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- Thién m&, L0 u mé& gl p Khéng kil p, anh nght coi, bilt tri0c b0 ticket , vy ma cting khdng
thoat khii . L0 u m& nam nao ciing di 4 goc, ding Song hao ding Khong kilp clatui 0 DOn
Than TO hOi, lam sao ma tranh khii ticket day, Tr0i?

Tac gil la mit nha giao M u tri, c@ dan Riverside,l da gop nhil u bai vilt dic bil t cho gil i
thiOng Vidt Bao t1 nam dlul tién, va nhln git i Chung KOt Viot VO NOOc M1 2009. Sau day la
baivilt miinhltcla éng.

Culi thdng Tam, mit dém t6i via t0 First street r0 vé Harbor, tinh ra freeway 22 East v i
Riverside thi thly xe c0 nh sat chlp den xanh d loang loang sau Il ng. Théi rdi, nam nay til u
hin,I0udlihincd Mava LOu ma dling Khdong kil p thi b0 ticket 1a céi chic, bilttri0c ma vin
khong tranh diDc.

- Where are you headed, son?

Son? B0 t6i tr0 10 m sao ma “officer” kéu “con” ngon lanh vy cha? Chi c t0 0 ng teenager nao
chly 0u chang? Bang suy nght bl 10i gi, thi chang police MO tring b0 Oc I0i cla, dom vao, chl
cai den head light dang trl 0 ¢ dang “high-beam”.

- Anh m0 dén “pha” lam mu m0t thién h0 dang lai xe.

V0Oy sao? VUi vang “l am sorry..” .

- Xin 101, t6i t00ng quén chla md dén nén bltthém mitnic nla... | am sorry...
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- Your drivers licence, registration...please.

Anh ta cim gily t0 vO nglitrong xe mOt lGc, minh t00ng cung I0m thi chO tr0 10§ c0 nh cao mil ng
thoi, hlido 0 Fresno, cting vy, cdnh sat chd chlp dén mOy I0n cho bilt d0 b0t xulng
low-beam, r0i b0 di, ai de I0n nay h0 muln “ki0m tidn”. Tilu bang bay gil thilu ti0 n, céng s
dau clting tham thl ng nén chic la phUt ticket t0i da bu vao thdm h0t ngan sach. Qul nhién, anh
ta t0i b0t minh ky vé t0 citation vOi t0i tr0 ng “Fail to dim”, néi:

-OK, Mister Pham, khéng bao gil md dén high-beam ban dém, chi tr0 khi nao khéng thl'y cé
den dilng théi.

LOi con doi coi gily bl o hilm xe nla, cho “tron” nhilm v

MOy thang tri0c, bl n bé emailed cho hay til n phit ticket 0 Cali luc nay tang gia khi ng khil p,
chly nhanh qua tic di, hay vi Ot den di, stop sign... d0u phOt 500 ding tr0 1én, nén t0 nhi
thO'm sO 14ai cOn thO n. Nam ngoai, “change lane” khong signal t6i da b0 t0i 300 mdy. Thang rli,
con t6i n6éi chuyll n cell phone trong xe bl 150$. Con lai quén cai “seat belt”, nam kia t6i bl
140%, nghe néi nay da tang lén 175% .

VO nha mdy hém sau, nhan dilp anh Blc, bl n t0 vi bén Orange County, gli qua hli tham la sl
con trai anh, t6i mOi dem chuyln b0 ticket ra than thO:

- Thién m&, L0 u mé& g0l p Khéng kil p, anh nght coi, bilt tri0c b0 ticket , vy ma cting khdng
thoat khii . L0 u m& nam nao ciing di 4 goc, ding Song hao ding Khong kilp clatui 0 DOn
Than TO hOi, lam sao ma tranh khii ticket day, Tr0i?

BPlcclliani:
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- Thi coi nguyOdt hin, thang nao x0u ding di dau hit, n0m nha cho chic an...

-0 MO ma anh bil u dl ng di? Cai xe 1& 2 cai chan. MO nh c6 MA |a sO phii di, khéng O yén mOt
chl.. Bong chung Khéng kil p la mang hia vi di nhidu. 0 Vn t6i dit0 BOc liéu,ROch gia ra tult
t0i Lao cai, Sapa. VOOt bién ghé dio HOi nam, 0 Hong kong, Philippines, qua M0 ,di chi Thai
lan, Nhit, Canada, MO, ThiO si, Phap, Au chau... Di dau ciing khéng sao, chl c6 di 0 Cali la bl
hao tai .

