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Téi sinh tr00ng sau nam 1975 va gia dinh t6i khdng cé lién quan gi nhilu din cO hai phia trong
cul ¢ chil n tranh Vit Nam vi th0 m0i t00ng quan tinh cdm cla t6i vii nhing sU kidn I0ch s va
hoan cl nh chinh trl x& hUi trong cull ¢ chiln hOu nhO rOt it n0u khéng mud n néi la khéng cbé.
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NhOng gi it 0i ma téi di0c hilu bilt vD n6 chd d0n thuln 1a kil n thO c. BOng trong vO thO dé, toi
tOm thOi co thD yén tdm ring I0p tr00ng cl a t6i, va nhi ng gi t6i nodi ra sau day s di0c hilu mdt
cach thil n chi va khéng bl gan ghép hay chilp ma. Téi khong sO bl chip md, nhi ng thilt nght
difu do6 cung vi nh ng nguO billn khéng c6 I0i cho sO tidn bo.

GO n day, t6i tinh c0 dic dilc mOt nhin xét cla tl0ng William Childs Westmoreland - TO 10nh
BO chd huy ¢ viin quan s MO tdi midn Nam Viot Nam - vO t00ng V6 Nguyén Giap clla quan
dii BOc Viot nhd sau: "Of course, he was a formidable adversary.... By his own admission, by
early 1969, | think, he had lost, what, a half million soldiers? He reported this. Now such a
disregard for human life may make a formidable adversary, but it does not make a military
genius...". Xin d00c tOm dich la: "D1 nhién, 6ng ta la mOt doi thd (kO thu) ghé gim....V0Oi sO thOa
nhOn cla chinh éng ta, din dlu ndm 1969, t6i nght, 6ng ta da mOt nla trilu linh? Ong ta d&
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b&o cdo dilu nay. Hiln t0i, m0t sO coi thiOng ming ngl0inh0 thO c6 10 sO tho nén mOt dii tho
(kD thu) ghé gim, nh ng né khéng t0 o nén mit thién tai quan sO...."

Du chung ta la ai, d0 ng bén nao cla cull ¢ chil'n, chang ta ctng phii ding y vl i Westmoreland
ring, mOt chiln thO ng quan s dia trén chiln thul't @ m mau, coi thI 0 ng sinh m0 ng binh st chl
co thd t0o nén mOt kO thu nguy hidm chl khéng t0o nén mit thién tai quan s nh0 nhilu ngdOi
v n réu rao. Cau ndi nay cla vién t00ng Hoa KO lam t6i suy nght r0t nhilu vO sO "nguy hiom"
clanhOng ngdli COng sUn Vilt Nam. HI nguy hilm b0i hO 1a nhD ng ngd0i lubn hanh dl ng theo
phi0ng cham "m0 ¢ dich bil n minh cho phi0ng ti0n", nghta Ia b0t chdp mOi thD, miln ditdi0c
mOc dich. BOi vOi t6i, néd khéng chl 1a 10i nhl n xét vO t00ng Giap ma la mOt cau ndi néu bt Ién
bln chitclanhing ngdli COng sin BOc Vilt, vacl chD d0 ma hl ding nén. Va nhilng vilc hi
da lam suttl nhing ngay dlu cé mOttli Viot Nam din nay, t0 vilc "tri pha d0a hao, dao tin
gictrictinrl" dingdnday nhitla vl c0Op ditcla ndng dan da ching minh tit cO.

MOt kO dii doch ghé gim c6 thd diCc hilu theo hai cach. ThO nhit, dé 1a mOt kU thu dang gom,
la ddi thO kho danh bli vi c6 manh I0c va trang, c6 chiln I00c¢, chil n thult hanh di ng khén
ngoan... Nhi ng khi nhin xody vao chll "formidable" ma Westmoreland da dung, t6i chu y nhil'u
dl n nghia "arousing fear"(gli nén s sO hai). VOi nghta nay, né giin gil ng vOi "terrorise" (lam
cho sO hai). Ma lam cho ngil0i khac sil hai cé nghta la "khi ng bl ". Chang ta c6 th0 hil u theo
hai cach vl mOt "dli thD ghé gdm" nhi t6i d& t0m phan tich 0 trén. Nhi ng bilt dau, cach hilu
thD hai mOila dilu ma éng t00ng MO kia ngl y? Xin hay cho t6i til p t0 ¢ trinh bay ma tom quén
di nh ng mdi thanh kil n nao dé c6 thl dang déang Ién trong long quy V0.

Khi can c vao nhing dd kiOn I0ch sU - nhi ng di0u khong thd chii b0, nhing dilu d& di0c trOi
nghid m b0 ng chinh x00ng mau clla nhilng ngl0i da kinh qua cullc chiln 0y - ching ta s c6 cai
nhin t00ng minh hi n. Riéng phOn minh, vdi kidn thOc it0ivO chiln tranh Vilt Nam, t6i da c6 th
tim thy nhO ng hinh 0 nh ¢6 khl nang "lam cho s hai" cla quan dili Boc Vilt qua nhil'u biln cl
nhO TOt MOu Thén, va cac "trin danh" cla dii Bilt dl ng Sai Gon nhO: "tr0n danh" tau nha hang
MO COnh, "trin danh" c0 xa Brinks...; va chlla kI dn nhi ng cau chuyln ghé go m ma t6i t0 ng
di0c nghe nhing ngi0i gia kO 10§ vO v6 sU nhOng "trdn danh" nhi thO vao trl0ng hOc, khu dan
cl, clu cing....B0n nOi, khi nghe néi quan dli Cong siin B¢ Vit sUp vao dl n nga ba Cai Lang,
thanh phl Ba NOng, nhing ngdli déan sing 0 Ba NOng khi dé d& run cIm clp vi nghe tin di n
ring ngl0i COng sUn ma vao hi sO rut hit méng tay méng chan ngi0i dan. Bé cé tho la dilu sO
hai thai qua, nhing n6 cho chung ta thl'y khd nang gieo rc sU héai din trinh d0 dinh cao cla
nhOng ngl0it0 xOng la "quan gili phdng".
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