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Tac g tén thltla Linh Tl n, sinh nam 1962, t1ng 0t nghil p kinh ©1 va lult i Vit Nam, hiln la
dan Santa Ana.

NOu nhl dindi0c NOOc MO ladindilcbinbl ciasl TO Do thi vao dilIc Qulc TOch MO dilc
coi nhi la cOm dd0c tOm vé x0 sO “lubn chi ¢ trang thO0ng” hia hin nhilu t00ng lai t0t d0p. TrO
thanh céng dan MO ding nghta vii vidc ¢6 di0c¢ nhidu quydn I0i nhD ng00ibOn x0, ching hin
nhO: quydn bOu cO (the right to vote), quyl n lam vil ¢ cho chanh phi (Government job), quydn

c6 théng hanh Hoa KO (U.S Passport), quydn bl o 1anh than nhan sang MO (Sponsor family
members to come to US)...

Theo qui dl nh hil'n hanh, kO t0 sau ngay 01 thang 10 nam 2009, 0 ng vién dO thi qul ¢ t0ch MO
sl di0c phing vin va test theo khong 100 cau hii m0i.

C6 nhilu y kil n khd, di khac nhau vO vil ¢ thi qul ¢ t0ch MO kiDu mOi.ThOOng khi luyl n thi quic
t0 ch (sau ngay 01/10/2008), ngii0i Vilt minh, du t0 hOc hay di hOc O cac trung tam luyl n thi
quOc tich, diu cn phUichu tring nhidu mit.

- Tr00c hOt, cn hOcthulc ndidung cla 100 cau hiildch sO.

- Til p theo, phUi n0 m thdt vl ng nhi ng théng tin v chinh ca nhan va gia dinh minh.

- KO d6, phii dd y luyl n nghe, n6i va ddc mOt chat d0 cé khil nang dap 0ng nhiing yéu clu clla
vién chic phiing viin MO.

NhO ng cau chuyln kO diiday hy ving s bl tdc phln nad kinh nghidm thi qul ¢ t0ch MO trong
giai do n mii nay.
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1. Thir0tvi cau hii ngoai IO

Ba xa t6i khéng c6 thii gian diin tri0ng I0p luyd n thi, chd t0 hOc 0 nha. Nhilu buli di lam v0 m0t
nhoai, miOt nh0 m mdt m0 cing rang ngli dda td0ng hic thulc t0ng cau hi, hOc di hOc I0i nhiCu
I0n . TOi ngd, tai viln deo headphone nghe dia luydn thiqudc tOch r0 rd d0c thdu dém sult
sang, vili mong mdi nhl p tdm va nghe di0c tOng cau hii cau trd 10i thOt chinh xac. MOy cha con
t6i, thay phién nhau khi o bai “bl” d0 th0, d0 kil u, c0 nha nhd vao mOt “trln danh I0n” vOy!

ROi thang 6 -2009, ngay thi ctiing da din. Ngli chd 0 phong dili phing vin hin nda gil, thi mOt
ba MO mang b0u mOt may d0 au, I0m t0m m0 h6i bl0c ra gli tén Ba x& t6i vao phing vin. ThOi
gian phing vin c6 I0 khéng hin 20 phut. Ba xa t6i dly cla b0 c ra, dang ul oli, n6i mit cau
nh0 ma nh0 ding dit “ROt rdil”.

Cha con téi sau d6 0 nha, anDibld vahdillich sO. Ba xa kil la phdn reading, writing va history
good cl, chl ¢6 cau hii mO d0u la chip cholng trl 10i d0n haildn vin bl I0c d0u. BO kO 1a ba
MO phOng vOn hii xoay quanh vil ¢ “may sing 0 dau trong 5 nam qua?” va bl néi b0 nghe c6

tilng gi nhi 1a “country” trong cau hii nda. Téi néi trong bai hi'c t0 luyln 0 nha c6 cau nay ma:

Question:

Where do you lived during the last five years?

Answer: From .../.../....To .../... ... 1livedat ........................

andfrom .../.../....To .../... ... Ilivedat .............c.ei...

