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B0 di0c hanh nghd luDtsO 0 b0t cl tilu bang nao t0i Hoa KO dlu doi hiingdOilultsO cé gily
phép hanh nghll hay di0c nhin vao lult sl doan (bar) cla nli dé

0 Cac quy dinh chung

B0 di0c hanh nght luDtsO 0 b0t cl tilu bang nao t0i Hoa KO ddu doi hiingdOilultsO cé gily
phép hanh nghll hay di0c nhin vao lult sl doan (bar) cla nlidé. TOt cl céc tilu bang dlu quy
dinh rOng nhilng ngd0i nOp d0n xin gia nhip lult sO doan d0u phUiqua mOt kO thi vilt; phUn I0n
cac tilu bang cling doi hili cac 0 ng vién phi ddu mOt kO thi khac vO dlo dic (ethics). Cac lult
s d00c nhinvao lult s doan 0 mit ti0u bang ctng c6 khi di0c d00ng nhién chdp nhin vao
lu0t sO doan mOt ti0 u bang khac ma khéng cl n phli thil0i nu dap 0ng cac tiéu chuln ma tilu
bang dé di ra. Tuy nhién, trong phin I0n cac tri0ng hip, cac lult sO muln hanh nghO O ti0u
bang khac dllu phii dlu kO thi bar (bar exammination) cll a riéng t0 ng til u bang. Ngoai ra cac
tda an lién bang va cac cll quan céng quyln cling dia ra cac tiéu chull n riéng cho nhing ngl Ui
mul n dUi dil n than chO tranh cai trong phong x0 cla hi. Bay la dilu chung ta s tim hilu trong
di p khéc.
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Dil u kil n thi bar examination

b0 dilc tham dO kO thi bar examination trong phOn I0n c&c ti0 u bang, 0ng vién thO 0 ng phli co
blng cl nhan va tit nghidp mOttri0ng luit dilc sU ching nhin cla Hilp HIi Lult SO Boan
Hoa KO (American Bar Association - ABA) hay cla gili hu trach tid u bang.

SO chlng nhil n (accredited) cla ABA c6 nghia la tri0ng lult d6, dic bilt la thd vion lult va
thanh phln ban gilng hudn cOa trd0ng-diit di0c cac tiéu chulln can bin dlaradl dim blo
phim chit cla nganh ludt. Cho d0 n nam 2005, c0 Hoa KO c6 kholng 191 tri0ng lult d00c ABA
chOp thul n; cac trd0ng khac chl dic sU chlp thuln cla tilu bang.

Tho0 ng thi sinh vién t0t nghil p cac trd 0 ng lul't khéng di 0 c ABA chilng nhin chd di0c thi bar
examination va hanh nght 0 ti0 u bang hay khu vl c gili hOn, phOn I0n cac tri0ng nay 0
California. Trong nam 2005, c¢6 7 til u bang la California, Maine, New York, Vermont, Virginia,
Washington va Wyoming, chp nhi'n vilc hO ¢ lul't trong mt van phong lult d0 do d00c phép
thi bar examination; c6 ba nli la California, District of Columbia va New Mexico, nay chlp nhin
vilc hOc lult ham thD. MOt sO ti0u bang khac doi hii phii cé sO ghi danh va di0c chlp thulln
cla HOi B0ng Giam Khi o LuCt Tilu Bang (State Board of Law Examiners) tr00 ¢ khi sinh vién
vao trilng lult hay trong nhing nam dlu hic luDt.

Cac kU thi [

Du rIng khéng cé mOt cul ¢ thi chung vl bar examination nao cho cll ni0c, t0t cO 48 tilu bang,
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District of Columbia, dilo Guam, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands va Northern Mariana Islands doi hii
phidlu kD thidai 6 gil ding hO gdila Multistate Bar Examination (MBE) trong till n trinh thi ¢l
dl d00c nhin vao ludt s doan. Cul ¢ thi MBE nay khéng bt bullc 0 tilu bang Louisiana hay
Washington.

