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Nixon d& danh méat thal m quyén tinh than cula mé0t té0 ng théng

Carl Bernstein (trai, ao trfl ng) va Bob Woodward (pht i, a0 xanh)

Cau chuyl n cla hai chang phong vién trll v vO dit nhi p Watergate luc dl u khéng dic quln
chang va gili truydn thOng MO quan tam

Nghil Si Sam Ervin két thuc s00 nghiélp 20 nam 00 ThOOOng Vién vao nam 1974 va cdng bd
baln t00ng trinh cuGi cung vUi t0 cdch Chul Tilch uly ban Watergate cula Thi0Ong Viédn,
6ng da néu cau holi: “Watergate la gi?”

V6 sb nhi’'ng céu trall ITi da di00c dla ra trong 40 ndm qua kél t0 ngay 17 thdng Sdu, 1972,
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khi mé0t nhdm kel tré0 m malc dé I'n va di gang tay bl ng cao su da bill bat vao luc 2:30 sdng
tali trud sO0 Dallng Dan Chull dalt 00 toa nha Watergate 00 Washington. Bn ngay sau do,
toa Bal ch Oc culla Nixon dd dl a ra cau tral I0i: “M60t s6 phan t00 ¢ thél ¢6 lam to chuyéln
nay hin tdm mOc cula nd”, tham vul bdo chi Ronald Ziegler da mil a mai, coi tho0ng chuyélin
nay nhl mo0t vul “tré0 m hallng ba”.

Lioch s00 da chI’'ng minh nd hoan toan khéng phalli nh valy. Hai nam sau, Richard Nixon tr0
thanh t60 ng théng Hoa Ky dau tién va duy nhéat phali t0 chlIc, vai tré culla 6ng trong &m miu
phal m té0i caln trl0 cong ly — che dally vul Watergate — da di0c chi'ng tol ré rang.

MO0t cu tral ITi khdc d4 tén tali t0 dd, thO Tng khéng bl thach thi c: dd l1a quan ni€l m rang
bao che con té0 hin té0i phalm. TO t000ng nay lam nhol di tdm cI va hanh dé0 ng phallm
phdp cula Nixon.

Tral ITi cula Ervin cho chinh cau holli culla 6ng 160 ré tdm quan trol ng cull a Watergate:
“Trong khudn khi culc blu ¢l TOng ThOng nam 1972, [Watergate da] pha huDy uy tin cul a tién
trinh dé c00 va bau ci0 Télng Thdng Hoa Ky.” Nhi ng Watergate con hiin thé nTa. 0 ttm mOc
dol ¢ halli nhét, Watergate la mit cul c tén céng trl trdo va lil u linh, do chinh Nixon chil huy,
chéng laldi tdm didm culla nén dan chul Hoa Ky: Hién Phdp, hél théng bau cl0 t00 do cula
chung ta, ché dél phdp tril.

Ngay nay — hin gdp bUi thdi did m khi chung t6i m0i t00 ng thult cAu chuyln nay qua cl0ng v
la nh’'ng phong vién trell cul a bdo Washington Post —da c6 nhiéu di li0 u cung cdp nh’ng cau
trall I0i va tang chi’'ng ranh ranh vé Watergate cung y nghia cul a nd.

NhO'ng dO liDu d4& lién tul c banh tr0 0 ng qua nhilu thal p nién v'i nhi ng bl n ghi t0 nh’'ng cuén
bang bi malt dai hang tram gill cul a Nixon, bl sung chi tiét va van call nh cho nhi’'ng cuéll ¢
diéu trén tali Th0DOng va Hal viédn Quéc H6Oi; nh'ng phién toa va ITi nhaln té0i cula
khoall ng 40 thudl c hall va c60 ng tdc cull a Nixon da vao tu; va nhi'ng hdi ky cul a Nixon va cdc
phul td. Nh’'ng tai liél u nh0 valy giup ta phat hiln sO ch0 ding cul a ca nhan t60 ng théng
trong qua trinh r60 ng IT'n vé tinh bdo chinh trid, &m mOu phad hoalli va nh’'ng viél ¢ lam phi phap
khac chéng lali nh'ng kel thu dich thO 0 c hay trong tam t000ng cul a 6ng.

Trong khoall ng thi gian 5 nam r00i 00 chO'c t60 ng théng, bat ddu vao nam 1969, Nixon da phdt
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dél ng va diéu hanh nam cudl ¢ chién néi ti€p hol ¢ xen kil— chéng lali phong trao phal n dGi
cudl c chién Viélt Nam, gilli truyén théng, phe Dan Chul, hél théng t0 phdp va, cudi cung,
chéng ladi chinh lioch sO0. Tat cal phalln allnh mé0lt tdm dila va mé0t cung cdch hanh x00 rOt
tiéu bilu va cé bilt vO Nixon: San sang coi thiTng phdp ludlt cho quyén I00i chinh tri0, va
phi0ng thdc “bli I6ng tim vOt” cdc dbi thul nhD mO ¢ dich chinh d0 duy tri chU'c vil t60 ng théng
cula 6ng.

