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LTS - Ngay 1 thang 9, 2010 vl a qua, dai phat thanh National Public Radio (NPR) cl'a Hoa K[
cho phat thanh mOt phéng si kéo dai 3 kiU,

lién quan di n cul ¢ di t0n khOi midn Nam nhi ng ngay culi cull ¢ chiln, 30 thang 4, 1975.Phéng
sU cla NPR lién quan din hi t0ng him USS Kirk ma nhilu ngd0i t0 ng nghe qua.

Tuy nhién, dilu it ai bilt, [a USS Kirk da phi quay 10i Vit Nam sau khi nhIn d00c mOt mOnh
I0nh bi mOt: Tr0 I0i Con SOn do gili cOu HOi Quén Viot Nam. D6 la ngay 1 thang 5, 1975, va sl
mOnh 0y d00c thi hanh d00i sO chD huy cda mdt nhéan vitdan sO bi0n. MOidlc gil dicl0icau
chuyln cla 35 nam trlc, qua phOn I00c dich cla Trilu Phong.

H1 ©1ng him USS Kirk FF-1087, til n vao Cén S1n ngay 1 thang 5, 1975, nli 30 chil n thuyt n,
hang chi ¢ ghe danh ca va tau buén dl a Nam Vil t, cung kholl ng 30,000 dan t1 nll n dang chil
dilcdlarakhliViot Nam. (Hinh: Hugh Dole/NPR)
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Ngay 30 thang 4, 1975, quan Bl c Vilt til n vao Sai Gon. Nhing ngii0i MO culli cung rdi khii
miln Nam vai gil tri0c do, trén cac trl c thang, bay ra hang khéng miu hm dang chl sOn
ngoai khii. Chil n tranh Viot Nam chinh thic chim dOt.

TOt cd chiln thuyn HOi Quan MO tuln t0 rOi khOi Viot Nam.

Ngoli trl... dém Dy, thuyln tr0 0 ng Paul Jacobs clla hi tng hOm USS Kirk nhOn df0c I0nh bi
mOt: quay I0i Viot Nam!

ThuyOn trl0ng Paul Jacobs diic I0nh c0a D6 Bl ¢ Donald Whitmire, ngi Ui dil u khidn chiln
dich di t0n “Operation Frequent Wind,” tU chillc USS Blue Ridge, sodi him chi huy cla b0
Thit HIm BOi.

Ong Jacobs nhi [0il0nh bt ngd cla D DO ¢ Whitmire vii nli dung: “Ong dl0c I0nh phli quay
tr0 107 ViDt Nam d0 gili cOu HOi Quan Nam Vilt. Chung ta quén mit hO. NOu khéng cOu hi, t0t
cl c6 thD sO b0 gidt chdt.” Tuy nhién, quan I0nh d0a xul ng co6 dillu kO cOc, do6 la 6ng sO nghe
theo I0nh ca mOt nhan vt dan sO.

Nhan vt dan s bi0n 0y cé tén Richard Armitage.

Ong Richard Armitage I&n chil ¢ Kirk vao Itic n0a dém. VO sau 6ng nay tr0 thanh nhan vit sO
hai ca Colin Powell, b0 tr10ng Qulc Phong di0i thdi TOng ThO ng Bush. HOi d6 6ng Armitage
chl m0i d0 30, thi hanh cong tac dl ¢ bilt nay theo I0nh cla bl trd0ng Qulc Phong.

Sau khi vl a 1én boong chil ¢ Kirk, 6ng Armitage [0p t0c d00c dla din phong st quan dl gl p hai
6ng Jacobs va Thillu TO0Ong HOi Quan Donald Roane, 10 10nh doan hi t0ng hOm.
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Doan chil n thuyl n Nam Vi tn i dudi theo chil ¢ USS Kirk til n vao Subic Bay, Philippines.
(Hinh: Hugh Dole/NPR)

Ong Armitage nhi 10i Thilu TO0ng Roane néi cau dili khai nhil: “Ong bl n trd i, t6i khdng quen
viitriOng hip, vao luc nda dém I0i cé mit ngl0i dan s xa I0 blOc Ién tau rli ra IDnh cho t6i.”

Ong Armitage dap: “T6i cling ngl ngang khéng kém, thl a 6ng, khi b0 ¢ chan [én mOt con tau I
vao luc dém hém khuya khoOt r0i ra [0 nh cho 6ng. Téi ra I0nh 6ng cho tau hi 0 ng vi phia Cén
Sin.”

Va tho la h0 thi hanh theo I0nh 6ng.