NhO ng ba xa téi néi trl 10i vy, ba ta I0c dlu khéng chi p nhi n. Ba xa téi téi ben ndi vii vién
chlc phOng vin: “ Please say again!”. Ba MO vOn I0p I0i cau hii da ndi, ba xa téi luc do thi't s
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ling tung, dung rdi ma sao sai... rli I0 tai nghe nhi bl p bung vi'y. Quynh qua bl tr0 I0i doi t0
nam nao din nam nao lam vilc 0 dau, vi doan dli chOc bl hOichl lam trong 5 nam qua. Thi la
clng trit 10t !

Nghe bl k0, t6i va miy dda con rlt ngl ¢ nhién. B0 n hém t6i kU 101 chuyl n cho thing em hi
ctng vl a thi dlu qulc t0 ch MO xong, n6 néi nd thidin lIin2 mdidlu, I0n 1 ctng rOt vi cau hi
gil ng vO'y. Lac trong phong thi né cling bli rli va b0t ngd vi cAu hii d0n giln nay, sau vl nha t0
xem I0i nd thO'y r ng do trong phong thi khéng binh tinh nén khdng nghe va hillu ré y mulln hOi
cla vién chic phng vl n:

Question: What country do you live in the last five year?

Answer:The United States (hay tr0 I0i g0n dly d0 la: | am in The United States )

Thirala vly! Chinh sO thilu di0 m tinh, hdi h0 p hay qué xdc ding... da lam cho 0ng vién do thi
qulc tich MO d0 b0 danh hing, do bl danh gia la khong hil u chinh xac cau hii anh ng0.
(ThOOng tri0ng hO'p nay bl ghi la khéng dit vO kI nang understand).

Kinh nhidm cho thO'y la thO0ng nhOng cau hii d0u tién d00c nhan vién SO Di Trd néu ra rlt quan
trdng vi co tinh cach xac dinh xem 0ng vién cé dl khd nang hidu bilt Anh NgO t0i thil u dap
0ng cho cullc phlng vO n hay khéng. NOu 0ng vién cho thy khéng di khO nang drU til p xuc,
cullc phOng v n c6 thd nhanh chong chim dit vaOng vién s d00c yéu cOu vD luy0n thém I0i
titng Anh va s dic sp xOp I0i mOt budi hOn phd ng vi n khac.

Tr0 vO tr00ng hip ba xa t6i, hay clu em hi ... da khéng hilu ray hii din giln cOa vién chiic
phing vin “Ong (ba) sing 0 nO0c ndo trong 5 ndm qua?” a0 chl trl I0i r0t dln giln la “Téi sOng
0 NOOc MO”. Ma c0 may méc nhin diln chOp 0y mOy t0 “during the last five years” nghe khéng
trdn cau ma vOi vO trd 10§ t6i sUng U dla chl nao theo t0ng thdi gian nhi bai hic t0 luydn O nha.

Suy cho cung cau trd 10i nay khdng sai vi cting ndi siing 0 dau, nhi ng khéng dang y cla ngdli
hiichO hOisOng 0 qulc gia nao ma thoi! Billu dé ndi Ién ngd0i 0ng vién phing vl n, khéng hilu
chinh xac ti ng Anh nén bl danh r0t.
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Rat kinh nghil m t0 c&u chuyl n nay, chung ta thO'y ngoai vil ¢ hi ¢ thul c t0t ph0 n History ma nlu
hilu dy d0 theo gilli chuyén mén gli do la phin Civic Test bao ham 3 phU n chinh la Chinh phQ
Hoa KU (American Govern-ment), Coéng dan hii nhi p (Integrated Civics) va L0 ch sO Hoa
KO (American Histpry); 0ng vién ctng nén chu tring di n phi n English Test t0c chud trding din
khO nang dung t0 ngd , n0m v ng nhing t0 vl ng, mJu cdu, cach dit cau can bin, dit bilt la
cac cau hii lién quan diln Who, What, How Many, Where, Why va When. Chu y tim hilu nhl ng
lo0i cu hiithoOng gdp trong cac cullc phing vin, d0 c6 thd théng hilu va tr0 I0i tréi chdy khi
cin. BUivlinglOilln tulindu khéng rd, c6 thl nhl con chau soln giup va hI0ng din cach
thO ¢ hanh, hol ¢ tim mua nhing tai litu hi0ng din d00c bién soln sOn hidn c6 ban 0 cac nha
sach cla nglli Vit minh 0 khODp nOitrén n00c MO. Vil ¢ luyd n nghe thO 0 ng xuyén la cach t0t
nhOt d0 tang kh0 nang théng hillu va 0 ng dap tréi chl'y khi d0 0 c phing vl n, tranh d00 ¢ nhi ng
lo 10 ng thai qué trong ngay thi. KOt qul m0 man s din vOinhdng ai c6 cl ging dang mic !