Nhilu nam tri'c khi vul dé0t nhal p Watergate bung nél, cac chuyln do la, tré0 m cap, nghe
lén va phd hoalli chinh tril da tr00 thanh di 0 ng I6i trong Bal ch Oc cul a Nixon.

Watergate la gi? DJ la nam cudl ¢ chién cull a Nixon.

01. Cudl c chiél n chél ng lali phong trallo phaln chiéln

Cud0 ¢ chién dau tién cul a Nixon la chéng lali phong trao chdng chién tranh Viélt Nam. TA0 ng
théng cho rang dd la cudl ¢ néli daly cd tinh chit lalt d60 va nghi rang nd bd tay éng trong
viél ¢ diéu hanh cublc chién 00 Bong Nam A theo dilng Ii ca 6ng. Vao nam 1970, 6ng chép
thual n K& hoall ch Huston t6i malt, cho phep CIA, FBI va cdc din vil quén bdo tang clUng
theo ddi bang cdc dull ng cull di€lin t00 cdc cd nhan bil coi la “de dolla an ninh nédi dila”.
Trong s céac biln phap cla ki holch la vil c chall n thl va nli lo0 ng hal n ché vé chuyln “xam
nhalp lén 14t ” —ndi cach khac, nhing v dé0t nhal p hay ludc lo0i mOt.

Thomas Charles Huston, ngi i phul td cul a Badch Oc dd thal o ra ké hoal ch nay, ndi vIi
Nixon rang no bat hi 0 p phdp, nhi ng t60 ng théng van c’ chdp thual n. N6 d& khéng dil0c
chinh thI'c rdt lali, cho dén khi Gidam Déc FBI J. Edgar Hoover phall n d6i — khong phili trén
nguyén tlc dl o dU ¢, nhi ng vi Hoover quan niéllm rang nhi'ng chuyélin dd la I0n quyln cula
FBI. Khéng nao nuing, Nixon van chu tdm vao nhi’'ng viél ¢ lam do.

Trong mé0t balln ghi nh” dé ngay 3 thang Ba, 1970, phull td t60 ng thdng Patrick Buchanan viét
cho Nixon vé diéu 6ng ta goli la “c0 ché hda nang I00 ¢ cul a phe tall tal p trung vao nhi’ng cl
s00 Ong hi Balng Dan Chull”. Balc biélt quan tam la Viél n Brookings, mé0t c0 sO0 “suy tinh”
(think tank) tal i Washington thién vé phe tal.
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Vao ngay 17 thang Sdu, 1971 — dung mé0t nam trl 'c vul d60t nhal p vao Watergate — Nixon
gal p “chief of staff” cula 6ng, ch'c vull t00ng dl0ng bél trl00ng phul t60 ng thng, H.R. “Bob”
Haldeman talli Phong Bau Dul ¢, va c6 van an ninh Henry Kissinger. V&n dé di00c thalo ludln
la m60t hé sU vé viél c cliu tdng théng Lyndon Johnson ra |€0 nh ngdng ném bom [Bac] Viélt
Nam vao nam 1968.

Theo bang ghi &m cubl ¢ hol p, Haldeman ndi: “Ta cd thél dola Johnson vé chuyél n nay, va
co thél la viéd c dang nén lam”.

“Dung thé”, Kissinger ndi, “nhi ng Bob va t6i da c6 gang gom chuyél n trli danh nay lali vIi
nhau trong nhiéu nam”. Hol muén cé toan vl n cau chuyll n vé nhi’'ng hanh d60 ng culla
Johnson.

“Huston thé dél ¢ rang cd moit hd sO tali Brookings”, Haldeman ndi.

“Bob”, Nixon ndi, “bay gil anh nh ké hoall ch Huston chd'? ThiOc hiéln di.... Téi mudén ndi, toi
muén nd d000c thiDc hiéln trén can bal n tr60 m cap. Trli ddnh thénh valt, délt nhalp va lay
nh’'ng hd si dd. Phd két sat dél 1ay nd”.

Nixon da khong dél chuyél n nay bil bol qua. MOTi ba ngay sau, theo mélt bang khdc ghi am
cudl ¢ déi thoalli viI'i Haldeman va Kissinger, t60 ng théng ndi: “Dé0t nhal p va ldy nd ra. Anh
hiélu chor?”

Sang hom sau, Nixon ndi: “Bob, tién hanh lam ngay chuyéln 00 Brookings di. T6i mudn dal p
cdi két sat 00 da”. Va tré hi n vao sang hém do, éng van dai dal ng, “Ai sé dé0t nhal p vao
Viél n Brookings?”

Cd nhiTng ly do khéng bao gill didlc tol t00ng, vul dé0t nhalp cd vell da khéng diid0c thi
hanh.
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2. Tral n chiél n ch8l ng truyél n thong

Cud0 ¢ chién thT’ nhi cul a Nixon khéng ngllng nghill chéng lali bdo chi, vi gil'i nay kién tri t00ng
thudlt thém nhiéu suy thodi vé chién tranh Viélt Nam va s00 h{u hi€l u cul a phong trao phalin
chién. Mal ¢ dau Hoover nghi rang 6ng ta da dell p K& hoall ch Huston, thdltrand da diilc
thOOc hiéln b00i cdac phul ta cao cap cula Nixon.