Cul ¢ thi MBE th0 Ing cha trl ng vao nhil u I&nh vi ¢ va déi khi kU thi bar til u bang cting dilc
di a ra trong cung ngay thi. Cul ¢ thi Multistate Essay Examination (MEE) dai 3 tilng di ng hC
cling d0 0 c dung trong cul ¢ thi thng quat tii mit sO ti0u bang. Cac tilu bang cé cach tinh dil m
MBE va MEE khong gill ng nhau.

MOt sO ti0u bang cing doi hUi phii thi Multistate Performance Testing (MPT) d0 tr0c nghilm
khO nang cla cac tan lult sO. Bilu kil n doi hii thi0ng thay dUi tuy theo tidu bang va thOOng 10y
0 cung ngay thi bar exam va ch cOn phOithi mitI0n ma théi.

b0 tr0 thanh lult s, cac sinh vién th0Ong trli qua khollng 7 nam hi ¢ t0p sau khi hoan tit bl c
trung hO c-4 nam bl c cl nhan va til p theo do6 la 3 nam tri0ng lult. Cac 0 ng vién xin vao tring
luDt phii cé t0i thilu van b0 ng ¢ nhan mOi di0c¢ nhOn vao. B0 dap 0ng nhu clu cla cac sinh
vién chi c6 thd di hOc ban thdi gian, m0t sO tr00ng lult cling mO ra cac chiOng trinh I0p dém
hay hU c ban thii gian, va do d6 s tang thii gian hi c 1én thanh 4 nam. HiOn ¢é it nhit 1a 10%
cac sinh vién t0t nghil p cac tri0ng c6 s ching nhin cda ABA la nhIng ngl0i hdc ban thii
gian.

Pre-Law major?

Du r0ng khéng c6 mit nganh hilc nao dilc xac dinh la “d0 b0 Lult” (pre-law), cac sinh vién
phlichulln b0 cho chinh minh khD nang vilt, ndi, dC ¢, nghién clu, phan tich va suy nghi mit
cach hilp ly-day la nhi ng khi nang can bl n cn thilt d0 cé thD thanh céng trong vilc hic va
trong nghU lul't. Du cho hi ¢ nganh gi chang nla, nglCi sinh vién Lult cing nén 0y nhiCu I0p
khac nhau. Nhing I0p vO Anh van, ngoli ng, n6i chuyOn trl 0 ¢ cdng chung, chinh quydn, trilt,
sU, kinh t0, toan, va di0 n toan, cing nh cadc mén khac, dilu c¢é sl hdu ding.

ThidO, mOtludtsO chuyén vO b0n quyln sang chl (patent law) cOn co kiln thOc vO kO thudt hay
khoa hic, va cac luit sO vO thul (tax law) sO thOy sO hilu bilt vD kO toan la cn thi0t.
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Xin vao tri0ng LuCt

PhOn I0n vil ¢ thu nhO n sinh vién vao trl0ng Lult tuy thul ¢ vao khl nang cla 0 ng vién cho thly
hi c6y hiOng va chulln bl dd theo dulli nganh nay, thilng la qua dilm hic bd, diim cla K@
Thi Tro0ng LuOt (Law School Admission Test LSAT), gia trd cla tr00ng 0ng vién theo hilc trlic
doé, bit cO kinh nghil m lam vil ¢ nao, va doi khi cting ¢é cull ¢ phi ng v n ca nhan. Tuy nhién
mOitr00ng I0i xOp cac ydu t0 nay vao nhi ng thang dil m khac nhau.

TOtch cactriing ludt di0c ABA ching nhin d0u doi hiiOng vién phdi di thi LSAT. HOu nh0 0t
cl cac triing lult doi hiiDng vién phiigdihOc bl din cl quan “Law School Data Assembly
Service” dll n0inay sip xOp cac di kiln, gli dil m thi LSAT va h sO hOc b0 ca nhéan vD cac
trd0ng lult ma 0ng vién muln vao hic. Vil c tranh mOt chd nglitrong trd0ng lult thOOng r0t gay
go, nhitla cactring lult ndi tidng, vOi sO 0ng vién bao gil ctng viOtqua sl dilc tuyln rdt
nhil u.