Chilc Kirk vOi thOy th0 doan gdm 260 ngd0i nhOn I0nh tiln ddn Cén SOn, miOt dio nhd nO'm
cach ditlion Viot Nam ching 50 d0m, chla b0 quan BOc¢ Vilt chilm. Bay la n0i c6 nha tu nOi
tilng va bay gil la chi trd 0 n cla nhi ng chil n thuyln con sét I0i cla HOi Quan Nam Vilt.
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Armitage 14 ng00i d0 ra kO holch cho tau thuyOn v t0 t0u nii day. Ong t0t nghilp tri0ng st
quan HOi Quan Hoa KO, Annapolis, t0ng la st quan tinh bao HIi Quéan, di0c chi dlnh lam vilc
chung vlli cac diin vl Nam ViOt Nam.

Trong thUi gian cl ng tac, 6ng d0 0 ¢ di ng minh miln Nam kinh n0 va tr0 nén thdng thl o tilng
Viot. Tho r0iéng 0 chic va rdi bl HOi Quan di phin ddi vil c chinh phD Nixon d0t bat ky hill p
dl nh hoa binh Paris. Ong tin ring Hoa KO mull n ban ding Nam Vit Nam.

Khi bil't rd chinh ph0 Nam Vilt sOp sOp dO, BO Qulc Phong yéu clu Armitage tr0 10i ViDt Nam
vOi s0 mOnh nguy hidm, dé la di chuylln hol ¢ pha h0y tau thuy0On h0i quan cung mii phO0ng
tion kO thuOt d0 khéng bo rli vao tay COng SOn.

Vai tul n tr00 ¢ khi Sai Gon thOt thD, Armitage tim dll n van phong ngi0i bln ct la B0i T4 b0
Kiom, tham mOu ph6 HOi Quan Nam Vilt Nam. HO cung phéc thilo ki hoO ch mOt nhOm gili cOu
cac chil n thuyl n HOi Quan Viot Nam, m0Ot khi chinh ph mi0n Nam d0u hang.

Thang 4, 1975, Richard Armitage, m0 t cong chl ¢ 30 tul i, Ianh s0 m ng nguy hid m: tl 0 Vidt
Nam vao thl i gian 30 thang 4 dl dl u tau thuyt n hi i quan Nam Vio t. (Courtesy Richard
Armitage)
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Pii Ta Kiom nhO I0i minh da nhi ¢ nh0 vOi Armitage r0 ng khéng nhi ng ¢l u tau ma con phiiclu
nglOinOa. Ong néi: “Ngl0i cla tdi khong thi ra di nd u khdong mang theo di0c gia dinh hO, bOi
th sO déng ngiOil0m.”

Nghe vy Armitage chi im I0 ng, khong néi di0 c, cling chl ng ndi khdng, va Bli Ta Kil m cho
ring “nh0 vy cé nghiala dingy.”

V0O phOn Armitage, 6ng khéng cho cac sip I0n 0 Ngd Giac Bai bilt trén nhi ng chil n thuyl n sl
c6 sU hiln diln cladéan tl nin, e rdng chinh quydn MO khéng chi u.

“Nhan vt dan sl bi 0n” b0 ng nhién xullt hiln trén h0 t0ng h0m USS Kirk ngay culli cung cla
chiln tranh Vilt Nam, quay I0i Vit Nam, gili cOu h0i quan midn Nam, chinh la Richard
Armitage, vl sau lam d0n chic thd tr00ng Ngoli Giao Hoa KO diUi thdi TOng Thi ng George W.
Bush.

Ong Armitage sinh t0i Boston, tt nghilp HO ¢ Vil n HIi Quan Hoa KO ndm 1967. Tai lil u néi

rl ng, trong chil n tranh ViOt Nam, 6ng Armitage la ng00i mOo hi0m, Ian x0 vao ndi nguy hilm
nhit cla nhing trin hii chiln. Ong &n chung, ngl chung, ngay trén nn dlt, vii ngd i linh miln
Nam, va ki chuyOn tilu lam cho h b ng thO til ng Viot hoan hio.Thay vi mi ¢ quan phUc,
Armitage I0i thO0ng chOn trang phOc Vilt Nam, va co6 cU tén Vidt Nam: TrOn Van Phu.’

Pilu chic chlin la cl hai ddu khoéng rd s c6 bao nhiéu ngliCit] nOn0 Cén SOn. Taililu I0ch sO
sau nay dla ra con sl 20,000, nhilng cé hi sO I0i cho la 30,000.

