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Em thich TO ng-thO ng Benjamin Franklin nhO't
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T blc $100thiltkl Divladilc céng bl i Bl Ngan Khl 0 Washington hém Thl T
va sl bt dlu 0 u hanh vao ngay 10 thang 2 nam t1i. (Hinh: Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP)

Hang ngay, chung ta x0 dilng dlng B6é-la MO (cé nhilu loli til n mang tén chung la Dollar nhi ng
theo sau la tén nll oc do) trong trao dli cho nhu-clu cla cul ¢ sl ng. Hil n nay dan ching Hoa-kl
x0-d0ng t0 gily bl c gily (dollar bill) IDn nho't la t0 $100.

Tri0c nam 1964, dan chiing Hoa-k da c6 dip x0-ding cac t0 gily blc c6 gia trd I0n nhi $500
, $1,000, $5,000 va $10,000. Nam 1934 c6 t0 gily blc I0n nhitla $100,000. Sau nam 1964,
nhOng t0 gily blc I0n kO trén it d00 ¢ I0u-hanh trong dan chdng ma chil di0c¢ x0-di ng trong cac
ngan-hang va dung di trao dli trong cac thi ng-vll ma thaoi.

Tuy vy, nDu muln c6, ta vin “mua” dilc 0 cac tay s u-tdm va nhi ng tay budn til n. DT nhién la
sO tiDn mua phOicao hin gia trd c0a sO tiln cla chinh t0 b0c dé, va di-nhién t0 blc dé vOin cé
gia-tr0. TOt cO lodi b0 c dollar dang 10 u-hanh t0i MO va ngoli qul ¢ d00c Bureau of Engraving
and Printing (BEP, cl-quan in 0n va khOc diu), dan MO gdi ndm-na la sO in tiln (The Money
Factory), tr0 c-thul ¢ BO Tai-Chanh Hoa-kU in va phat-hanh.

Gily $1 c6 in hinh TO ng-thd ng Washington, gil'y $2 c¢6 hinh T ng-thl ng Jefferson, gily $5 cé
hinh TO ng-thO ng Abraham Lincoln, gily $10 cé hinh TO ng-th0 ng Alexander Hamilton, gily $20
c6 hinh TO ng-th ng Andrew Jackson, gilly $50 c6 hinh TO ng-th0 ng Ulysses S. Grant, gily b0c
$100 cé hinh TO ng-thd ng Benjamin Franklin, gily $500 c6 hinh T ng-thd ng William McKinley,
gily $1,000 c6 hinh TO ng-thd ng Grover Cleveland, gil'y $5,000 c¢6 hinh T0O ng-thl ng James
Madison va gil'y $10,000 c6 hinh Ong Salmon P. Chase, BD tr10ng Ngan-khd dlu tién cOa
Hoa-kl .

Chan-dung T0O ng-thl ng Washington trén t0 $1 do hi a-sT H. Bourg vO ra. Bén cl nh chan-dung
cla TOng-thl'ng con ¢6 hinh mit con dlli-bang, kim-t0 -thap vii mit con mit 0 trén d0 nh thap.
Chim dli-bang diu trl ng (Bald Eagle) la bilu-t00ng clla ni0c MO, trén dl u chim c6 13 ngbi sao
sang. 0 nglc dli-bang la mOt1a chin c6 13 sic. Chan phUi chim clp canh 6-liu, bilu-t00ng cla
hoa-binh, chan trai clp 13 mai tén, bil u t00ng cla chil n-tranh, a0 u mai tén hiOng v canh
o-liu.

TOtclO nhilng ding blc gily vablcclcdilcinnlicl-sO bandiul Baronton, Massachusetts.
Sau nay, c-sl intiDn nla 0 Washington; nii day lam vil ¢ sult ngay dém, trung-binh in ra
22,500 t0 gily bl c cac lodi. MOt cO-s0 mOi di0c thanh-I0p vao t0i Fort Worth, Texas vao ngay
26 thang 4 nam 1991.
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Theo thl ng-ké, ¢ 500,000 ngd0idan MO thi c6 mOt ngilicédy dinh lam blc gil, vi thO

kO -thuOtin tiDn c0a MO ngay cang phic-t0p hIn dd tranh t0-tring lam tiln gid, nhOtla blnin
bl c gi0 trén lanh-thl Hoa-KO va 0 ngoli-qulc nla. So vli nam 1969, di ng Dé-la bay gil nhi
hOn trd0c 1 inche va chillu ngang cting ngd n hin 1 inch.