HOc trinh

Trong nam diu tién 0 tr00ng lult, thO0ng thi cac sinh vién hic cac I0p can bl n nhi ludt Hion
Phéap (constitutional law), ludt v khO 00c (contracts), ludt vD tai sOn (property law), ludt dan s0
(torts), ti0n trinh 10 t0ng dan sO (civil procedure) va cach vil't van bl n nganh lult (legal writing).
Trong cac nam con lJi, cac sinh vién co6 thd chin cac I0p cho lanh vi ¢ chuyén mén nhi thul,
lao dl ng, hay lul't cong ty. Céac sinh vién tr00ng lult thO 0 ng t0 o cho minh kinh nghil m thi ¢ {0
bl ng nhilu cach nh tham di vao cac hollt dlng vO lult do nha trd0ng t0 chic; trong cac vO x0O
t0p huln cé sl hing din cla cac lult sU kinh nghillm; ciing nhi qua vill ¢ nghién clu va vil't

4/7



Lam thD nao dU tr0 thanh lu0t sU 0 Hoa KO ?

T&#225;c Gi&#7843;: Lé Tam
Th&#7913; S&#225;u, 12 Th&#225;ng 3 N&#259;m 2010 20:29

vl nhing vin dd phép ly d0 dang t0i cho tOp chi lult cOa tr00ng.

MOt sO tr00ng lult ciing c6 nhi ng chi 0 ng trinh trong dé ngl Ui sinh vién ¢cé d00 ¢ kinh nghil m
qua thbi gian tOp sO vOicac ludt si dang hanh nghl hol ¢ trong cac ching trinh nghién cOu
cla cac giao sl.

Sinh vién t0t nghil p cac tri0ng lult cling phOi d0u kO thi lién quan d0 n trach nhil m khi hanh
nghl cé tén la Multisate Professional Responsibility Examination (MPRE) theo d6 hii v sO hilu
bil't cOa sinh vién v dilu lult cla ABA dii vii trach nhil m chuyén mén va cach hanh x0 trong
khi hanh nghl. Trong m0t sO ti0u bang, MPRE c6 thQ thi trong luc con di hi ¢, thI0ng la sau khi
hoan t0t kh6a hic vO dlo dic cla ngllitrong nganh lul't (legal ethics).

Ngay cU sau khi t0t nghilp, cac lult sO cting phditi0p t0c tim hilu vl nhOng viln d0 mOi trong
nganh cla minh, du co lién hi trlc tilp ddn lult phap hay khéng. Hiln c6 khol ng 40 tid u bang
bulc cac lult si phiitilp tOc vilc hic hdivO nganh lult cOa minh (Continuing Legal Education
- CLE).

Hanh nghl ludt doi hii ca nhan phli co tinh thd n trach nhil m cao. NhO'ng ngl i c6 y t00ng di
theo nganh lult phila nhO ng ngd0i thich lam vil ¢ vii nhilng ngd0i khac va phiicé dilc si nl
trdng cling nhi tin t00ng cla than chi, cla nglliclng sO, va cla qudn chuang. NgdOihlc
nganh nay cing phii c6 khl nang sang tl o, tinh th n kién nhi n bl n b0, khl nang phan tich... la
nhOng didu r0t cOn thilt cho luldt sO, thOOng hay phUi phén tich cac v kidn phUc t0p cting nhi
dii ph6 vlicac vOn dl lult phdp moilo.