MoéOt dlin vil “ThOD éng nO0¢c” va nhdm tré0 m cdp di00c lalp ra d0Ti quyén diéu khiél n cul a
c6 van Balch Oc John Ehrlichman va méit phull td, 1a Egil Krogh, va lanh dalo bi0i tri00ng
nhom hanh dél ng cull a dam tr60 m Watergate trong t00ng lai, la c00u nhan vién hoalt dé0 ng
cula CIA la Howard Hunt va cO0u nhan vién FBI G. Gordon Liddy.

Hunt d000c mOOn nhi Ia mé0t tham vén vién b0 0i phul td chinh tri0 cula Nixon la Charles
Colson, ngl i chul trd0ng “khéng nhal n tu nhan” nhaly calm hi0p vi d00ng 16i cul a to0 ng
théng.

Chill dil nh cbng tdc ban dau la phd uy tin culla Daniel Ellsberg, ngd i d& cung cép tai li€lu
malt B60 Quéc Phong, mé0t lioch sO0 bi malt vé chién tranh Viélt Nam cho bdo chi vao nam
1971.

ChuyOn c4c tai liélu dic phl biln trén bao New York Times, Washington Post va cudi cung
cdc bdo khdc da khién Nixon néli gial n ghi lali trén nhi'ng cuén bang cul a éng ta, vé Ellsberg,
phong trao phal n chién, bdo chi, ngi 0i Do Thdi, ngdi My thién tal va cép tién trong Quéc HAD i
— tat cal déu bil gélp chung lali.

Mal ¢ dau Ellsberg da bil truy t6 vé té0i gidn diél p, todn ngl 0i cAm dau bl 0i Hunt va Liddy
déit nhal p van phong bdc si tdm vl n cl a Ellsberg, ki€m thong tin cd thél béi nhol Ellsberg va
pha huly uy tin cul a éng ta trong phong trao phaln chién.

“Anh khong thél bol qua, Bob”, Nixon ndi vI'i Haldeman vao ngay 29 thang Sdu, 1971. “Anh
khéng théll dél cho boln Do Thdi an cdp thl’ do réi khéng bil gi call. Anh hiélu cho?”
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Ong ta ndi tiép: “Dan chuing khong tin bl n tri thd ¢ Mil n BDéng Hoa KO . H&n la dan Harvard. Han
la Do Théi. Anh biét chll, va han la mé0t tén tri thO'c ngalo maln”.

SO0 ky thil gialn d cula Nixon da di00c biét ré b0 0i nhi'ng ng00i lam viéd ¢ gan éng ta, kél
call mélt sé phull td ngddi Do Thai. NhO chung téi d& viét trong cuén sdch vao nam 1976,
Nh'ng Ngay Cudi Cung, (The Final Days) la 6ng ta thd 0 ng ndi vUi cdc phul ta, kél cal
Kissinger, rang “bol n Do Théi quyl quyélt tim cdch hali toi”.

Trong mé0t cubl ¢ ndi truyél n vI'i Haldeman vao ngay 3 théng Baly, 1971, 6ng ta ndi: “Chinh
quyén day bolln Do Thai. ThI' nhi, hdu hét Do Thai khdng trung thanh. Anh biét t6i ndi gi
khéng? Chtuing ta ¢ mélt Garment [c6 van Ball ch Oc Leonard Garment] va moit Kissinger va,
dung ra, mo0t Safire [ngd i viét di€n van cho to0 ng théng William Safire], va, nhl Tri, hol la
nh’'ng ngl Ui ngoali I€0. Nhi ng Bob, ndi chung, anh khdng thél tin bol n chd dell dd. “Chang la
dam phln ch0.”

Vul Ellsberg lam I60 tai liél u malt dilng da dung di0ng sC thanh kién va da nghi cl a 6ng ta.

B0 ddp O'ng nh’'ng tiét 160 tin malt cho bdo chi vé Viélt Nam [nghi la phat xult t0 phe khuynh
t0], vao nam 1969, Kissinger ra [é0 nh cho FBI nghe lén diél n thoalli cula 17 nha béo va phul
td Bal ch Oc, khéng co s chép thualn cull a toa dn.

Nhiéu balln tin di0a trén nh’ng ti€t 160 chit v n sO tién bl trong n6 I00 ¢ chién tranh culla My,
lam néng thém phong trao phal n chién. Trong m60t cuén bang ghi &m t0 Phong Bau Dul ¢ vao
ngay 22 thdang Hai, 1971, Nixon ndi, “Quan sat v n dl tr00c mOt, sé€ dé dang hi n nhiéu, phali
valy khéng, nlu ta c6 thi diéu khiélln cudl ¢ chién nay theo molt Al ng 16i dol c tai, giét hét
boll n ky giall va ti€p tull c cudl ¢ chién”.

