea sau dé
da khiln cho B0 qulc Rome phii sling st khiba m0 mitculc trd thu dim mau dindinvilc
giltchdt hin 70,000 ngdi Rome. TriOng hUp chdng I0i chinh sach thul khda khac la tri0 ng

hi p Phu nhan Godiva (th0 kO 11th) da c00i ngOa trdn trul ng trén di0ng phld Coventry ching I0i
vilc ngl Ui chO ng da c6 nhi ng hanh vi boc 10t té didn bing mOt chinh sach thul khoa da man.
Hil n nay hanh ding can d0m cla Phu nhan Godiva di0c ghi l0i qua tranh vO va t00ng t0c dl
ca nglivilc lam cla ba.

ViOiloch sO ngdOi MO, vilc ching nOp thul cho MOu Qul ¢ Anh (Great Britian) xJy ra vao nam
1773 khi nhIng ngd0i dan MO d0u tién (colonists) cli trang nhi ngO0i Indian bOn x0 treo 1én 3
chilc tau viln di0ng cla Anh luc dé dang thd neo t0i COng Boston. HO ddp pha nhi ng thung
hang bl ng gi (chUa tra bén trong) rli hit xul ng biln. DOo dé ngh0i MO bt binh bli chl do

thul khoa r0t n0ng do Anh Quic ap dit qua Blo lult Tem thD (Stamp Act of 1765) danh thul
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lén bao chi, gilly phép dang ky mén bai, nhing bl bai tdy, va nhi ng van kil n lul't phap. KO dé
la BOo ludt Townsend (Townsend Act of 1767) danh thull 1én gily, siin, va tra. Vi th0 hanh d0ng
clanhing ngdOi MO d0u tién ching I0i chinh sach thul khéa clla Anh Quic vi hi tin r0ng cac
lo0 i thul nay blt céng vi Anh Qul ¢ da danh thul ma khéng dim x0a gi din s hiln diln cla h0
(taxation without representation).

Cul ¢ khii nghta cach ming ng00i MO chOng 10i Anh Qul ¢ mOt phln do &p bl c thul khéa. Vi
thD khi thO ¢ hi0 n chinh sach thul ddi vii cong dan ca minh, MO phiicd nhing can nhic rit
cOn thOn, vi h0 cOn tranh chuyln khéng thD 10p IDi chinh sach thul khéa ha khilc nhi cla ngdOi
Anh trl0c d6. Kot qul la vD Thd ky Ngan khd MO la Alexander Hamilton (1755-1804) luc do6 da
tim ra mit cach thu tiln d0 trang tr0i cho chil n phi trong cullc Cach ming chilng Anh Quic
(American Revolution) nam 1791 kha t0 nh khéo Iéo bl ng cach chll danh thull 1én nhing sin
phim lién h0 d0n xa hoa I0 ¢ thu (sin tax) trong d6 r00u mOnh (distilled spirits) b0 khO tr00c tién.
D1 nhién, nhilng ngd0i MO sinh sOing O tidn d0n phia Tay da t0 ra b0t méan vi h0 sOn xult nhidu
r00u whiskey hin ngdi MO sOng 0 b0 phia Béng. SU kil n nay da din din Culc NUidly cla
Whiskey (Whiskey Rebellion) dilln ra vao nam 1789 dili thii cla TO ng thl ng George
Washington ching I0i chinh sach thul danh vao rl0u whiskey.