Ba tulln sau, nhin di0c gily bao ticket phit 330$, mul n hi ¢ traffic school thi dong 383$. Thit
la qua dang. V6 y dil den pha ma cting phii hi ¢ traffic school d0 x6a did m trong record. GO
Bic, Blc ciling chii vii, ndi xin ra Tdéa, nan ni chanh an bit. Téi noi:

- Minh phUi tr0 trd0c tiDn phOt, r0i mOi d00c xin ra tda cai anh a. NOu Toa cho minh thing,
dismiss cai ticket, h0 m0i gli “refund check” hoan tidn I0i sau. Téi b0 mOtI0n D toa Los Angeles
rli.HO bay téi xin hoan i ngay ra tba mit hai thang nl a cho cl nh sat ndé quén di, ai dé n6 viin
“show up”, kI t0i minh vanh vach tri0c mdt chanh an, hiit d00ng cai.

- Toa Santa Ana khac, t6i bilt, khdng cn tr0 tri0c dau. BU t6i hdil0i chitilt rdi cho anh hay.

GOi Ly, bOnthOu xay cit nha clal Santa Ana. Ly néi:

-0, tda &n d6 0 xa khu dan ¢, xung quanh cac |0 dl0ng dlu cOm dlu xe. Anh phli dlu xa 2
ba miles, rli di b0 t0i...

Téi nghe thl'y nl'n, nam xui thang hi n, sU hao tai phli danh chlu, n0u “trdnh vO dia” sU “glp vO
dia” chl khac, muln ky check gii trd 330$ quach cho xong, khili thém nght t0i nla. Cling
khéng ¢ n hi ¢ traffic school cho mit cong. Coi kO [T citation, thOy ghi cé quyl n xin ra toa, sU
khong cé police officer dU, ben email hiiy anh Trin qulc SO, tac gil VVNM, kiém hilu tr00ng
traffic school 0 Huntington Beach. SO tr0 IDi:
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- Anh ¢l ra Toa xin chanh an bt xudng, s di0c gilm t0i da doé.

GOp Hoang 0 Anaheim, Hoang néi:

-Emratoadd 210nrli, mOtI0n bl camera ticket, ra cai, n6i “m0y photos nay ngulli khac khéng
phii tui”, néi “hém doé bl n be mi0n xe t6i lai, nhi ng t6i khéng nhi 1a ai”, nén di 0 ¢ “dismissed”.
GOn Toa cé nhiu chi parking céng I0n t0, chi t0n vai ding, anh khéng cOn dlu xe 0 xa r0i di
bl lai dau.

Bl c ciling gili cho hay:

- Anh xin ra toa xin b0t di. B00c do, b0 n téi lam ludt sO chuyén v xe cl noi vly. B0 dilc dlng
nao hay ding dé, t0i gi.

P00c mOy nguli khuyl n khich, bén Ién Internet, theo website trén citation, I0y hiln ngay gil ra
toa. Toa cho cai hIn gllp chanh an 8:30 am ngay thi t0, t0itda an sé 700 Civic Center Drive
West, phong C 46. Bén in sO reservation ra. Check Map quest coi directions lai xe xull ng d6 xa
gin. ThOm nght sO phi ndi nhlng gi vili 6ng “judge”, mang theo ching t0 gi, d0 thuylt phic
6ng ta. Néi minh “thay gido gia da vl hdu, low income, chl dU &n, xin b0t til n phOt xul ng” chic
0ng théng cOm. N6i “m0t téi di bac st kham noi bl cI0m (cataract) nén tr0i t0i khéng thOy rd,
nén dém do, thly phia trilc t0i, t00ng I0m dén chia blt, mUi b0t thém 1 10n n0a thanh ra “high
beam” ma khéng hay”. B0 monthly income statement va kl't qud kham mit vé 1 folder cim
theo, phong hi chanh an doi coi.

TOi thD ba, ti Ién gil0ng sUm d0 sang dl'y s m qua Santa Ana cho ki p gil hi'n 8:30. VIy ma
nda khuya chip chin tinh gidc mOy IOn, I0i nhO0m mOt ngO ti0p, trdn tr0c t0i 4 gi0 khéng ngl
difcnOda,loxash tr0 hin,béndlyria mitthay dl rdi5 gi0 rdinha.