Trén tiéu-chul n thi ng-ké can-cl trén t0 blc mii phat-hanh (chla xU ding), cl 490 t0 blc $1
can ning 1 pound, cO 1 trilu t0 $1 can nOng 1 t0n. Ngay nay, cac ngan-hang dung may dim
tidn cho ti0 n gily (dollar bill) va dung ph00ng-phép “can” dil bilt dilc sU til n cO ¢ khi than chi
glivao triing-mOic cla hi.

Cac may ban hang t0-di ng, cac may dim tiln, dli tid n (changing machines) lam sao bilt dilc
tidn thOt hay tidn gil ? C&c loli may nay sU “dlc” ding blc nhd “b0 nh0” (memory chips) v vai
chi-tilt trén t0 gil'y bl ¢ cting nhi céc bl -phln trén may vii tlc-dl do rit nhanh va chinh-xac.
Céc di c-tinh nay giup may tinh ra chinh-xac chil u dai (V=I/t), d0 day (thickness) cla tl gily

bl c. Ngoai ra, mic dl in til n con cé chia chit nam-cham (magnetic ink, magnetic particles),
cac sensors cla cac loldi may trén s “ngli” rIt nhanh. Nhi thd, nhOng t0 b0 c gil khéng hii a0
cac dic tinh trén, cac may s khéng “an” va may s thii chang ra ngoai.

Xin g0i d0n dil n-dan modt vai chuyO n "vui" lién-quan d0n d0 ng Dollar MO .

Trong mOt cullc d0 vui trén dai truyl n-hinh Hoa-kd danh cho hi ¢-sinh bl ¢ trung-h c, cau hii
ditrala: “Qua 42 dii TO ng-thdng MO, em thich TO ng-thO ng nao nhit?”. Cé r0t nhilu cau tr0 I0i
hay, thu-v di0c cac hic-sinh trd I0i cho ban giam-khO o. B0 c-bilt nhit, c6 mOt cau trd I0icla
mOt n0 sinh nhd sau: “Em thich T0O ng-th0 ng Benjamin Franklin nhit” [am cho mOing00i

ngl c-nhién vi trong I0ch-s0 MO, v TO ng-th0 ng nay khéng c6 dil m gi dic-bilt nhit. Khi di0c
hUi ly-do, em nay trll 10i: “Em thich T0O ng-th0 ng Franklin vi hinh 6ng c6 trén t0 gily bic $100”.
Céau tr0 I0i mang tinh-chO't thO c-t0 nay giup em d0c gili thI0ng cao va em ciing di U c ban
giam-kh o ding thul'n t0ng em mOt t0 blc c6 hinh TO ng-thl ng Franklin nhD em hi ng 0 a thich.

TO khi qubc-h0i chd p-thul n cAu motto c0a quic gia, né dilc dlain0 mitsau clatl blc. Cau
motto hil n nay la “In God Wre Trust” (chung ta tin 0 Th0Ong-dl). Nhil u ngd Ui néi dua khéi-hai,
thém cau “...the others pay cash” (nhO' ng ngll Ui khac tr0 tiln mit), ngld y néi: “ngoai Thi O ng-do,
chO tin tiln mOt (khéng tin 0 check, thD tin ding,...). NgdOi MO thD0ng cé cau ndi dua: “Da-sl
phi-n0 MO thOOng t0-hao r0t 0a thich @m-nhic, dilu dang tilc la h0 chl mé c6 hai n0t Do va
La” (ngl y hO nai: hai nOt nhic trén ghép ITi thanh chl Dollar). Riéng 6ng Ralph Emerson, mOt
trilt gia cting la mOt nha th nOi ti0 ng c0a Hoa-KO thi dla ra mOt nhi n-xét nghe qua rit
chua-chat nhi ng cling kha tham-thuy va thi c-t0, dé la: “Ngi0i MO ¢é rOt it d0c tin, hd chO tin
vao s c minh cla ding Dollar ma théi!”.
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