2. Thivlidd thi mOi hinh nhi d0 d0u hOn?

C6 em t6i vila miithid0u qulc tdch MO mOt cach d dang, mOc du thi vdi d0 thi mOi, &p ding
sau ngay 01/10/2008. Hy vl ng cau chuyln cla c6 c6 thD giup mii ngdOi dang chull n bl thi
qulc tich MO c6 thém nhi ng kinh nghid m quy.

VO vilc hO ¢ thi, em t6i vO n ciing khéng gilli v Anh NgO' (m0i sang MO chCa di0c 6 nam ma), I
ctng di lam t0i ngay - n6i chung thi gian it 0i, nh0 ng em t6i néu Ién mit kinh nghil m tuy khéng
I0 nhOng r0t hay va cé hilu qud, dé la phii luyl n nghe hang ngay, nghe bt cl luc nao cé th
nghe di0c. B6 cing la ly do, nhi ng thang ngay chuln bl thi quOc t0ch, em téi luc nao cung “ ke
ke” bén minh cai may CD Player nhl tron, cung cai si day deo headphone nhi hinh vii bong
viy. Em téi néi, nh chiu khé “nghe nhil u” nén khi vao phi ng v n thi qudc tOch, vién chic SO
Di Trd hdit0i dau no tr0 107 “ro ro” t0i dé nhOng cau hiivO I0ch sO.

Cé Oy cling tam sl thém, sOp din ngay di thi tri0c dé 03 ngay c6 02 vil ¢ phli lam chu dao la
chuln bl diy d0 gily t0 theo yéu clu (ghi rd trong gily hiin) va bl ra mOt buli di do di0ng
trd0c (vi t0 14i xe di thi) a0 ch0 ding khéng bl 10c di0ng ma din tr0 trong ngay thi. Ngay thi nén
an mc chinh t0, dic bilt khédng nén mang theo nhiing vt ding I0 nhit la bl ng kim lo0i d0
tranh luc qua cO ng kil m soat “chudng bao” reng 1én rlit 1a philn.

Vao phong dli theo hiOng din cla nhan vién kil m soat, nlp gily hin0 6 clanhl cla quly
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tilp t&n, sau d6 chi kholng t0 15 dn 30 phat sO di0c gli tén vao phing vin. Khi gdp nhén
vién phng vOn, nén chao hii hd ngln gin vOind cO0ithan thidn, nén binh tinh va tranh lo 10ng
thai qua.

NgOOi phing vin cé em t6i hém dé la mit ngi0i MO gOc Phi, ba ta lam cong vil' c phing vin rOt
dil m tinh. Khi vao phong phing vin, ba 0y yéu clu em t6i gil tay tuyén thd néi dang sU thOt.
Em t6i tuan thD r0tt0t mOi yéu clu. ROiba 0y check phiin dic tilng Anh vii cdu phiidic c6 nOi
dung la: “We vote for President in November” va yéu clu em t6i vilt m0t cau tilng Anh do baly
dic lén: “The Congress makes federal laws”. Em t6i lam dang tit c0. Sau dé baly hiilln 100t
10 cau l0ch s, em t6i trD 10i dung d00c 8/10 cau, em t6i bil't rd, vi thOy ba 0y check trén gily
theo t0ng cau hii dang hay sai. (Hinh nh0 qui d0 nh hiln nay d0 d0u phOn history 0ng vién phUi
tr0 10i dung 7/10 céu hii).