Sang sIm thién hi di lam déng den, nén kit trén freeway hin 1 tilng r00i, t0i tda an kid m public
parking chui vao dllu vl a dung 7:30, thong thD t0i toa “get line” v6 trong, t0i tr0 0 c phong C 46
nglichl. Thoy mOt thanh nién Phi lult tan hay Trung déng ding dé, hii b0 gi, n6i bl camera
ticket, cua trai 0 nga td luc dén bt dl ma khéng bilt vi bl “contre soleil” chéi mit, bl phit
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550%. LOi c6 mdt cod Viét nam tli ngli bén, cling noi bl camera ticket, mUira toa lin diu. C6
ndi bln cé cing bl viy, ma hdm ni dl0c chanh &an dismissed dil dang.

Bang 8:30, mUt nhén vién cOnh satra mO cla cho vao, luc dé dam doéng t0 hUp chd dalénthi7
tam chlc ngl Ui, d0 cac qulc t0ch. Nhi ng nguli MO khéng hilu English phUingdi riéng cac
hang ghl dai bén mit, cé 1 ba MO théng di ch dl ng clt nghta. Ai hilu English thi ngli bén trai
va chinh gilla. Bl ng 6ng cl nh sat hé:

- All, rise...!

MOi nguli dl ng Ién, dng chanh an MO xult hiln, b00c |én bl c, ngdi chinh gilla ban cao, bén
clnh c6 6ng ¢l nh sat va 2 ¢d danh may, ghi chép. Ong mi ¢ 4o thl ng den, téc day mau bl ch
kim, da d0 h0 ng hao, tréng dang mip mip phic hiu 1am t6i cting d0 lo phi n ndo. Ong néi mit
trang dai c6 t0i 10 phat vO luDt traffic phOt nhO ng ai vi ph0 m luCt, California luc nay tang gia phOt
khO ng khil'p, cao nhit n00c MO, vi li do kinh 10 suy thoai, va ca nhan éng khéng thi gidp gi
nhilu di0c cho ba con. Ong néi 6ng sl dictén 110n 10 ngllilén ngli hang ghll dlu, rliting
ngulli nghe t&n gli, s 1&n dl ng “vanh méng nglia” trl 10i 6ng. Ong khéng mul n nghe ai ki I
dai giong, chl mun nghe tr0 I0i van t0t chdn 1 trong 3 options nay: Guilty, NOT guilty, va xin

hi ¢ Traffic School.

MOOi ngO0i d0u Ién éng gili quylt nhanh chéng. Cé Vit nam t6i quen hii n0y khéng hil u til ng
Anh, dng nglin ra, nén dng cho xulng ngli riéng 1 chl, chl théng ddch VN giup sau. Chin
ngl0i con I0i toan bl “Speeding ticket” va “VOUt den di”, bl camera chilp, 550$ phot. Cé ngi0i
nhOn GUILTY ngay, 6ng ndi “qua phong Collection déng tidn nOp phit”, c6 ngdli n6i NOT
GUILTY, éng thO'n nhién “set up” ngay gil ra tdéa (TRIAI) d0 cai vili clnh séat, c6 nguli nbi
“GUILTY va xin hi c TRAFFIC school”, 6ng chi ra Collection déng til n. HIu hi't khéng ai dam
kD 10 phén tr0n dai dong, tr0 m0t cd b0 Camera ticket, n6i khéng c6 lai xe hém d6, mUy hinh
chlp do6 khéng phli la ¢, di ¢ “dismissed” ngay. Toi ngll ¢ nhién sao 6ng khéng thém dom
hinh trén gily vli m0t ¢6 dU so sanh, ma IUi tin ngay di dang nhi vOy. MOt clu MO cao to, béo
t0t U U 17 tuli ding cOnh ba mO, li nhi trd I0i cai gi t6i khdng nghe r6. Nghe 6ng toa noi, mli
doan ra clu lai xe cla cha md bl police chin I0i, 16i ra bl o hiDm chd ¢6 tén cha mi, khong c6
tén cOu. Vi con di hi ¢ khéng co tiln nl p phOt nén dilc 6ng “tda” khoan hi ng cho di lam
community work 10 til ng va vit 1 bai “English essay” nllp , thay vi dong tiln phUt..ThOy vOy, tbi
cting phi n khili, bt lo. Ong nay nhan dilc, x0 ciing ¢6 tinh ¢ ly. Nhi vy, minh ¢6 thl trinh bay
dl xin giOm b0t tidn phOt.
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MOOi ngO0i kD cé tén tdi. Khi nghe gUi tén, t6i 1én trd 10i ngay GUILTY cho éng vui v, nhing I0t
dit n6i thém il n:

- T6i b0 con mOt co6 cataract nén dém do lai xe thl'y dang tr00c t0i qua, ti0ng I0m chla blt dén,
nén bltthém 1 I0n nda, té ra la high-beam, vi a ltc police thl'y chi p lil n. Xin éng toa lam On
gilm b0t tidn phOt xubng cho ...vi t6i da vl hdu... income thdp...

