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Robespierre la nhan vt Jacobin da di u hanh cac chinh sach. Sau nay, nhilu ngi Ui da t0
cao Robespierre la kI dlc tai, khat mdu, m0 dan... nhl ng cting c6 nhing ngl Ui khac IJi coi 6ng
la mOt ng00i ly t00ng, nhin xa, mOt nha &i quic vOi mdc dich dan chi. Du cho sU phé phan cé
sai bilt, song ai ciing céng nhin 6ng ta la mOt ngd0i 100 ng thi0 n, thanh liém va c6 nhilt tam
cach ming, viitl tdm vao cac nam dlu cla culc Cach Ming, trai hOn vii s tan ac va khéng
nhan nhi 0 ng trong cac nam vl sau. Robespierre ctng la mdt ngd0i tin t00ng vao s quan trdng
cla céc dic tinh (virtues) hay tinh thi n céng ich, khédng vO 1T, vi dng cho ring mit nd0c Clng
Hoa phli gim c6 cac cong dan tt va [00ng thiln.

Maximilien Robespierre (1758-94) sinh ngay 6 thang 5 nam 1758 t0i Arras, hic Lult
khoa t0i Arras va Paris rdi hanh nghO LuOt SO t0i thanh ph0 qué hi0ng, ndi nay é6ng ni danh v
khO n&ng tri thlc va tinh I00ng thiln. Ong da ting ¢l ging doi hii hly bl &n t0 hinh va td chii
lam quan tda tuyén cao loli an d6. Robespierre la mit ngd0i ham mo J. J. Rousseau va khi
cullc Cach M ng Phap x0y ra, 6ng cho ring do la cl hOid0 thiltl0p nén mOt x& hiily t00ng
theo quan niim cOa vl tri0t gia kO trén. Nam 1789, Robespierre dilc bl u lam dli bidu t0i HO
NghO cac Giai COp rlitr0 nén ngdOi lanh dl o nhom Jacobin. Robespierre cling gép céng vao
vilc t0 chic ra Cong Xa Paris va vli tai hung bidn, éng da doi hii phii xét x0 Vua Louis 16 va
hoang h u. Ong da tuyén bl rlng "Nha Vua phii chitdl B0t NI c ¢6 thd sing" (Louis 16 must
die that country may live).

ChO0ng trinh cOi cach cl a Robespierre thili d6 la xéa bl tinh trl ng v6 chinh phi, dip
tan cac xung dit trong xa hii, chOng tr0 cac céng cull ¢ ph0n cach mOng trong ni0c va danh
thO ng cul ¢ chilln tranh vOi cac n00c ngoai bl ng cach dlng vién toan dan va tit c0 tai nguyén,
r0i v0 sau miithidt I0p nén mit d0nh chi dan chi, khii ddu bOng vil ¢ I0p hiln cho cac giai clp
thO p kém.

HOi NghO Quic00c thdi dé da cho phép llp raly Ban An Toan Céng Cl ng (the
Committee of Public Safety) di0 u hanh chinh quydn. Oy Ban nay gdm cé 12 ngi0i blu |én mOi
thang trong dé Robespierre 1a mit nhan vt c6 nhilu 0nh h0Dng, ngoai ra con c6 George
Danton, Jean Marat, St. Just, Couthon la ngi0i b0 li0t mOt phi n, Lazaire Carnot la mdt st quan
cach ming Phap...

Trong tinh trang khi n trd0ng d6, 0y Ban An Toan Céng Clng da hoOt ding nh mOt nOi
cac chiln tranh, m0t lo0i dlc tai t0p thd. 0y Ban nay da cho phl biln b0n "Théng Bao Lult
Phap" (Bulletin des lois) qua d6 doi hii mii ngl0i dan phUituan theo cac dilu I0. 0y Ban cling
t0 p trung uyl n hanh vao trung 00 ng ding thii kéu gli mOi ngd0i dan dlu quan qua bl n van kéu
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gli "levée en masse" (dlng vién t0 p thl). Cac nha khoa hU ¢ tai gilli cla n00c Phép thii dé cling
di0c mOidon giup s c vao cac céng cull ¢ khl o clu hlu ich, gdm c6 cac nha bac hic
Lagrange, Lavoisier, Lamark... Chinh quyln thdi d6 cing kil m soat sU 100ng vang xult c0 ng,
chin ding vilc ddu cl tich tr0, thic phOm di0c phan phiiqua 0y Ban BUi SO ng (Subsistence
Commission) nhd d6 ding ti0 n "assignat" khéng con b0 mOt gia.