“Bdo chi la kel thu cula ta”, Nixon giali thich nam ngay sau trong cuél c holp vIi B6 DBéc
Thomas H. Moorer, chul ti0 ch B60 Tham MO u Lién Quén, theo m60t cuén bang khéc. “Kel thu.
Ong hiélu chr?... Bay gill, dng bao gill hanh dd0ng nhl valy... m0i hol uéng, 6ng biét chl,
déi x00 t00 té€ vUi hol, lam nhO éng thich Iam nhO thé, nhi éng muln ¢ gang giup dI. NhO ng
dlng giup d0 bol n chd dell dd. BUng bao gil. BOOi vi chung nd s€ cd gang cdm dao dam
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thal ng vao hdng chuing ta”.

3. Tral n chiél n chél ng phe Dan Chul

Trong tral n chién th’ ba cul a Nixon, édng dung vé khi c6 sin—ThilO 6ng nO0c, nghe lén va
tr60 m cap — va cho chung chéng laldi phia Dan Chul th0 0 thach viélc tdi c00 cula éng.

John N. Mitchell, ngi i than tin va d'ng dau ban vain dél ng cul a Nixon, gal p Liddy tali BoO
TO Phdp vao dau nam 1972, khi Mitchell la B0 Tr000ng b6l nay. Liddy dél trinh ké hoall ch
mo0t triél u db la, mang tén “Ngol ¢ thal ch” (Gemstone) dél do tham va phd hoalli trong cuélc
valn dé0 ng bau ci0 té0ng thdng sap tli.

Theo t00ng trinh cuda ThiOOng Viél n vé Watergate va theo h6i ky cul a Liddy vao nam 1980,
anh ta dung sl dé nhiéu mau do CIA sdp dalt dé0 mé tal cdc thanh phan cull a ké hoall ch.
Chién dil ch Kim c00ng sé vé hiélu hda nhi'ng ngd i biél u tinh chéng chién tranh bang nh’ng
todn del p trd0 m cO'p va nhdm bat cdc; Chién dilch Than dd s€ don tién mait cho Dan Biélu
Shirley Chisholm, mé0t nT dan biél u da den t0 Brooklyn muén di00c dalng Dan Chull dé cil
tranh chiI'c t60 ng thdng, trong ¢ gang gieo chia ré vi chul ng té0 ¢ va gili tinh trong dal ng;
Chién dil ch Opal dung cdc dullng cull diél'n t00 theo d6i cdc mul ¢ ti€éu khdc nhau, kél cal
trul sO0 trung 00ng culla cdc O'ng c00 vién thudl ¢ dad ng Dan Chul trong cuél ¢ bau c00 té0 ng
théng la Edmund Muskie va George McGovern; Chién dill ch Sapphire sé€ bé tri mélt sé gdi
diém trén mé0t du thuyén, cd dalt dul ng cul nghe Ién, dal u ngoai bai biél n Miami vao dilp
dién ra Bali héli toan quéc BPalng Dan Chul.

Mitchell t0 chéi ké hoall ch va bal o Liddy dét si dé. Trong cudl ¢ hol p thl” nhi, gén ba tuan sau,
Liddy dél trinh mé0t ké hoall ch thu gol n, chil con tén nd0a triédu dé la; Mitchell lali t0 chéi.
Nh0 ng chal ng bao lau sau dd, Mitchell chdp thual n ké hoal ch t6n 250.000 d6 la, theo ITi Jeb
Magruder, phul td tr000ng ban valn dé0 ng. N6 bao gém viéll ¢ thu gdp tin tinh bdo vé phia Dan
Chul, qua nghe lén va tré0 m cap.

Qua ITi khai hiTu thél sau dd, Mitchell chéi viél ¢ chdp thual n k& hoall ch. Ong khai da ndi vIi
Magruder: “Chung ta khédng can th ndy. Téi chdn nghe vé nd rdi”. Theo ITi khai cul a chinh
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ong, 6ng ta da khéng phaln déi vlI'i ly do ké hoallch bét hi 0 p phap.

Vao ngay 10 thang MOTi, 1972, chuing t6i da viét mélt bai trén Washington Post, néu ra nh’ng
phd hoalli ré0 ng I'n va hoallt d60 ng do thdm cul a ban vain dél ng cho Nixon va Bail ch Oc,
cdch riéng chdng lali Muskie, va ndi rang vull tré0 m talli Watergate khéng la sii0 viélc din lel.
Bai bdo ndi rang it nhédt cd 50 vull d4 can d0 vao viél ¢ do thdam va phd hoali, nhiéu vull trong
s6 nay dii quyén chil huy cula mélt ludlt sO trel tuéli OO California la Donald Segretti, nhiéu
ngay sau, chung t6i t0 0ng thudlt rang Segretti d&d d000c mOOn bd0i Dwight Chapin, thd ky phul
trach tiép kién cul a Nixon. (UDy ban Watergate Thi 00 ng Viédn sau do tim thdy trén 50 ngi Ui
pha hoalli, kéJ call 22 ngdli di00c Segretti tral cong).

Herbert Kalmbach, th0 ky riéng culla Nixon, lay trén 43.000 dé la t0 quy valn dél ng con tha
trall cho Segretti vé cdc hoallt dé0 ng nay. TO dau ti cudi chién dil ch, Howard Hunt da déu
daln lién lal c vOi Segretti.