Chil ¢ Kirk di sult dém va ghé vao Con SO n luc r0 ng sang ngay 1 thang 5.0 day da c6 sin 30
chiln thuydn HOi Quan midn Nam, hang chl ¢ ghe danh c& cung tau buén. TOt c0 diu dl'y nhoc
dan tl nOn.

Toén chuyén vién cl khi t0 chilc Kirk I0p t0 ¢ chuyl n sang cac tau thuydn dé, di sla chla dilc
chilc nao hay chilc 0y. Chilc nao hi hay cd qua thi do I0i.
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Kent Chipman, hii d6 chd mii 21 tuliva la th0 cO khi phong may, mé t0 tinh trfing cl a tau
thuyO n: “Chil c nao chilc nl'y ci mém, r0 sét, x0u xi. MOt sO khéng chl'y di0c phlinhD chilc
khac kéo, vai chilc bl ni0c r0 vao bén trong.” MOt chil ¢ tau buén dang chim din vi qua 101,
ngl0i 0 khoang di0i phOidung giay doi tat n00c ra ngoai.

Culli cung thi doan tau gilm tau chill n, ghe danh ca, thuydn budn, ndi dudi theo chil ¢ Kirk
hoOng vO Philippines. Sau sau ngay theo dudi chil ¢ Kirk, trong toan bl 30,000 “hanh khach,”
chl cé ba ngdlichit.

ChOa hOt, khi doan tau vao din g0 n Philippines, thuyl n trd0 ng chil ¢ Kirk nhin d00 ¢ tin khéng
vui. SO hiln di n c0a doan tau Nam Viot Nam trong mOt cOng cla Phi s mang I0i cho chinh
quyl n Manila sO nguy hidm v mOt ngoldi giao.

ThuyOn tr10ng Jacobs nhO I0i: “Chinh quyC n Philippines khéng cho phép ching t6i vao bll. Ly
do: nhi ng tau thuyl n nay, nay thullc s hlu cOa Bl c Vilt, va Manila khéng mul n c6 chuyln
ding chi'm vOitan chinh phd.”

Chinh quyd n TOng Thi ng Ferdinand Marcos la mOt trong nhilng n00c ddu tién céng nhi n chinh
phd COng SOn cai trl hai miln Nam-BO ¢ Vilt Nam, va Jacobs dilc cho billt Ia phi quay t0t cl
tau ra bil n.

Armitage va BUi T4 Kil m cung di ddn m0t gili phap ma hl nght r0ng Marcos s chOp thul n. KO
hoUch: GilOng c0 MO trén 0t cD tau thuyOn, thay vi cI Nam Vilt Nam. Dilu nay c6 nghta la t0t
cl da dilc hoan trd cho Hoa KU, vi rdng trong thUi gian chil n tranh, tau thuydn d0u do MO cho
miln Nam m0O0n dai hOn.

Tho la phii khé khan [0m mii kiDm d0 cO cho hit 30 chil n thuyd n. Hai sT quan hi quan t0
chil c Kirk 1én mOi chil n thuyd n Vit Nam d0 til p nhO n, sau khi lam I0 ban giao tau va qul ¢ kO
thOt trang nghiém.

Rick Sautter, m0t trong nhilng st quan t0 chil ¢ Kirk sang til p nhd n mOt chil n thuyO n, ndi r0 ng:
“Do la hinh Onh culi cung cla Nam Vit Nam. Khi c n0c nay h0 xulng va c0 MO kéo Ién, cé
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nghta, thd la chOm dit. Vitrén ly thuyOt, mOt tau hOi quan d00c xem nh0 1&nh thO chd quyln
cla mitqulc gia, nhi vy, thdididm dé chinh la ldc Nam Viot Nam khéng con lanh thi chl
quylnngda.”

bii Ta Kiom nhO IDi: “Hang ngan, hang ngan ngi Ui Vit Nam trén cac con tau diing lo0t cOt
tilng ca bai quic ca cla midn Nam. Khi c hd xulng, hd khoc tOc tiii.”

Ngay 5 thang 7, nhi ng con thuyln mang c MO tidn vao Subic Bay.

boivlidantl nin, day chl miila bllc diucla mitculc hanh trinh dai, dla hd din Guam va
sau d6 sang dinh c 0 MO.

Armitage no6i ring éng cOm th'y “ganh t0” v i cac quan nhén trén chil ¢ Kirk. Du rl ng con tau
nay chla hd di phin chilndlu O Vilt Nam I0n nao nhing né kit thdc cul ¢ chiln vOisO ming
clu vOt hang chlc ngan dan t0 nIn, mOt trong nhi'ng sU mnh nhan dlo I0n lao nhit trong
quan sl Hoa K. (TP)
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