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Bl ng ding bén mi anh va khéc I6¢: Anh khéng U trong mO nay. Anh khéng chi't dau em.

Qua Ghi Chép Cia Mit Tinh Bao MJ
Khéng ché ngll i dang khen
Khéng khen ngd i dang ché

0 Ti0ng Lé Van Hl ng

James E Parker Jr., tac gill culln sach “Last Man Out — A Personal Account of the Vietham
War”,” la miOt gili chi ¢ tinh bao cla CIA r0i khii Vilt Nam culli cung vao ngay 1 thang 5 (1975)
sau mO0i nam phOc vO, giai do0n d0u vOi vai trd mOt quan nhan, va giai dol n sau trong nganh
tinh bdo Hoa KO . Trong cul ¢ chil n tranh ViJt Nam, t4c gil t0 hao la “I was among the first men
in and | was the last man out” va culn sach trén di0c B6 B¢ Elmo Zumwalt, vil TO LOnh HOi
Quéan Hoa KO tr0 tudi nhit trong I0ch sO hi0n dUi, danh gia la “sing ding va thuydt phic... MOt
bl sung quan tring cho nin van hic kO nguyén Vilt Nam.” B00c bilt thém, B6 Bl c Elmo
Zumwalt trong thi kO cud c chiln Viot Nam leo thang la ch0 huy tr00ng Chi0n DOch
SEALORDS (Southeast Asia Lake Ocean River and Delta Strategy) phat xudt t0 Can CO Nam
Can (Ca Mau). Va qua thoi “Vilt Nam hda Chil n tranh,” 6ng di xult va thi hanh kO holch
ACTO (Accelerate Turnover to the Vietham) nhI m chuyl n giao va trang b0 quan c0 hiiquén
nhanh chéng cho Vilt Nam (Theo “T0 Biln Chiln Tranh Vit Nam” c0a Nguyl n KO  Phong).

Bl c bilt trong “Last Man Out” rli rac trong nhilu chdng, tac gil dl cUp, qua ghi chép va nhi'n
xét, a0 n nhilu nhén vt quéan s tén tuli ma éng ¢ nhilu cO hOiva thdi gian lam vil ¢ chung,
nh0 Nguyl n Khoa Nam, Lé Van Hing, Trdn Van Hai, HI Nglc COn. Tac gill mé t0 t00ng
Nguyl n Khoa Nam dillm d0'm, lam vi ¢ mO n can, chu toan tring trach t00ng chl huy... TOOng
Tr0n Van Hai tham tr m, khép kin, hat thul ¢ nhil'u, va ¢é v0 it nhilu dinh kil n vii cac cl vOn,
gili chOc MO. NhOng v t00ng nay cé tai quan s, da cho tac gil bilt tri0c vao ngay 22 thang 4
la Saigon da bl COng SOn bao vay rli sO “m0t trong 7 ngay” sau do, can cU theo sO thOm dlnh
va 00c doan tinh hinh quan s va nhing biln chuyl n chinh tr0 r0t x0u cho midn Nam vao luc
bly gil. TOD ng Hai nghiém m0t, nang cao ly ca phé dic dit trong chilc binh gil O0m, mOi tac
gil cng ly d0 clu nguyln cho nhi ng chiln sTda hy sinh va chac lanh cho nhau ... Tac gil
danh cho Bi Ta HO NgOc COn (trong sach in la Canh, c6 1D tac gil quén céach vilt chd COn) sO
cIm mOn nOng hOu. Trd0c khilam t0nh tr00ng ChioOng Thiln, B0i T4 COn da nditiong vOi

nhO ng chiln céng, nhit 1a nhi ng trdn danh gili vay cho An LOc, va mOt phn bén mOt b0




Con NglUi va Cai Chitcla TOOng Lé Van Hing

T&#225;c Gi&#7843;: James E. Parker, Jr
Th&#7913; T&#432;, 07 Th&#225;ng 9 N&#259;m 2011 07:20

th0 0 ng, du da gili phOu chOnh hinh viln con d0 I0i vOt sUo dai dic theo ham. Tac gill nhi n xét
Pii Ta COn la “linh cOa linh, can tr00ng va thanh liém” (he was a soldier’s soldier, brave and
incorruptible).
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TiOng Lé Van Hl ng

Riéng TOOng Lé Van HOng, tac gi0 James E. Parker, Jr. ghi [0i nhilu chi ti0t hdn.