Cublc diéu tra cula Tho OO ng Viél n da cung cdp thém nhiéu chi tiét vé si0 hTu hiéJu cul a
nh’'ng n6 I00c tham kin chdng ladi Muskie, ngl Ui vao nam 1971 va dau nam 1972 dd diilc
Ballch Oc coi nhil nhan valt Dan Chull ¢é khall n&ng nhat déll ddnh lali Nixon. Ban vain
dol ng cul a t60 ng théng da tral cho nglUi tai xé culla Muskie, mo0t val n d60 ng vién tinh
nguyél n tén la Elmer Wyatt, m&i thang mo0t ngan dé la dél chull p nh'ng bal n ghi nhT’ néU
bél, gidy t0 cat ci0 dila vil, tai liélu lilch trinh va chién ID00 ¢, va trao badn sao cho Mitchell
cung ban val n dol ng cul a Nixon.

Hanh dél ng phd hoali khdc nham thal ng vao Muskie gém call théng cdo bdo chi giall va
nh’'ng t6 cdo hoalt d6l ng tinh dul ¢ sai trdi chéng lali cac I'ng cO0 vién Dan Chul khdc — viét
ra trén nh’'ng gidy mang tiéu dé gial cul a Muskie. Mé0t tro chli balln d000c U a thich d& gay
thiél't hali tali nh'ng dié0 m ddng chan val n dé0 ng lién hél Ui viél c 18y hét gidy culla cdc
phull td Muskie dé0 ngoai hanh lang khdch sal n cho ddnh bdng, r6i dem lié0 ng hét vao thung
cha rdc.

Haldeman, gil’ ch'c t00ng d00ng vi B&0 Tr000ng Phul Téng Théng, ¢ vdn cho Nixon vé ké
hoall ch pha hoalli culla Chapin-Segretti vao thang Nam, 1971, theo mélt trong nhi’'ng cuén
bang cul a t60 ng théng.
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Trong mé0t balln ghi nh gi0i cho Haldeman va Mitchell, dé ngay 12 thang T0O, 1972, Patrick
Buchanan va mé0t phul td khdc cul a Nixon viét: “Mull ¢ tiéu dau tién cull a chung ta, dél ngan
ngla Nghil Si Muskie si'm hét hét phi€u trong cdc cudl ¢ bau ci0 sO bél, ball o dal m két qual
tali dalli hé0i vao thdng T0O, va doan két Bballng Dan Chull sau I0 ng éng ta vao mua Thu, d&
di00c hoan téat”.

Cédc cubn bang con cho biét n6i am al nh cul a Nixon déi vi'i m60t nhan valt khadc culla dall ng
Dan Chul : Nghil Si Edward Kennedy. M0t trong nh’'ng céng tdc sU'm nhét cull a Hunt lam cho
Bal ch Oc la dao sau nh’'ng bal n thil u trong cudl ¢ séng tinh dul ¢ cul a Kennedy, bit dlu t0
vl tai naln xe hdi nam 1969 tali Chappaquiddick, Mass., lam thié0t mallng mé0t n” phul td
tred culla Kennedy, cé Mary Jo Kopechne. Mal ¢ dau Kennedy d& tuyén b6 khéng 0'ng ¢l

t60 ng théng vao nam 1972, 6ng ta chi ¢ chin sé€ gill vai tro quan tro ng trong cuél ¢ vl n dll ng
nay, va chia loali boll chuyOn Ong c00 vao nam 1976.

“T6i rét mubn cd di 00 c bang ghi am Kennedy”, Nixon ndi vl'i Haldeman vao théng TO nam
1971. Theo cudn sdch cul a Haldeman vao nam 1994, Nhalt Ky Haldeman, (The Haldeman
Diaries) t60 ng théng con mudén chul p hinh Kennedy trong tinh trall ng dang ché trach r6i tuén
hinh all nh cho bao chi.

Va khi Kennedy di00c Malt Vul ballo vél khi 6ng valn dé0 ng cho McGovern, O'ng vién di0c
Pallng Dan Chull dé cil, Nixon va Haldeman thal o lualln vé mélt ké hoall ch giall t100ng dél
gill 6ng ta trong tdm quan sdt: Holl sé€ cai mé0t nhan vién Malt Vull da vé hiu, Robert
Newbrand, ngi i da t0ng trong doan ball o vél Nixon khi 6ng la phd t60 ng théng, vao trong
nhdm bal o véll Kennedy.

“Tdi sé ndi vli Newbrand va ball o anh ta lam thé nao dél tiép caln”, Haldeman ndi, “vi
Newbrand sé lam béat c[ diéu gi t6i bal o anh ta lam”.

“Chuing ta co théll galp may bat di00c thang chd dell nay va lam han tiéu tung cho nam 767,
t60 ng théng ddp, va thém, “Chuyél n nay sé rat vui”.

Vao ngay 8 thdang Chin, 1971, Nixon ra 1é0 nh cho Ehrlichman chil dalo SO0 Thué (IRS) diéu
tra vé h6 sU né0 p thué cul a tat cal nhi’'ng ngldi cd thél 1a U'ng cO0 vién t60 ng théng thudl ¢
dalng Dan Chul, cdng nhi Kennedy. “Co phali chung ta theo dai viél ¢ no0 p thué cula hol
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khéng?” Nixon di00c holUi, va tral I7i: “Anh biét y cul a téi ch’'? Cd rat nhiéu vang 00 nh’ng
qual déi do”.