ChOng phi chd c6 Alexander Hamilton |a ngd0i nght d0 n thu thul d0 trang trdi chi phi chiln
tranh. LOch s xa x0a nhd ngd0i Ai COp cO, ngd0i Rome, thdi kD PhUc hing, va nhilu ni0c
khac da nght di n thu thul d0 c¢é til n xay di ng quan dii. Thu thul thOc ra khong ho mOi 0. Thii
nao cting c6 nhing hinh thi ¢ thu thul . COng nl p cho vua quan ciing la mOt ding thul. 0 Vit
Nam chuang ta c6 thul than (hay con gdi la thul dinh) déng theo sullt ap ding dii vOi dan éng
co t0 thDi HOu Ly (do Vua Thai TO 1én ngdi nam 1009). ROi d0n 100t Phap duy tri lo0i thul than
(capitation) danh 1én ngd0i dan Vilt Nam da dii0c cd Ngbé TOt TO mé t0 r0t kO trong tac phim
TOt Ben. DOo 0y nam dinh t0 13 dln 53 phUi dong sult dinh. Theo thli gia nam 1890, thul sult
dinh hIng nam khol ng 5 d0ng Bong di ng trong khi d6 thu nhilp cla ngh Ui dan chd dilc 2
ding.

ThuD I0it0c ca nhan vl sau nay mOi xult hion. VOy thul [Dit0c la gi? B la loUi thul ngdOi dén
di lam sO déng mit phi n (percentage) sU till n thu nhO p 1am ra cho chinh ph. NgdOi Anh dlin
nam 1799 dl a ra thul thu nhip (hay thul 10it0c) d0 chinh phd c6 di tai chanh chi phi cho cullc
chiln ching I0i ngl0i Phap do Napoleon (1769-1821) chl huy.

Vao nam 1812, MO dUi dil n vOi bai todn t00ng t0 vi chi phi cul c chiln (War of 1812) chiing i
B0 qulc Anh. Vi thd vil c danh thul 10i t0c ca& nhan da di i c chinh phd MO nghi din. Tuy vOy,
cull ¢ chil'n nay da kot thac tr00 ¢ khi thul thu nhi p ca nhan chinh thic tr0 thanh lult. KhinOOc
MO r0ivao cullc ndi chiln (American Civil War), vid ¢ danh thul 10it0c cd nhdan mitilin nDa
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dilc dem ra xét I0i. KOt qul la Qulc hii MO da thong qua Lult Ngan qul (Revenue Act of
1861) chU yOu nhIm vao thull thu nhi p ca nhan. Tuy vy vil ¢ thu thul tr0 nén v6 cung phic
t0p nén sau nhilu I0n di0u chdnh, thul thu nhOp mOi d00c chinh thO ¢ 4p ding qua BUo ludt
ThuD (Tax Act of 1862) vao nam sau. VUi dlo lult thul nay, mOt sO lodi hang héa kU t0 nay sO
bl danh thull nhO 16ng chim, thul ¢ sung, ban bi-a, va da thull c. Ngoai ra, thull I0itlc dilcOn
dinh r6: Nhing ai kilm d00c di0i $10,000 sU phdindp cho chinh phD 3% va nhing kilm di0c
trén $10,000 sU phli n0p 5%. Tuy nhién, vao thli d6 lult thul cho ngl0i dan dilc phép tr0 di
mOt khoOn &p ding c

hung (standard deductible) la $600. Sau dé lult thul thu nhOp diCc tilp tOc chinh sla va culi
cung n6 dilIc hOy b0 hoan toan vao nam 1872.

Vao nhng nam cla thd p nién 1890, Chinh quyln Lién bang MO bOt d0 u nght ddn chuyl n danh
thul. Trong qua khi, ngul n thull d00c thu t0 nhOp khdu va xudt khOu cung vOi thul danh I1én
mOt sO loli hang hoa. DT nhién danh thul nh0 thd sO Onh h00Ong din chD mOt thilu s c& nhan
trong nh ng ph m vi nay. Vi thd chinh phl MO nght d0n chuyln c6 mit h0 thO ng thuD &p dit
cong bing lén tdt cd miinglUi. M6 hinh thul bilu ngd0i c6 thu nhi p cang cao si dong thul
cang nhilu (graduated-scale) diil ¢ cho la cong bl ng vOitlt cO cdng dan MO. Vi thO chinh
quyln lién bang da dila ra chl d0 thul thu nhOp ap d0t Ién toan qul c vao nam 1894. Tuy vy
khol n thul d00c ap ditcho mOitidu bang dia trén dan s cUa riéng tilu bang dé nén Toa TOi
Cao clla MO vao nam 1895 da bac bl lult nay vi cho la vi hil n.