Trong sult thdi gian vO lam vil ¢ t0i vung chau thD COu Long (Vung 4), chd yOu tdi COn ThO va
cac tOnh lan cOn, tac gil do vai trd “case officer” trong nganh CIA nén luén c6 dip gip TOONng
HOng. Ngay diu tién didn kiln 6ng T0Ong TO LOnh SO Boan 21 BO Binh, tac gil “h0il0y lam 10”7
vO céch danh gilc va dilu quéan clla TOOng HIng la “th0 nhilu ho n céng” khi dbi bén trao dli va
thOo luln, vO kO hoOch quan sO trong vung. “T0i sao 10i danh mOt trd n chil n dang thua?” tac gil
thOc mOc thi t00ng HOng cO0i va hoi l0i: “Téi con cd nhing I0a chin gi n0a dau?” rii chim rai
néi tilp —“Pay la ditni0c cla tbi.”

Sau nhilu thang lién tic lam vilc d0 I0p mOng I00i tinh bao t0i vung chau thl, tac gil ghi nhi n
t00ng HOng danh rt nhilu thii gi0 cho vilc trdn mOc: Sang sUm thI0ng dap trl ¢ thang di tho
satvatrao dilivlicac din vl tring dla phiOng. Trd v hipting kOt tdi B0 ChO Huy SO Boan
va thi nh thoOng hOp khIn v0 dém. Cang vO sau tac gi0 mUi hilu ra thém t0ng quan (outlook)
clamit éng t00ng Viot Nam trong cul ¢ chiln gila nhing ng00i Vidt Nam ngay trén qué hi [ ng
cla minh. TOOng HOng tin ring sO chiln d0u thO ¢ sO cho vung chau thd dang didn tidn 0 nhing
ndi khac, c6 thd trong cac culc hip hanh 0 Sai Gon. VO I0i, la mOt ng00i theo do Phit, éng tin
vao dil nh mnh, nhing gi xOy ra vii nhing hOu qul gi dem din dlu la sO an bai, x0p dit trong
vinvitcl.

Tuy nhién, thang 2 nam 1975, theo doi hli cla clp trén t0 COn ThO va Sai Gon, T0Ong HOng da
phat [0 nh t0n céng mOtI0c I00ng quén sO tring ylu cla COng SOn t0i mOn déng cla tinh
ChO0Ong Thil'n, nOm trong mOt mOt khu lau d0i thul ¢ ring U Minh — Theo tac gil, day la chiln
dlch ding binh [0n nhOtva khD cOc nhitcOa TOOng HINng vii nhi ng dif u kil n kho khan va
phiOng tiDn hOn hOp. ChD con cach tdn cong dl ch theo 10i “lifu cIm ma gl p mIm” thidu hOt do
thO : Phi v khéng quén hin chl nén khéng v n chuyln kD p thdi cac quén cl, khi gili n0 ng,

dif u d0ng nhanh cac din vl chidn ddu t0n kich thin tdc. Quan dii Hoa KU tuy d0 101 nhilu sung
dii bac nhing thilu d n, con nhil u min claymore nhi ng khéng ¢6 d0 b0 phin khi dlng
(activators), con nhidu lodi din di0c, nhing ngoi ni da t0t! Tuy vy nhd sO chO huy tai gili, sO
can trd0ng va thion chiin c0a quan I0c Vilt Nam Clng Hoa, I0c I00ng cing sin Blc Vilt da bo
diy Iui sau vao rdng U-Minh khi k't thac chil n di ch. Trin danh I0n nhd vOy hi'n nhién chiln
tr00ng tan cul c phiitang téc, sU chit choc va thing tOt cl déi bén phiinhilu. Tac gil ngim
ngui ghi chép tdm trl ng TOO ng HO ng trong hoan ¢l nh tan cul ¢ chil n d6: General HI ng was not
sure if he had, in fact, secured the net advantage. He had used much of his limited resources.
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For what? ... He suffered extensive ca§ualties. TO0Ong HOng khéng bilt chil ¢ la trong thi ¢ t0
minh co6 thOng I0i thO ¢ sO hay khéng. Ong ta giin nhl da x0 lang nhi ng gi con cé trong tay. B0
cho gi day? Ong da chilu dil ng bao thU tai 00ng.

Trong con ngl0i v6 th0Nng con cé mit van nhan. Tac gil da siing vOi TOONng HO ng nhi ng buli
chilu dim thO m: HOi tham chuyl n gia dinh, ban chuyln n00c MO, chuydn thdi s0, thOo lu0n van
ch00ng. Kiln thc 6ng t00ng uyén bac, nhilu nha van va tac phim van chilng M0 éng dl clp
phin tac gil con chla dictliduring la “m0tsach” dlc khéng dili hai ba culln sach mii tull n.
Con ToOng Hing Da kO chuydn Ioch sO Vilt Nam va Chil n tranh Bong DI 0ng. Ong &n néi can
nhoc, t0 t0n, lubn t00i c00i, ngay cd nhd ng khi tranh ludn cac vin dd quan trdng. TOOng HINng
c6 dilc nhing nét tl tin dic bilt va quanh ngl0i édng nhi toat ra vi thanh thOn, trl m tinh. Tanh
tinh khi ai, ritdd gay dic cOdm tinh cDa mOingd0it0 éng t00ng da thu phlc “con tim” cla mOdt
dil p vién MO, t0 o thanh tinh b0 n than thilt gil a hai nglUi.