Xong, baly bltdlu nhOng cau hililién quan din théng tin trén miu din Form N-400. Em téi
noi, tri 0 ¢ khi di thi n6 da xem 10i r0t kO n0i dung cla mOu d0n nay, nén trl 10i kha tréi chiy khi
diCc hoi l0i.

Em t6i n6i, nOu chu y kO, hOu nhD cac cau dilc hiil phOn nay, minh chO tr0 10§ “No” hO't. ChO
t0 cau 34 c6 nii dung: “Do you support the Constitution and form of government of the United
States (0 trang 9 ) tr0 vO sau la phCitrD 10i “Yes” , khéng di0c “No”. BIn day, ba 0y m0ind nQ
cO0iva chuc ming em téi da pass. Xong ba 0y in t0 may tinh mitt0 gily trén d6 ghi rd tom t0t
: USCIS “A”-Number (sl th0 xanh), name (tén), DOB (ngay thang nam sinh ), address (d0 a
chl), Home phone (s phone nha) ... va yéu cllu em t6i n0 u thdy dung hay ky tén xac nhin bén
difi. Sau do bain tilp mit gily khac chi tilt hin dly tiDng Anh cl hai mOt gily khi A-4, gli la
mOu N-652 Naturalization Interview Results, cé ghi rd ngay thang phing vin 0 diu tl giCy O
goc trai, goc phii ba 0y ghi bl ng tay s “A”-Number cla em t6i. Xong ba 0y chl vao t0 gily chi
dong c6 check dong chl tilng Anh “You passed the test of English and U.S History and
Government” . Em t6i con d00c IOn 00t hiOng ddn sO nhi ng ndi dung khac bén diUi va trang
sau. Xong, ba trao t0 gil'y cho em t6i, va kit thic bl ng cau n6i gin:"Done!” . ThO la xong, em
da diu kO thi quic t0ch MO mOt cach thuln I0i va nhD mong dbi (vOi thOi gian phng vOn chi
v n vl n khol ng 15 phut), phu hOp viinhOng nO 10c mOt cach thO t0 cOa nd khit0 hic thiqulc
t0ch 0 nha. Em t6i c6 n6i thém luc diu, sau khi chao hUi x& giao, ba ta ¢6 hii lil n hai céu til ng
Anh r0t b0t ngl (c6 10 la dd check ngay khil nang nghe hiCu cOa 0ng vién): 1/ Why are you
going to day? ( Ho6m nay tli sao bl n din day?). Em t6i r0t t0 tin tr0 10i liDn: “I am here for the
citizenship interview”. Ba 0y I0i hOi til p cau 2/ “Do you believe in the Constitution of the
US? (BOn cé tin vao HiOn Phap cla NOOc MO khéng?) Em t6i cling nhanh chdng tr0 10§ chinh
xac: “Yes, 1 do”. B6 la hai hii cau ngln giin “chl p nhodng” trén d0 ng di, tri0c khi b0 0c vao
phong thi chinh thd c. Theo em t6i ndi, khi minh qua d00c nhl ng cau hii d0 ng nay, mdt cach
binh tinh va 10 tin la da vi 0t qua di0c¢ nhO ng khé khan thO thach b00c¢ diu. MOi chuyln vD sau
s ¢6 nhilu c0 hOithuln tidn va thanh cong hin.
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Vi qui dnh trang viO't cOa bai di thi “ Viot vl NOO¢c MO” ¢6 hiin, chO xin cO ng hil' n cung cac b n
2 cau chuyin vl Thiqulctdch MO vidd thi mOinhOt ap ding sau ngay 01/10/2008. Chuc
nhing ai sOp thiqulc tdch MO sO thi d0u mOt cach dd dang trong nhi ng kO thi cOa minh...
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