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Téi cam doan bl n si nhl di0c cau chuyln cla céi bat gl nay vao ngay mai, tuln t0i, thang t0i
hay nam tdi nDa.

MOt 6ng gia gy yOu phlidin din0 chung vii con trai, con dau va mit d0a chau nii lén 4 tulli.
Ong gia hai tay run riy, mit da m0, chan bi0c khéng ving. CO gia dinh ngdi an chung nli ban
an.

NhOng ngd0i éng I0n tuli vOi hai tay 0 ng cl ng va doi mit kem nhém khil n cho villc an ull ng
rit khé khan. Nhing hOt d0u r0t t0 mul ng xud ng san nha. Khi éng vlitay I0y ly s a thi sla dl
toe ra khan ban.

NgOUi con trai va con dau rit bl c minh vi phii lau chui din di p cho 6ng. Ngd i con trai noi:
“Chang minh phUi lam mOt cai gi d0 gili quydt vin dl nay. Anh chan nglly cai vl 6ng danh dl
sa, an u ng nhI m nhoam, va danh dd thdc an trén san nha.”

Do dé hay vl chllng ban nhau dt mdt cai ban trong géc phong. 0 dé, ngi0i dng phlingli an
mOt minh trong khi cO gia dinh an udng vui vO. Vi 6ng ¢ da danh v mOy cai dia, thic an cla
ong dilc bl vao mit cai bat gO.

Khi ¢ gia dinh li0 ¢ nhin vO phia éng cl, déi khi thO'y éng chl'y n00c¢ m0Ot khi phingdi mOt
minh. VOy ma, mii khi dng danh rli mull ng nTa hay danh d0 thic an, hai vl ching vin con la
rly 6ng.

Pl a chau 4 tuli quan sat mii s trong thinh |0 ng.

MOt t0i kia, ngay tri0c bla an, ngdli cha thl'y dda con nghlch vii mOy khac gd vOn trén san.
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Anh ta ddu dang hii: “Con dang lam gi vily?”

Pl a bé ciing tr0 10i d0u dang khéng kém: “0 con dang lam m0t cai bat nhi cho ba va mi an khi
conlinlén.” N6 cilivatilpticlam vilc.

NhOng I0inéi cladia trd lam cho clp vO chdng sng s khéng ndi nén I0i. ROi nhi ng gil't
n00c miOttudn rlitrén mot ho. Du khdng n6i ra l0i, cd hai d0u hilu phiilam cai gi.

TOihédm Oy, ngdOi con trai, cOm tay b0 va diu dang dit éng cU tr0 vO ban an cla gia dinh. Va
trong sult nhing ngay con I0i cla cullc dliong cl dilc ngdi an chung vli gia dinh. Vatl dé
cl ching lon vD diOng nhD khéng con chu y diln nhil ng lic mul ng nfa rdi, sla bl dl tran hay
khan ban bl dinh bl n.

Pilm son cla bai hic nay la, du blt cU cai gi x0y ra hém nay co6 t0 diin dau, diisling vintilp
diln, va ngay mai sl t0t ddp hon.

Téi cing hi'c di0c ring chung ta c6 thd bilt nhidu vl mOt con ngl0iqua phinOng cla nglli
nay tri0c bln dilu nay: mdt ngay mla bulln, ngi0i gia ydu, mdt hanh ly, va nhi ng giay den
Giang Sinh b0 vilOng mic.

Téi da hic dilc rIng, du cho bl n cé yéu hay khong thiIng yéu cha mi bl n, bl n cling sU nhQ
tidc h, khi hD d& di ra khdi cuOc ddicla bdn.

T6ida hic dilc ring: kidm sng trong dli khong gilng nhi la tdo ddng mOt culc dii.

T6i cing hi'c dd0c ring, dli sUng déi khi ban cho ta mdt cO may thd hai.

