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“Quin dlo Paracel hiln do Trung Qulc quln tr0 nhi ng Vit Nam doi
chl quyin.”
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Xin I0u y: Ong Chris Jones, Tl ng Bién TOp

Thoa Ong Chris Jones,

BOn dd Chinh Tr0 ThD Gidi mOi (SO 22005C, 2009), do HIi Bla DU Qulc Gia (NGS) phl biln,
ghi chtl Qu n Bl o Paracel trong biln Dong Nam A (SEA) 1a thul ¢ Trung Quic, khac hOn vii
cac ghi chu trong cac bl n dd NGS phl biln nam 1943 va 1994. BDay chic la mit [0m I0n, cé thO
lam mOingd0i cho ring hii NGS da thién vO trong viln dil con dang trong vong tranh chlp, bOi
I0 quin dlo nay chda hd dilc bdtcl mdtch quan qudctl ¢6 thi m quydn nao phan quylt la
thul c v n00c¢ nao. VOi tinh thO n ton trdng khi o cOu va cdng bl ng, ching t6i d0 nghl NGS sl a

sai vi cac sl kil n sau:
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1. CO Trung Quic va Viot Nam da trinh b0y ching ¢l la quin d0o nay thul c vl minh t0 thd kO
15. Vao thD kO 19 va 20, Vilt Nam n0m d00i s bl o hd c0a nd0c Phap, va quln d0o Paracels
thul ¢ 1anh thO Viot Nam. Khi ng00i Phap rat khii Viot Nam sau nam 1954, quin dlo nay dilc
trao tr0 Nam Vit Nam, va chinh phl nay c6 cho khai khi n tai nguyén cung la dit quan dii tru
phong trén dlo. Nam 1974, I0i d0ng quan dii MO rut quan khi Nam Viot Nam, Trung QuU ¢ da
t0 n cbng quan tra phong Vilt Nam va chil m déng quln dlo nay. TO do tli nay, Vit Nam chla
bao gil nhing quin dlo nay cho ai, va cac hic gill quic t0 dlu ghi cha la chd quyln con dang
bl “tranh chdp”. C6 r0t nhilu tai lilu vO nhO ng sU kil n nay, nhl ng chang t6i chd néu ba tai lilu
di0iday do tho nay khéng qua dai.

DK Digital Maps for 21st Century, published by Oxford University Press, page 179.
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,908427,00.htm|

http://www.seasfoundation.org/library/cat view/30-tai-lieu-tieng-anh

2. Trung Qul c tuyén bl danh chd quyln hdu hitbidn SEA ma cac nllc sau day bao quanh:
dio HOi Nam, Viot Nam, Ma Lai, Nam D00 ng, Brunei, va Phi Lult Tan (xem bdn d0). Nam
1988, Trung Qulc cling I0i tan sat binh linh hi quan Vilt Nam d0 chiim m0t vai ddo thulc
qul n d0 o Spratly, va nay dung Paracel va Spratly d tuyén bl hiu hit biln SEA la lanh hi cla
Trung QuOc. Trung QuOc hi0n dang xay mit trung tdm hOi quén co6 tu ngd m nguyén t0 t0i dl o
HOi Nam, cung nhil'u phi tr00 ng trén qul n dl o Paracel va Spratly d0 duy tri quy0 n kil m soat
toan thU tai nguyén diu khi va ngl sOn trén vung bid n ménh méng nay, cung la kil m soat cac
hiil0 quan tr0ng gil a Singapore va Nhit B0 n. Thom chi, Trung Qul ¢ da thach di sO cé mit
cla Hoa KO t0i SEA bl ng cac sl kiln nh0 theo d6i va xua duli cac phi cl do tham va cac tlu
khOo clu cla HOi Quan MO (vi di, s kiDn phicl 1EP-3 b0 chidn ddu cl Trung Quic va ding
ngay 1 thang 4 nam 2000 va t0u hii d00ng hic Impeccable bl xua duli ngay 8 thi ng 3 nam
2009.)