Ong nhin t6i néi til ng Anh 10 u loat, bén cli coi gil'y phit, phan ngay khéng thém suy nght:

- 160 $, go to Collection...

T6i ming hOtI0n:

- Thank you, Your Honor...

VOi di ra phong collection , n6i sO “citation”, trinh ID, n6i chanh an gid m xuéng con 160$. C6 tho
ky MO khéng tin, nhi ¢ phone hii I0i trong Téa. MOt lic, quay I0i néi tinh ludn ti0 n fee l1a 172$.
Téi ky check cai rlc dla cd, lay receipt, hii:

- How about traffic school?

- High - beam, traffic school is not required (den pha , khéng bt hi ¢ traffic school).

ThO phao nhi nhém ra vO. VOy ma trong citation doi 383 $ n0 u mu0 n hi ¢ traffic school. May ma
chOu kho ra toa xin, chO khéng mit toi h0'n 200 oan ul ng.
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VO nha, email cho Blc va SO cam 0 n, khoe diIc blt 1 nla ti0n phit. MOOi Iam phut sau, Dl c
gli qua chac ming li0 n. Toi ndi;

-LOn dlutién 0 MO 30 nam nay t6i mOi bilt la ndu minh xin, sO di0c gilm ti0n phOt, hOi gil
toan la & cl ra dong y chang. Ba cai toa an phUt tickets nay... khdng 100 ng thil n thO ng thOn
chut nao, 10i ding nguli vi ph m khéng ranh lult 10 , ph0t qua mic 0n d0nh, ai nghéo chiu khé
ra toa xin x0 thi mOi gidm xul ng, ai giau ky check trd lil n thi nin thinh hI0ng, t0i khéng dang

hU ¢ traffic cling ghi traffic school cho minh s b o hil m tang, lo déng thém tidn...NhO la nguli
I0n g0t con nit viy.

Bl c noi:

- Anh néi khdng sai. Anh bilt khdng, t6i chl anh cai nay, I0n sau bilt dl 0 ng céi, ai bl camera
ticket n0u hinh in khéng rd, c6 quyl n ra toa cai la khéng phli dung hinh minh, h dismiss li0 n.
Minh nhin gil'y phOt vi minh la chd xe mang b0 ng s dé, nhiing ngd0i lai phOm lult bl chOp thi
nguliOy b0 10i, minh chd cOn binh tinh n6i khdng nhd da cho ai miOn xe, h0 khéng c6 quyln
lam gi minh hOt. Chanh an c6 nii gidn dd p ban m ng minh “cho mO0n xe ma sao khéng nhi 7,
minh c0 ngdm mil ng an ti0n, 1a thO ng. ThO hai, theo lult, camera phUi ch0 dung 3 gidy m0i
dilc chlp, mdihOp IO, chinh x&c, di0i 3 gidy ma da chip la hinh dé khdng dung, minh co
quyldn dem “Lult camera” ra chit vO n. Anh dl y coi bén diUi hinh cé ghi thii gian chi p, con sO
2.30, 2:45...hay 3”0 duli mOditlm hinh. ThO ba, camera chip 1 thOi gian hay b0 hd, ndu ma
camera chila chi nh sl a Ili sau 6 thang la khéng chinh xac, minh cé quyln yéu clu Toa dilu
tra coi camera dilc x0 ding d& qua 6 thang chl a, hay con trong vong 6 thang. NOu qua 6
thang thi camera d6 khdng dang tin cly nl a, con trong vong 6 thang thi mi chlu phit. Chanh
an co6 trach nhil m phii hoan I0i, giao cho Ban kI thul't di0u tra d0 chinh x&c cla camera theo
yéu clu cla minh. ThD t0, cai citation in hinh minh 14i b0 camera chi p, phUi cé chi ky bl ng
mOc cla ngllilo phIn kO thultin hinh ky mOi cé gia trd, chl chd ky bl ng con diu, hay chip
I0i, khéng c6 gia tr0.

- Sao anh ranh ludt xe ¢l qua viy?