Téi ciing hic di0c rIng chung ta khéng thl nao chl bilt tim cach ém b0ttt cO mdi s trong
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dii. Chung ta ciing phti cé thl ném ra va cho di.

T6i da hic dilc rIng: ndu chang ta theo duli hd nh phuc, n6 sO 10n tranh ta. NhO ng n0u chdng
ta t0 p trung vao gia dinh, bl'n bé, vao nhu clu cla ngll Ui khac, vao céng villc cla minh va cll
ging lam mOi sO t0t ddp nhOt, thi hO nh phuc sO tim d0n vOi ta.

Téi da hic dilc ring mdi khi téi quydt dnh mOt didu gi vOi mOt trdi tim r0ng m0, thi t6i thO0ng
quylt dd nh dang din.

T6ida hic dilc rdng ngay cl khitéi dang dau d n, t6i khdng phUila ni dau cho ki kh&c.

T6ida hicdilcring mdingay qua toi phliviOn ravachim ddn mOtng0Oikhac.

NgOUi ta thich nhOng c0 chO than thidn - cOm tay, 6m chit hay chl cOn mOt céi v0 tay vao vai.

T6ida hicdilc rIng téi con phlihlc hlirltnhiDuhOnnCda!

REFLECTION ON FATHERS’ DAY

The Wooden Bowl

A frail old man went to live with his son, daughter-in-law, and four-year old grandson. The old
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man's hands trembled, his eyesight was blurred, and his step faltered. The family ate together
at the table.

But the elderly grandfather's shaky hands and failing sight made eating difficult. Peas rolled off
his spoon onto the floor. When he grasped the glass, milk spilled on the tablecloth.

The son and daughter-in-law became irritated with the mess. "We must do something about
father," said the son. "I've had enough of his spilled milk, noisy eating, and food on the floor."

So the husband and wife set a small table in the corner. There, Grandfather ate alone while
the rest of the family enjoyed dinner. Since Grandfather had broken a dish or two, his food was
served in a wooden bowl!

When the family glanced in Grandfather's direction, sometime he had a tear in his eye as he
sat alone. Still, the only words the couple had for him were sharp admonitions when he dropped
a fork or spilled food.

The four-year-old watched it all in silence.

One evening before supper, the father noticed his son playing with wood scraps on the floor.
He asked the child sweetly, "What are you making?"

Just as sweetly, the boy responded, "Oh, | am making a little bowl! for you and Mama to eat
your food in when | grow up." The four-year-old smiled and went back to work.

The words so struck the parents so that they were speechless. Then tears started to stream
down their cheeks. Though no word was spoken,

both knew what must be done.
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That evening the husband took Grandfather's hand and gently led him back to the family table.
For the remainder of his days he ate every meal with the family. And for some reason, neither
husband nor wife seemed to care any longer when a fork was dropped, milk spilled, or the
tablecloth soiled.

On a positive note, I've learned that, no matter what happens, how bad it seems today, life
does go on, and it will be better tomorrow.

I've learned that you can tell a lot about a person by the way he/she handles four things: a
rainy day, the elderly, lost luggage, and tangled Christmas tree lights.

I've learned that, regardless of your relationship with your parents, you'll miss them when
they're gone from your life.

I've learned that making a "living" is not the e same thing as making a "life.."

I've learned that life sometimes gives you a second chance.

I've learned that you shouldn't go through life with a catcher's mitt on both hands. You need to
be able to throw something back.

I've learned that if you pursue happiness, it will elude you. But if you focus on your family, your
friends, the needs of others, your work and doing the very best you can, happiness will find you.

I've learned that whenever | decide something with an open heart, | usually make the right
decision.
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I've learned that even when | have pains, | don't have to be one.

I've learned that every day, you should reach out and touch someone.

People love that human touch -- holding hands, a warm hug, or just a friendly pat on the back.

I've learned that | still have a lot to learn!

| guarantee you will remember the tale of the Wooden Bowl tomorrow, a week from now, a
month from now, a year from now.
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