Map : From UNCLOS and CIA, published by BBC News: http://www.bbc.co.uk/viethamese/viet
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nam/2009/06/090602 viet malay claim.shtml

Trung Quil ¢ doi lam chil toan thl Bil n Béng Nam A trong hinh vii 107 bo

3. Cac ni0c chung quanh biln SEA va Trung Quic dlu da n0p ho sO t0i cO quan quln tr0
ThiaOOc vl LultBOi DOONng cla Lién Hilp Quic (UNCLOS), trinh by chl quyln cla minh va
tuyén b0 sO tuén thD ThiaOOc. MO c du ai cting thly cOn phli c6 mitcl ging dan x0p va phan
X0 céc tranh chlp nay, Trung Qulc I0i c00ng quylt doi dam phan tay déi vii tdng n00c nhl va
gitrariacac nilc rltquan tdm din vin d0 nh0 Hoa KO, On B0, Nhit Bl n, Nga va cac nilc
Pong Nam A. Ré rang la s tranh chlp v chll quyln vl quln dlo Paracel va Spratly la rit ric
rli va c6 ¢l nguy cho hoa binh thd gili.

CacOnphimvabindl cdaNGS da dilcritnhilungllidlc vatham khio khOp thd giDi.
Chung téi hi viing I0i ghi chtd nhD da néi 0 trén la v6 tinh va NGS sl ¢cé cach chinh sl a thich
0ng. Cac chinh sOa nay s khing d0i nh vilc NGS khdng bao gil thién vO trong cac vin dl
tranh chl p d0a chinh tr0.

Chung t6i mong ring NGS dung I0i ghi chu cla Atlas ThD Gilli do NGS xul't b0 n nam 2006, c6
bién : “Qul n dl o Paracel hil n do Trung Qulc quin tr0 nhing Viot Nam doi chi quyldn.” Ghi chu
nay la phi'n anh sl thit hiln t0i.

Ching téi cdm 0ns0 chay cla Ong.

Kinh thC,

TS Ngé Vinh Long, Gido SO Nghién COu A Chau va Lién HI A Chau —Hoa KO , B0i Hlc Maine

TS T0O Van Tai, Gidng Vién va Nghién COu Vién, Bli HO ¢ Lult Harvard; lult sO; COu Gido SO
P0i Hic Lult Saigon
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TS Vi Quang Vilt, TO VOn Lién Hilp Quic; COu Tri0ng Ban ThO ng Ké cac Quic Gia Thanh
Vién LHQ, tac gil nhilu bai tham ludn v0 Tranh ChOp Bidn Bong t0i Trung Tam Nghién COu
DNA, Yale University, 18 thang 11, 2009.

Nguyén BOn Tilng Anh

March 12, 2010

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY

1145 17th St, NW

Washington, D.C 20036-4688

nationalgeographic.com/magazine

ngsforum@ngm.com

Attn: Mr. Chris Jones, Editor in Chief

Dear Mr. Chris Jones,

The new World Political Map (Item 22005C, 2009), published by the National Geographic
Society (NGS), shows the Paracel Islands in Southeast Asia (SEA) as belonging to China, in
contrary to the 1943 and 1994 maps. This must be an error that puts the NGS as taking side on
the disputed status of the archipelago whose legal status has not been arbitrated by any
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international legal body. In the interest of scholarship and fairness, we ask you to consider
corrective actions based on the following facts:

1. Both China and Vietnam have presented historic evidences of their possession of the
Paracels dating back to the 15th century. In the 19th and 20th century, the Paracels were
identified as part of Vietnam when it was a protectorate of France. It was returned to South
Vietnam in 1954 and the South Viethamese posted garrisons and exploited natural resources
there. In 1974, taking advantage of the American withdrawal from South Vietnam, China
attacked the South Viethnamese and took the archipelago over by force. Since then Vietnam
never ceded rights to the archipelago and international scholars classed it as “disputed”. There
are numerous documents regarding these facts. Due to lack of space, we cite only the following:

DK Digital Maps for 21st Century, published by Oxford University Press, page 179.

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,908427,00.html

http://www.seasfoundation.org/library/cat view/30-tai-liu-ting-anh

2. China has claimed practically the entire SEA waters bordered by Hainan, Vietnam,
Malaysia, Indonesia, Brunei and the Philippines as its maritime territory (see map). It uses
Paracels and some islands of the Spratly archipelagos, which it also took over by force in a
1988 bloody invasion, as centerpieces of the claim. It is building a nuclear navy base on Hainan
and several airfields on the Paracels and Spratlys in order to patrol this vast expanse of
international water; claiming all mineral rights; forbidding the fishing activities of Southeast
Asian countries; and controlling the vital sea routes between Singapore and Japan. In fact, it
has challenged the presence of the United States in the area by harassing U.S. signals
surveillance planes and research ships (e.g., April 1, 2000, incident regarding the US Navy
1EP-3 aircraft and the March 8, 2009, incident regarding the US Navy ship Impeccable.)
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