Va tac gil da danh riéng phin 10i b0t (Epilogue) d0 kU I0i cai chOt bi trang, thD0ng cIm cla
t00ng Lé Van HOng. DOD0i day la phOn dOch cla LOi BOt.

Ngay 30 thang 4 nam 1975, dang luc 7 gid t0i, T0Ong Hing, COu TO LOnh SO Boan 21 BO Binh
Quéan LOc Viot Nam COng Hoa va cing la ngi0i b0 n cOa t6i, da nhin gdi v éng di n van phong
lam vilc t0i COn ThO. TOOng HIng cho vO biltla cé mO0ingd0i dan dla phl0ng dln thinh cOu
6ng ding ching trd vOilOc I00ng Viot COng dang til n quan vé thanh phO. HO n6i blln Cong SOn
sO phao kich nat COn Thi thanh dilng gl ch v n va gay th0ng vong cho nhil'u dan lanh. TO O ng
HOng n6i vOi vO rOng 6ng hilu ré chuylln d6 va ding y sU khéng dil thanh phD COn ThO biln
thanh mit bai chil n trd0ng tuylt vl ng. Ong ciing cho bilt kI hol ch khO n ¢l p rat lui cuing mO't
sO thul ¢ hO vao mOt mOt khu xa xbi vung chéu thi d& hin tr00c, nii sl sOng khé tin t0i. BOu
hang gill c khdng phlila mOt gili phap IDa chin.

TO0Ong HIng ciing khéng hd nght t0i vidc dil n kil n va thlo luln vOi mOt quan chic Viot Clng
tradch nhidm trong vung, ThiOng Ta Hoang Van Thich, di ban giao vung Chau th0 Nam BO cho
COng SOn. Ong khéng bl nilc dl thoat than. Ong c6 mit trach nhil m vii nhl ng quan nhan da
danh ming sing clahi 0 I0i v tritrinthl. Ong da 0 10i bl ng mOt IDa chin vinh di. Ong phUi
t0 quydt d0nh sinh mOng ca minh.

V0O cla TOOng HOng b0t khoc va nan n 6ng hay suy tinh ITi. “T0i sao minh khéng th0 bl ra
ngoli qudc gil ng nhd nhing ngd0i khac?,” ba hii chl ng.

TOOng HOng I0p I0i 10n nda vOi vO vO trach nhilm riéng dli vii xO sO va binh linh. Ong 6n tin va
chOm réi ndi ti0 p: “Minh dl ng d0 anh b0 mOt Iong kién d nh. Gill day cU danh ti0 p cing chl
dem I0i rOc rdi va mOt mat khédng nhi ng cho gia dinh va ba con minh, ma con cho binh linh va
dan lanh nla. Va anh khéng muln thdy mit thdng COng SOn nao hit.”

ROi TOOng HOng ding ddy, d&m vO vao long, va rit n00c mit. Sau cung, 6ng ndi cung vO: “LO 1én
di minh, t0i m0i Ma va din cac con v6 day gilp anh.”

Khi ngd0i Ma vO va cac con bl c vé van phong lam vilc cla éng r0i, T0Ong HIng ndi I0i chia
tay va cui xull ng hén ting dla con.
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Bén ngoai van phong, nhil u st quan va binh linh thulc clp [0n 100t kéo t0i, A0 ng sUp hang
ngoai san, chi dii l0nh.

TOOng HO ng tuyén bl vil ¢ chiln d0u da cho m dit. Ong néi, n00c d4 mOt 1a do 1anh dl o kém O
Sai Gon, va xin thu ¢ clp tha thO 10i cho 6ng, nOu nhi c& nhan éng da c6 nhing I0i 10 m nao do.
BO u khéng khi xung quanh nlng n. “Téi xin chd p nhO n céi chit. Vinh bilt cac anh em,” TOO ng
HOng dO't cau.

TOOng HOng dl a tay 1én chao va dla tay blt ting ngl0i mit. Ong yéu clu miinglira vi. MOt
vai quan nhan vin ding t0i chd khéng chiu lui b00c, nén t00ng HIng bul ¢ long phUiblOc t0i
diy va gilc hd vi. ROiéng blo vO ding cé nai nd thém dilu gi n0a va chl mdt minh b00c vo
van phong lam vil c.