Oy Ban An Toan Céng COng ciing tin t00ng vao nin kinh t0 th0 tr10ng t0 do (free market
economy), khuyO n khich cac néng dan lam an ca thl nhi ng vao thii kD dod, chinh quyldn Phap
con thilu nhilu kO thuOt va ph00ng phap quin tr kinh t0. Thang 6 nam 1793, 0y Ban kU trén
da di nghD mOt b0n HiOn Phap COng Hoa theo do6 co6 cullc phl théng dlu philu cla nam gidi,
nhOng r0i b0 n HiO n Phap nay da bl t0m hoan vé hin dinh. Cac t0p sach ming v nbng nghil p
diOc Oy Ban cho phU biln dl diy cho nong déan cach tring lua hu hilu. Vioc mO tr10ng Quén
SO va chi0ng trinh gido di ¢ c00ng bach la nhi ng chi 0 ng trinh hanh ding cla 0y Ban. TOi culi
nam 1793, HOi NghO QulcO0c l0p ra mOtkD holch x6a bl Thién Chua Giao
(dechristianization) thay vao dé bl ng vil ¢ ton thO mit B0 ng Thiéng Liéng (the Supreme Being),
day la mit thO tén gido t0 nhién th0 th0n (a deistic natural religion), chdp nhiln sO hiln hdu cla
ThioOng BO va s vinh cOu cla Linh HOn.

B0 dip tan cac kil ching I0i Cach Mdng, HOi NghO QuiOc00Oc va Oy Ban An Toan Céng
COng da cho I0p ramOt cl quan cdnh sat chinh tr0 t0i cao, glilaly Ban An Ninh TO ng Quat
(the committee of General Security) c6 mic dich bl o v NOOc¢ Clng Hoa, ching I0i cac kil ndi
thu. Ngay 17-9-1793, mit dlo lult d00c théng qua cho phép nhém Jacobin hay 0y Ban An Ninh
c6 quyln bit giam blt cl ngllinao bl nghi ngl ching I0i Cach MO ng.

Vao mua thu nam 1793, cac ki c'm d0u nhém quéan philt "enragés" bl blt va cac tll
chlc cach ming cla phd nd b0tdlu bl cl m doan. Cac nhan vt cllc doan nhl Jacques Hébert,
vl a la mOt nha bao, vila la mOt thanh vién cla Céng Xa Paris, da bl Robespierre gli la cac ki
"clc cach mOng" (ultra revolutionaries), mit s ngl0i cla bé nhém nay da bl dia lén may
chém. Thang 3 nam 1794, Céng Xa Paris bl gili tan rdi Robespierre chd dInh nhidu ng0Ui
trong nhém cla 6ng ta nd m gill cac cl quan céng quyln chi yOu.

Robespierre cting khai trl mit sO ngd0ithulc canh t0 nhi George Danton va cac ki
phic tung, kItt0i hO la b0t I00ng vO tai chinh va til p xdc vOi phe phin cach ming. George
Danton (1759-94) la m0t trong cac nha lanh dl o cla cullc Cach M ng Phap va ciing la ngi0i
dia hang ngan kO chl'ng dili lén may chém. Danton sinh ngay 26-10-1759 t0i Arais-sur-Aube,
nd0c Phap, la con cla mitlultsl. TO thul nhO, Danton da c6 khl nang v hung bidn. Nam
1780, Daton |én Paris hU'c Lult Khoa r0i t0i nam 1787, lanh chic Ludt SO t0i HOi B0 ng Hoang
Gia (the Royal Council). Nam 1790, Danton la sang I0p vién c0a Cau LOc BO Cordeliers, mit t0
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chi ¢ cla cac nha cach ming qua khich. Nam sau, dil tranh b0 vay bit, Danton phii chly qua
nd0c Anh r0itr0 vO Phap va vao ngay 10-8-1792, 6ng da lanh dll o cull ¢ tdn cdng vao biln
Tuleries. Sau do6, Danton trl nén BO TriOng TO Ph&p cla chinh phl 1&m thdi. Do c6 tai hung

bil n, Danton da hé hao HOi Nghl QuOlcO0c ching I0i viDc xam lang cla quan Phl va 6ng cling
la mOt trong cac ngdli bl philu kOt an Vua Louis 16 va hoang hi u.