4. Traln chiél n t0 phalp

Viél ¢ bat giT bol n tro0 m Watergate khién Nixon phat dé0 ng tral n chién thd 10, chéng lali hél
théng t0 phdp Hoa Ky. Bd la cudl ¢ chién cula déi tra va tién duit I6t, moé0t &m mOu cén thiét

dél che dau vai tro culla nh’'ng vién ch'c hang dau va che dally nh’'ng viél ¢ lam phi phdp
cula ban valn dol ng cull a t60 ng théng nhi do thdm va phd hoali chinh tril, ké0 call nh’ng
chién dil ch ngdm ma Mitchell dd mé tall nhil 1a “nhT'ng khul ng khiép cul a Bal ch Oc” trong thili
nh'ng cudl ¢ diéu tran vé Watergate: K& hoal ch Huston, ddm Thoo Ong NOO'c, vul ddlt nhalp
Ellsberg, ké hoallch Ngoll ¢ thal ch culla Liddy va dé nghil délt nhalp tali Brookings.

Trong m60t bang ghi am ngay 23 théng Sdu, 1972, sdu ngay sau vull bat gl tal i Watergate,
Haldeman bdo dél ng Nixon rang “trong cudl ¢ diéu tra, nh0 t60 ng thdng biét, vul dé0t nhal p
dallng Dan Chul, chung ta trd0 ladilanh v Oc rac réi, vi FBI khéng ki€l m soat dil0c... cuélc
diéu tra culla hol bay gill hi['ng tTi vai lanh v ¢ hi€lu qual, vi hol ¢d thél tim ra manh mdéi
tién ballc”.

Haldeman ndi Mitchell da tinh t'i mél t ké hoal ch dél CIA néu ra rang bi malt an ninh quéc gia
s€ bil thiédt hali néu FBI khéng ngll ng cudl ¢ diéu tra vé Watergate.

Nixon chdp thudln &m miu nay va ra lIé0 nh cho Haldeman goli Giam B&c CIA Richard Helms
va Phg Gidm Ddéc la Vernon Walters. “Phalli chli mall nh tay”, t60 ng théng chil thil. “DJ la cach
hoU chi, va dd la cdch chuing ta sé chii nhd valy”.

NO6D i dung cubn bang da di0c céng bé vao ngay 5 thang Tam, 1974. B6n ngay sau, Nixon t0
chlc.

Mo0t cudn bang khdc ghi lali cudl ¢ thall o lual n talli Phong Bau Dul ¢ vao ngay 1 thdng Tdm,
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1972, sdu tuén sau khi bat dam kel tr60 m, va vao ngay bdo Post dang bai dau tién cull a chuing
t6i trinh bay rang quy valn dé0 ng cul a Nixon da chuyélin vao chil1ng mul ¢ ngan hang cul a
mo0t trong nhi'ng kel tré0 m bil bat.

Nixon va Haldeman thallo lualln vé viél ¢ tral tién mua chudl ¢ dam kel tré0 m va Ianh dal o
cula holl dé gill hoU kholi ndi vlUi cdc nha diéu tra lién bang. “Hol phali di00c tral tién”, Nixon

ndi. “Dd l1a tét call cho viél c nay”.

Vao ngay 21 thdang Ba, 1973, mélt trong nhi'ng trao doli ddang nh’ nhat tom di00c trén bang,
Nixon gallp ¢6 véan [phdp lualt] John W. Dean, ngi Ui t0 cudl c d60t nhal p da gill vai tro diéu
hi0p bao che.

“Chung ta bi0l de doa” bl i Hunt va cdc tén tré0 m, Dean bdo cdo, va thém nhiéu ngi i “sap
bat dau t00 dé0i ITi khai”.

“Anh can bao nhiéu tién?”, Nixon holi.

“T6i co thél ndi ddm nay sé lam tén mo0t triél u do la trong hai nam tIi”, Dean tral ITi.

“Va anh cd thél nhaln tién maolt”, t60 ng thdng ndi. “Toi, t6i biét cd thél kiém dillc 00 dau. Téi
mudn ndi, khdng dé dau, nhilng cd thél lam dinoc”.

Hunt doi ngay 120.000 d6 la. HoO thal o lualn vé viéll ¢ an xd cho anh ta va nhi’'ng kel tré0m
khdc.

“T6i khdng chac la Té0 ng Théng co thél bl o dim an xa cho anh ta”, Dean ndi. “Co thél dcd la
chuyél n quad nong”.
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“Khong thél lam chuyéln dd cho dén sau bau c0l 74, dd la cdi chac”, Nixon truyén bé.

R&i Haldeman vao phong, va Nixon hi 'ng sang viél ¢ fim cdch “lo cho méy thang ng6c dang
bil giam”.