ChU trong khoU nh khi ¢ sau dé vang Ién mit tiDng sung n0. TOOng HOng da t0 sat bl ng sung.
(HOt trich)

Sau phin LOi BOt, va x0p culi trang sach “Last Man Out” James E. Parker Jr. da chi n bai th0
cla m0t chil n binh MO 0n danh (Lam t0i Cao Nguyén Trung PhOn Vilt Nam, khol ng nam
1969). TO va y bai th0 hoa mU, lang mOn va phl ng phit siéu thoat, nhing dit bl ng mit cau tho
diy hao khi tang b0 ng h0 th0 nh0 khi ti0t c0a nhd ng chil n s, hil p khach Béng Phi0ng:

Do not stand by my grave and weep:
I am not there. | do not sleep...

I am a thousand winds that blow

I am the diamond’s glint on snow

I am the sunlight on ripened grain

I am the gentle autumn’s rain

When you awake in the morning’s hush
I am the swift uplifting rush

Of quiet birds in circle flight

Do not stand by my grave and cry:

I am not there. | did not die.

TOm dOch nghta:

Bl ng dlng bén ml anh vanhl [ :

Anh khéng U trong mQ nay. Anh khéng ngll dau em.
Anh la ngan ngl n gio thl i khD p ph00 ng tr i

Anh la kim c00ng D p lanh trén tuy0 t b nh

Anh la anh nl ng nhul m vang h0 t lua chin
Anhlagiltmiaciatilithu éml

Khi em thQ ¢ gil ¢ luc ban mai thinh [0 ng

Anh la I ¢ xua dan chim Vil t bay cao

NhO ng canh chim Bng 0 00 n nhQ ng d10 ng vong
Bl ng dl ng bén ml anh va khoc loc:

Anh khéng U trong mQ nay. Anh khéng chd t dau em.
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Bai thd khong tla va tac gil 0n danh trén, tac gi0 James E. Parker Jr. x0p lil n ngay sau phOn
mo t0 céi chitcla ToOng HIng d0 xem nhi vong hoa tang cho mit édng t00ng clt cach hao
hoa. BOi vi trong dli th0 0 ng va trong quan ngd, t00ng HIng v n khdng gilu di0c ngay c0 dili
I0p quan ph ¢ nhD ng nét nho nha va dang hao hoa cla mit ngi Ui dan éng. Nhilu ngd0i nhO n
xét, T0Ong Lé Van HO ng “cé t00 ng quan van hin la vé t00ng,” chdng qua édng quan van nay
phii khoac chilny, 4o gidp d0 dU n trong thdi chil n va trén chiln tri0ng ma théi! T0Ong HO ng
ctng co tilng la “ng00i chOu chdi,” nhOt 1a thOi con trai trd, ST quan con mang lon clp ay, clp ta,
nhilu phen “quiy t0i b0 n” sau chiln trin d00c vO I0i hiu c0 nghd ngdi. Oi, d6 1 nhi ng ndm anh
con tr0 cla mit ngdOitrai thdi ly o0 n sOng nay chOt mai. Thilt nght khéng ai qua khi't khe dUi
viiong t00ng.

NhOng r0i 6ng t00 ng khdng miy nam sau dé ciing ¢é ¢ hii, gl p thdithD a0 tr0 nO chi trai va
lam a0 p non s6ng: Khi tidt Lé Van HIng da thang hoa gilla chiln trl0ng Binh Long va hoa anh
hung Lé Van Hing da ni d0p t0i phong tuylln An LOc. Va rdi hOp hiitheo viln nO0c, phat culi
Lé TOOng Quan da chOn céi chit bi hung doi tr0 thanh b0t t0 trong I0ch sO va quan s Vilt Nam.

VOidingy vinh danh va ti0ng nidm t00ng Lé Van HIng, nli trang culli cl a tac phIm “Last Man
Out,” tac gi0 James E Parker, Jr. chinh vi vy da x0p bai thO khdéng t0 a, khéng tén tac gil vii
cau thl ch'm dit:

I am not there. | did not die.
Va sau chét, mit cau I0p ngdn di0c xem nhll quan hulln cla danh t00ng Douglas MacArthur:
“Duty, Honor, Country.”

Do not stand at my grave and weep is a poem written in 1932 by Mary Elizabeth Frye

Do not stand at my grave and weep,
I am not there; | do not sleep.

I am a thousand winds that blow,

| am the diamond glints on snow,

I am the sun on ripened grain,

| am the gentle autumn rain.

When you awaken in the morning’s hush
I am the swift uplifting rush

Of quiet birds in circling flight.

I am the soft starlight at night.

Do not stand at my grave and cry,

| am not there; | did not die.
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