- HOi @6 t6i hic Lult 3 nam ma...Tinh ra lam lult sU céi cho cac vO nha cla bl nha bank xi0t,
giup nguli thO't nghil p, ngheo..nhIng sau dliy, b0 hOc qua nganh kO sO. Anh khéng bilt, chi
t6i 6 nhiDu bOn ludt sO I0m. Anh bi0t chuyOn O J Simpson gilt vi ma diic tring an 10 nam

trd0c khéng?

- Bit. Nghe néi chanh an sl b0 mang til ng kU thD kOtan MO den, I0i khong tim ra bl ng chl ng
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rd r0t, nén tuyén bl hin trlng an.

- Khéng phUi dau. Simpson vé y bl 101 cai gang tay trén hiln trl 0 ng, sau khi bép cl con vi. b6
la b0 ng ching duy nhit céng t0 viln co6 thd bulc t0i hIn. Lult sO b0o vO hOn, qua tinh ranh qul
quylt, nght ra cach chiy t0i cho than chd bl ng cach ch ng minh cai gang khéng vl a ban tay
Simpson, nén khong phUi gang cla Simpson, ma la cla ngulli khac. Lult s do vo tu tham
Simpson, chi khuyén 1 cau,” anh cIn phii an cho nhidu muli vo trong mdibla an”...vily ma
Simpson thoat t0i, tr0 cho lult sO d6 10 mOy trilu do...

- An muli cho tay chan sl ng phu ra, ban tay to thi x0 vé cai gdng khong I0t...Thit la cha lult
sU d6 qua khén, via gillilult, via gili y khoa nda, ghé thit. NhO ng nghe néi Simpson bay gil
ctng ngheo mit, 0 tu vi chuyln gi dé n0a..Thién blt dung gian. LOOi Tr0il0ng I0ng...

- ANh bilt né 0 tu vi chuyln gi khéng? N6 bl mittlin0d “gai bly”. TOi nay nghe dau do cha clla
Nicole, vl ¢ n6, &m thm mua chul ¢ tim cach hii Simpson di trl thu cho con géi. TOi nay vo
nha n6 0 Cali, an clp miy cai trophy thl thao hii con hOc dli hic, dem qua Nevada mC0n hotel
chulln bl triln I1am ban dlu giéd .....Simpson nghe di0 ¢, sai b0 hd 10n vé phong hotel trl 0 ¢, troi
g6 bl n do, khda clla phong I0 ¢ tim trophy , rli mi vao sau . VO a luc do, cOnh sat ni m phic
kich slin, ua ratém cl bin bltnhit, diaratda. Micduladl ciané bl an clp, nhing
Nevada, ban dém “break in” phong nguli ta, kh6a cla tréi ngllila b0 t0indng I0m, giam t0 6
din 14 nam.

- Cong nhin lult nhan qull qué hay. LAm &c, ¢ thd [0t 100§ ngl0i ali, chl khéng thoat khii I00i
TrOi.

- A, con céi nay nla. Khi tlli nga t0 dén vang, anh dang chly thl ng, hay cua, ma thinh linh
chuyln dl, camera chip, kéu ra tda phit, d6 la moving violation, minh ¢é I0i, nh0ng n0u thOy
trong hinh, cai mdi xe , hay banh tr00c xe anh, da get off (ra khCi) a0 0ng vO ch ph0 n tr0 ng trén
cung cla 2 cai vich cla lane bl hanh bang qua diil0ng, la anh thing. Ly do ltuc dé anh khéng
thD ui I0i d00c nOa, lui thi d0ng xe sau, phiichOy t0iluén . NhD viy, den dd sO tha thO anh.
Khéng phUi ludt thoOng gi anh, ma chinh la thD0ng cho tai x0 xe sau anh, vi an toan cho xe
sau théi. Lén mO ng coi video clip, s bilt mai xe minh |6 qua khii v ch lane bl hanh chia. NOu
qua khi r0i, cé bl ng chi ng rdi, thi ¢ mOnh mil ng cai .
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- Hay quéa ha... Nhiing Tr0i 0, m0y ai di0c hic lult nh0 anh ma bilt nhOng chuydn I0t 1éo nhi
vy dl céi chanh an, x0a nay toan e cU ra cho Toa chém... LultI0 do con nguli dit, ciing do
chinh con ngulli 4p dl ng, du di, nén chi né cling t00ng dlli, b0t toan nhd mOi thO trén dOi nay.
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