Hol thal o lual n vé s6 tién bi madt 350.000 d6 la dang gil trong Bal ch Oc, viél ¢ khal di cd
thél nhl cdc linh mul ¢ gidp kin ddo tra0 tién cho boln tré0 m, “ri0a tién” qua Las Vegas hay
cdc nha ddnh cd c000c 00 New York, va triélu tall p mé0t dali bdi thallm doan mUi dél moli
ng00di cd thél chol n thadi dé0 im a0 ng theo tu chinh Hién Phdp Tho' Nam hay nali ¢ tri nhI
suy thoai. Cuéi cung, holl quyét dillnh c00 Mitchell lam cuél c valn dél ng gay quy khaln cap.

T60ng théng khen ngl Ui nh'ng c6 gang cul a Dean. “Anh lo chuyél n nay rat dung. Anh c6 gill
nd. Bay gill, sau bau ¢, chiing ta phalli co mélt ké hoal ch khdc”.

05. Traln chiéln trén lich s

Tral n chién cudi cung cul a Nixon, van con kéo dai ngay call dén ngay nay bl i mélt sé phul
td va cdc sO0 gia xét lali, nham giallm di mU'c quan trod ng culla Watergate va trinh bay nd nhi
la mé0t diédm trong sO0 nghiél p cul a t60 ng thdng. Nixon séng thém 20 nam sau khi t0 chl’'c
va lam viél c knong mélt moli del gial m thiél u xi cang dan nay.

Mal ¢ dau 6ng chdp nhaln toan xa t0 Tél ng Théng Gerald Ford, Nixon nhdn mal nh rang 6ng
da khoéng phallm bét ¢ té0i gi. Trong cudl ¢ pholl ng vdn nam 1977 danh cho nha bdo Anh
David Frost, 6ng ndi rang 6ng da “lam nhan dan Hoa Ky bl th0t v ng”, nhi ng éng da khéng
calln tr00 cbng ly. “T6i da khdng nghi dd 1a mélt si0 bao che. Téi da khéng chull tdm bao che.
T6i mudn ndi, néu tbi dil nh bao che, tin téi di, t6i dd lam di00c diéu dg”.

Trong héi ky RN vao nam 1978, Nixon da ndi vé vai tro culla 6ng trong vul Watergate: “Nh’'ng
hanh dé0 ng va thiéu sdt cull a t6i, trong khi ddng tiéc va cd thél khdng bao chila di00c, nhi ng
khong thél truét phé dii0c”. MOTi hai nam sau do, trong cuén sdach Trong B0 u TrI0ng (In the
Arena), 6ng ché bai hang td “huyén thoalli” vé Watergate va ndi rang 6ng vo té0i vé rét nhiéu t6
cdo chdéng lali 6ng. Mé0t huyén thoali, 6ng ndi, la éng ra Ié0 nh tral tién mua chudl ¢ cho Hunt
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va nhi'ng ngd i khdc. Nhi ng bang ghi &m ngay 21 thang Ba, 1973, cho thdy 6ng ra I1é0 nh cho
Dean |y tién i 12 Ian.

Ngay call bay gill, van con nh’'ng ban tay cu culla Nixon va nhi'ng ngi i bénh vilc, hol loali
boll sl quan trol ng culla Watergate, hay ndi rang nhi'ng cau holi chinh van chlla di00c tral
ITi. Nam nay, Thomas Mallon, giam déc chd 0 ng trinh viét sang tall o talli Dali hol ¢ George
Washington, xuat bal n mé0t cuén truyél n mang t00a Watergate, mé0t truyél n ddi khi di dol' m
va hoan toan til'u thuy&t gém nhiéu vai thalt. Frank Gannon, c00u phull td Balch Oc thli Nixon
bay gill lam cho CO SO0 Nixon, da di€l m cudn sdach nay cho Wall Street Journal.

Gannon viét: “NhT’ng gi phat xuat t0 Watergate Ia m60t n0i hoang mang tham séau v bao nhiéu
diéu chung ta van chi a biét khi d0 cOp din nhi’'ng sO0 viél ¢ trong ngay 17 thang Sdu, 1972”.
“Aira |0 nh délt nhal p?... Mulc dich thODc sO0 la gi? Phali chang nd da dilc ¢ y lam
holng? CIA da can di0 bao nhiéu?... Va lam thé nao mé0t chinh khdch c'ng ran va khén
ngoan nhi Richard Nixon d& déll cho minh bil 1&0t nhao b0 0i mé0Ut “vul tr60 m halng ba?”

“Suy dodn culla quy vil cung t6t nhi cul a t6i”.

Di nhién, Gannon da dung khi néu ra rang con méit s6 cau holi chDa dii0c tral ITi —nhOng
khéng phalila nhO ng cau holi II'n nh&t. Bang cach chu troll ng vao nh’'ng chi tiét coi nhl nhol
nhalt lién can tTi vul tré0 m ngay 17 thang Sdu, 1972, 6ng da danh I0c h00ng chung ta ra kholi
cau truyélin I'n hOn.

Va vé cau truyéln dd, kholli can phali suy dodn.

Vao mua He nam 1974, khong phali bdo chi hay phia Dan Chull da di'ng |én chdng lali Nixon,
ma chinh la Pal ng CA0 ng Hoa cul a té0 ng théng.