B0 tho ramit hl thOng lu0t thu thul IDi t0c 1&u dai, Hil n phap MO cin dilc sfa dii. Vi thD nam
1913, Tu chinh &n 16th cla Hiln phap di0c soln thio bl hin mic thul Lién bang I0 thul c vao
dan s Tilu bang vOil0ilD ghil0inhD sau: "Qulc hOic6 quydn danh thul thu nhOp t0 t0t cO cac
nguln I0i, khéng cl n tuan thl d0n dén sO cla riéng mii tilu bang, va khéng cin din bltcl ylu
t0 phéan bl dan si nao (The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes,
from whatever source derived, without apportionment among the several States, and without
regard to any census or enumeration). KOt qul, cung nam 1913 d6 h0 thO ng lul't thul thu nhOp
ca nhan da ra diii va miu thul 1040 d0u tién di0c sO ding.

Hi0 n nay, SO thul IRS cla MO thu vO khollng $1.2 t0 t0 khollng 133 trilu h0 sO thul khai ca
nhan hang nam. Ngoai ra, mit sU til u bang cla Md con danh thém thull thu nhp ca nhéan clp
tid u bang (state income tax) ching |Ién thul thu nhO p cOp Lién bang (federal income tax). Hil'n
cO 7 tilu bang 0 MO khéng danh thul til u bang gl m: Alaska, Florida, Nevada, South Dakota,
Texas, Washington va Wyoming. Con hai tillu bang khac la New Hampshire va Tennessee chll
danh thul ti0u bang Ién thu nhi p tidn I0i chia t0 ¢ phin diu td (dividend) va thu nhi p t0 lai
sultdiu tl (interestincome).
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NGi tom [0, thul thu nhOp 0 MO la mOtvOn d0 gay cOn, ludn thu hat sO quan tdm c0a ngl0i dan,
dingilnvino gin lidn ddn mOt kholn thu nhip cla hi sO phdidong ra cho chinh phll. Hang
x00ng luén gil I0i mOt phOn thul theo lult ddnh. NOu bOn muln SO Thul @il nhilu hOn miOcOn
dinh-d0 cudinam bOn s [0y vO - hoOc tranh phiin0 thuO vi thud gi0 tr00c (tax withholding)
qua it, hang b n lam vill ¢ sO giap b n trd thém til n. Ngoai ra, vi chinh sach thull thu nhi p thay
dli hD ng nam (va cting la ngudn tiln d0 chinh phO chi ti€u cho nhil u khol n chi phi) nén t0i
nhOng dip bOu cO, chinh s&ch thull cla cac Ong cl vién TOng thing dla ra lubn di0c ngl0i dan
theo doi rit kO I00nNg.

Théi thi dao giang tuy khuc, nhil p gia tuy t0c. B0 n Rome thi phi x0 thd theo tOc 10 cla ngl0i
Rome. SOng 0 MU thi phdian 0 theo I0i MO. Bi lam phOi déng thul. 0y cling la chuyln |0
th00ng. Ma ngdm ra thu0 0 MO r0t cdng bl ng (ai ctng nhi ai) va ti0n thul di0c sO ding dau
vao do, rit minh bl ch, chD khéng bl biln th0, an chin, gidu dut. ROi v gia tiln tr0 cOp cdng t0
thul minh dong ma ra. Nght I0i ch0t thOy do6 cing la cai may min ca minh, nhi ng di dan co
diOc cO hbisinh siing thi day. Chl con 0 nhiDu nOi, 0 hOidd dilam, d0 d00c déng thul, di c6
di0c tuli gia thong thl, mOy didu may mOn nay xem ra con khuya mii c6 di0c.

Nguyln Th Sinh
Vidt t0 Dallas

(Theo , http://www.govspot.com/know/incometax.htm )
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