Trong thOi kO khIng b0, Danton da cung vii Jean Paul Marat va Robespierre dil u hanh
Oy Ban An Toan Céng Clng. Chl dich cla Danton la sau khi chinh quylln cd&ch ming dan
dl nh, cac cullc ngoli xam da diic diy lui va cac nhém bl o hoang da bl dip tan, cOn phQi
phic hiilli sl hoa diu trong cac chinh sach cach mi ng. Nhil ng Danton da bl Robespierre tll
cao la muln phic hiiviOng quydn va tham nhidng, nén b0 bt va chittrén may chém vao ngay
5-4-1794. Du sao George Danton v n dic nhiDu ngl0i coi la mOt trong cac lanh t0 c6 khi
nang nhit va khong vl kD.

Trong thUi ki Khing BO cla niOc Phap t0 nam 1793 t0i nam 1794, vao khol ng 40,000
ngl0ida bl gilt, mOtsO I0n khac bl cOm tu. Riéng t0i thanh phl Paris kU t0 thang 9-1793 t0i
thang 6-1794, vao khollng 2,500 ngli0i da b0 dla Ién may chém guillotine. Ngay nay qua ngay
khac, I00i may chém nay khéng luc nao nging rli! Trong sU cac nin nhan cla cac cul ¢ thanh
tring, 8 % thulc giai clp quy tc, 14 % la gilit0 sOn, nhitla nhOng kO nOi lo0n t0i midn Nam
clanbOc Phap, gilitu st co 6 % nln nhan trong khi hin 70 % ng00i b0 giltla cac ndng dan va
cong nhan. NOOc¢ Clng Hoa Phap dilc dit can bl n trén tinh thin c0a "BOn Tuyén Ngdn cac
QuyOn LOi c0a Con NgOOi" nhl ng cac tan sat trong thii kI khO'ng b0 nay I0i r0t vé nhan dlo va
t0i mOt vai nOi, da cOc kO tan &c ching hin t0i midn Nantes, 2,000 ngi0i ching ddi cach ming
da bl dda lén cac con pha va nhi n chim ngoai khi i!

Chiln thOng quan sO cla nd0c Phap, s chan ndn cla dan chang dli vii vil c phéan phli
thOc phim cla thOi ki khing b0, dUi vOi cO nh tan sat cla nhédm ngi i cl ¢ doan do Robespierre
lanh dl o, nhit la sau cai chit cla George Danton, cac thanh vién cla HIi Nghd Qulc 00c b0t
diu lo ngdicho si phiincla hd trilc clnh dOc tai khat mau cl a Robespierre. HO t0 hii: "ngay
cl mitlanht0 cla ding Jacobin con bl dla lén may chém thi ai trong chung ta s dilc an
toan?". Nhilu ngi0i da nghi ngd Robespierre muln tr0 nén mit kD d0c tai.

Ngay 27 thang 7, Robespierre néi trillc HOi nghl Quic 00c, éng ta da chd trich moi
cbng villc con dang di trong thii gian qua va dla ra mdt danh sach ghi tén cac kO phin bli
dang mul n ph4 hOy NOn COng Hoa, va Robespierre ciing am chll ring mit s kO nay dang
ndm ngay trong HIi Nghd Qulc 00c. Chinh vao luc nay, mit dli bil u ngdi phia sau trong phong
hii da hé I0n: "Toi doi phii bit gi0 Robespierre". CO phong hii liln vang 1én cau néi: "BU0 dlo
ki bl o quyln". MOt Robespierre tai di. Ong ta ¢ néi I0n nhing gil ng néi da bl tilng hé hoan
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clahbitriOng l0n at. MOt dUi biDu da la Ién: "Mau cl a Danton da lam may nght gid ng".

Ngay sau do, HOi nghl Quic 00 c¢ da di ng thanh b0 phidu bt gil Robespierre. Ngay 28
thang 7 nam 1794 (il ¢ la ngay 8 thang Thermidor), Robespierre va dilng bln 22 ngdi da bl
chOt diu trén may chém guillotine.
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