Ngay 24 thdng Bally, T6i Cao Phdp Viél n ra phdan quyét 8 trén 0 rang Nixon phali trao nh’'ng
cu6n bang bi malt theo ITi yéu cau culla céng t6 vién dal c biéllt vé Watergate. Ba ngli i do
t60 ng thédng cholln 100 a vao toa dé — Thal m phdn Chul Til ch Warren E.Burger, Thal m phdn
Harry Blackmun va Thal m phdn Lewis Powell déng y vIi phdn quyét d6. M60t ngd i khdc do
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Nixon choOn I00a, Thal m phan William Rehnquist, {00 y khéng tham gia vul x00.

Ba ngay sau, sdu ngl i thuél ¢ dallng Co0 ng Hoa trong Uy Ban TO Phdp Hal Viéln cung VUi
phia Dan Chull bol phiéu theo ti0 160 27 trén 11, yéu céu truét phé Nixon vé chin hanh dél ng
calln tr00 cbng ly trong vul bao che Watergate.

Dén thang Tdm, de doll a truat phé Nixon talli Hal Viéln la diéu chac chan, va moéit nhdm
thudl ¢ dall ng Cél ng Hoa, lanh dallo bl 0i Nghil Si Barry Goldwater d& cung nhau tuyén bd
chl'c t60 ng théng cul a dng d4 tiéu tung. “Qud nhiéu gian ddi, qua nhiéu to0i 161", Goldwater nai.

Ngay 7 thdng Tdm, nhém nay g&0 p Nixon tali Balch Oc.

Cd bao nhiéu phiéu liéJu éng sé c6 dii0 c trong phién x00 tali Th0OOng Viéln? Té0 ng théng
hoCi.

“Téi lam mé0t cuél c dém dau ngl i hém nay”, Goldwater tral ITi, “va t6i khéng thél fim dillc
trén bén phiéu chac chan, va dd la nh'ng ngl i gia thuél ¢ mién Nam. Mo60t sé rét lo lang vé
cdc dién tién dang xally ra, va chila quyét dil nh, va téi la moéit trong s6 do”.

Ngay hém sau, Nixon Ién truyén hiinh quéc gia va loan bdo éng sé€ t0 chlc.

Trong nhal n dil nh cudi cung vé Watergate vlTi t0 cdch la mé0t nghil si, Sam Ervin 77 tuél i,
mé0t ngl Ui tdn Kinh hién phdp di00c nél trolng bl i cal hai dal ng, dalt ra cau holi cudi
cung: “Tali sao I0i co6 Watergate?”

Té0ng théng va cdc phull td, Ervin tral ITi, dd cd “mé0t them khdt quyén I00 ¢ chinh tril”. SO0
them khdt dg, 6ng gialli thich, “lam holl mu qudng tri'c nhi'ng suy xét vé dall o d'c va doi holi
bl0i phdp lualt; tri0 c cau cach ngdn cul a Aristotle ndi rang cai t6t clla con ngl i phalila mic
dich cula chinh tril .
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Nixon d&d danh méat thd0 m quyén tinh than cul a mo0t t60 ng thdng. Nh'ng cuén bang bi malt
culla 6ng — va nhi’ng gi chuing phii bay — cd € s€ la cl nghiélp tén tali lau dai nhét cula 6ng.
Qua chung, nglli ta da nghe 6ng ndi hdu nhi vé tal n vé nhiTng gi t6t cho 6ng, dilla vil cula
ong trong lilch sO0 va, trén hét, si0 han thu cul a 6ng, nh’'ng odn haln va miu chiUc tral thu.
Diéu co vell khéng bao gil di00c nhac dén la bat cI' thal o lual n nao vé nhi’ng gi t6t del p va
can thiét cho vdln mélnh cul a quéc gia.

Watergate ma chung téi da viét trén The Washington Post t 1972 dén 1974 khéng phalli la
Watergate nhi chung t6i di 00 ¢ biét hdm nay. NG chil Ia mo0t thodng nhin vao mé0t cai gi tél
h'n nhiéu. Cho dl n khi 6ng bill budlc phalli to chl'c, Nixon d4 bién Balch Oc culla 6ng, dén
mo0t mic khéng 100 ng, thanh mé0t doanh nghil p phi m phap.

Vao ngay 6ng rli toa Blch Oc, mung 9 thdng Tam, 1974, Nixon da dic mé0t di€n van t0 biélt
diy xdc cim tali BDong Phong trll 0'c cdc nhan vién, bal n hfTu va thanh phan Chinh Phul cul a
6ng. Ngi Ui trong gia dinh d0'ng v'i 6ng. Gan cudi ITi phat biél u, 6ng vay canh tay, nhil dél
nhan mal nh diéu quan trol ng nhat éng phali ndi.

“Ludn nhO rang”, 6ng nai, “nh’'ng ngl Ji khdc cd thél ghét ta, nhl ng nh'ng ng0 Ti ghét ta khéng
thang di00c tr khi ta ghét holl, va r6i ta t00 tiéu diélt chinh minh”.

SO0 thu ghét da dia éng xudng déc. Nixon cd vell dd nam dil00c y nghia sau xa nay, nhi ng da
qud tré. Ong ta da ti0 tiéu diélt minh réi.

0 Chuylnngd:Binh TO ThD A0
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