PhOn I0n cac lult sO khii ddu sO nghil p c0a minh trong cac chilc v ¢6 tr0 [00ng. PhOn I0n cac
ludt sO cé trd 100ng thdOng lam vil ¢ trong hinh thO ¢ tr0 giup cac lu0t s hay cac quan toa nhil'u
kinh nghil m. Sau m'y nam lam vilc, cac lult sO d00c¢ nhdn vao “parnership” trong t0 hIp ma
hi dang lam vidc hay m0 van phong riéng cla minh. MOt s khac c¢6 thD dilc dl ¢l hay dic cl
vao chilc vl thDm phan. MOt sO nOa c6 thd trl thanh gido sl trd0ng lult hay gili chic dilu
hanh.

C6 thi nao trl thanh luDt sI ma khoéng di hic tri0ng lult?
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Cau trd I0ila cb, va chil 0 khollng bly ti0u bang t0i Hoa KO ma th6i. D6 la Vermont, New York,
Washington, Virginia, California, Maine va Wyoming. Cé&c til u bang nay cé nhll ng quy dinh
khac nhau v viln d0 nay va 0ng vién cn tham khi o vOi ti0 u bang ndi minh sinh s0 ng.

TOi California, m0t 0ng vién c6 thd dap 0ng cac dilu kil n v hic vOn trong nganh lud't b0 ng
cach hictOp it nhOtbln nam doli s hiOng din va kidm soat cda mit thim phan hay mOt lu0t
sU t0ivan phong cla ngllinay. VO lult s d6 phUila thanh vién holt ding cla Lult SO Boan
Californa va hanh nghi trong it nhOt nam nam tr0 10i day.

b0 bilt thém chitilt, 0ng vién cn lién l0c vOi Lult SO Boan California (State Bar of California)
hay qua trang web www.calbar.ca.gov va xem phi n Admissions.

Cac tilu bang khac chin di theo IDi khuylln cdo cla Hilp HOi Lult SO Boan Hoa KO (American
Bar Association ABA) la chU thu nhOn nhIng ng00ida hIc qua tri0ng ludt. SO di co6 dilu kiln
nay, theo ABA, |a d0 blo dim ngd0iludt s ¢é khD nang va phim chit cao hin la sO phan xét
cla mit kD thi khO o sat.

Cang nén dl clp mdtvln dl khac la nglUi khong ting di hic tring lult co thd diC ¢ di thi va
cho hanh nghl 0 m0t ti0u bang nhi ng th00ng khéng di 0 c cho hanh nghl 0 céac til u bang khac.

LuOt sU c¢6 kilm di0c nhilu ti0n khong?

Cau tr0 I0i la con tuy theo 1anh vl ¢ chuyén mén, va lam cho ca nhan minh hay cho ngii Ui khac.

Theo thing ké clla bl Lao BUng Hoa KO, vao thang 5, nam 2008, thi 100 ng trung binh hang

nam (median annual wages) cla tdt cl cac lult sO, kO cl nglC0ilanh ID0ng thang va nghli lam
vil ¢ theo thu lao, la $110,590. Thanh phiin 0 gila trong sU nay lanh t0 $74,980 din $163,320.
LO0ng trung binh cla céc lanh vl c sU ding nhilu lult sO nhOt dl0dc cho bilt nhD sau: Bilu hanh
cong ty $145.770, lam vill ¢ cho chinh quyl n lién bang $126,080; dich v phap ly $116,550;
chinh quyln d0a ph00ng $87,590; chinh quyl n til u bang $78,540.
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Cacmic l00ng cla lult sO nhilu kinh nghil m thay d0i tuy theo Ianh v ¢ chuyén mén va nli hi
lam vilc. Lult sO t0 mO van phong cla minh thI0ng ki m it tiln hIn nhO ng ngdCi lam trong t0
hi p.

MO c I00ng trung binh clla cac lult sO kil m d00c¢ sau khi khii sO hanh nghll di0c 9 thang dilc
cho bilt nh0 sau: t0t ¢l cac lult sO mUitdt nghilp $68,500; lult sU cé van phong t0 $108,500;
lam vil ¢ cho céac céng ty $69,100; lam vil ¢ cho chinh phi $50,000; lam vil ¢ trong toa (judicial
clerkships) $48,000. (theo di kil'n cla National Association of Law Placement).
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