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TOi ThO Hai, 2 Thang Hai, vla qua, t0t ¢l b0y thanh vién HOi B0ng Thanh Phl Santa Ana dl ng
lo0t b0 philu thul n cho Nghl Quydt CO Vang, I0n dlu tién céng nhin la cl nay la bilu td0ng
cla cng ding Vilt Nam trong thanh phi.

Ciling t0i hém do, qua cac cll quan truyl n théng, I0n dlu tién nhidu ngl0i Vilt Nam bt dlu bilt
NghO Vién Vincent Sarmiento, tac gill cla nghU quydt nay.

Sau culc b phifu, nhilu ding h00ng din b0t tay 6ng va vi, ciing dang cé mOt 0 do, dl noGi 0
cImOn. MOt cé gai quin lén cO éng mit khan quang mau vang ba sic di. MOt cOu quan nhan
QLVNCH g0 phu hidu kim lo0i ¢6 hinh hai la c0 Vi0t-MO cla minh gdn |én &o 6ng va néi: “You
are my hero” (Ong la anh hung cl a ti).

MOt sO khac vay quanh éng nghl n ngao, khong néi gi ¢ (vi trl ngli ngébn ngd), nhl ng nhin 6ng
viicOp mOtbidtOn.

NhO ng c6 nhilu chuyOn lién quan diln sO kil n I0ch sO nay ma it ai bilt t0i.

Mén qua li xi cho cilng diing Vilt Nam

“Ngh0 QuyOt CO Vang ma Santa Ana thong qua rdt c6 y nghia. Bay la mit thdi di0 m dung. bBay
la TOt c0a ngdOi Vit Nam. Qua s blo trd nghU quydt nay, t6i muln i xi cng dlng Viot Nam
nhan di p ddu nam,” Nghl Vién Vincent Sarmiento n6i trong I0n phiing vOn v i nh0t bao NgO Ui
Viot mOi day.

B0 nght quyOt nay dilc théng qua tli hom do, 6ng Sarmiento da phUi lam villc r0t khéo Iéo vi
“day la mOt vin dd quan trdng, khéng nhing la nidm t0 hao cla clng di ng Vilt Nam ma con
t0o mOt quan ho t0t gila chinh quyd n thanh ph0 va ngi0i dan.”
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NghU Vién Vincent Sarmiento con cho bilt, ngoai 6ng ra, 6ng Ken Khanh Nguyln, 0y vién
thanh phl Santa Ana dUc trach céng vién va gili tri, cing gili thich v i cac nghl vién khac va
Tho Tr00ng Miguel Pulido d0 hO ¢é thD b0 phidu thuln.

“Téi da néi vii hi ring dlivOicOng ding Vilt Nam, CO Vang c6 gia trd r0t cao. Santa Ana la
ndinhiDu ngd0i Viot Nam d0t chan din sau khi culc chiln Vilt Nam chOm d0t nam 1975 va la
ndi Little Saigon b0t d0u. Trong khi nhilu ndi t0i Hoa KO da cong nhi'n CO Vang, Santa Ana
chOa lam nhO vO'y,” 6ng Ken Khanh Nguyln kO.

Tr00c Santa Ana, c6 14 tilu bang, 7 quin hit va 88 thanh phU t0i Hoa KO chinh thlc cong nhi n
CO Vang.

“Téi cang hanh dilin hi'n khit0t c0 ding vidn cOa tdi dl u bl philu thuln vi day la mitvOn a0 t0
nhO,” 6ng Sarmiento no6i thém.

Nghi ngll cla ding viln va can thilp t0 bén ngoai

Tr00c day, NghO QuyOdt CO Vang do Phé ThO Trl0ng Brett Franklin va hai NghO Vién Mike
Garcia va Jose Solorio dla ra nam 2003 nhing b0 thOt bOi.

P0u nam 2007, 6ng Sarmiento di0c¢ bl nhidm thay th0 NghO Vién Jose Soloriosau khi 6ng nay
di0c blu lam dén bil u tid u bang.

Tr00c ngay kO nidm 30 Thang TO, 2008, NghO Vién Vincent Sarmiento dlla ra NghO QuyOt CO
Vang mOtI0n n0a, nhing bl 10y khdi nghd trinh [am vil ¢, vi m0t sO diing viln cOa 6ng cho ring
“6ng lam vi md ¢ dich chinh tr0 riéng t0,” tO ¢ la tim cach kil m philu cO tri Vidt Nam trong cullc
blu cl vao Thang MOOi MOt.

NghU Vién Sarmiento khéng chiu thua.
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Ong néi vIi dng Ken Khanh Nguyl n ring “t6i s0 dla vin dl nay ra trd I0i va chd ng minh r0ng
t6i mul n vinh danh cng ddng Vilt Nam, chl khéng ph0i vi blu cl.”

Trong culc blu cl BOa HOt 1 cla Santa Ana hii Thang MOOi MOt, 2008, NghO Vién Vincent
Sarmiento thOng v vang vili 62.7% sU phil u b0 u.

Pilm dic biltla Bla HOt 1 n0m phia Béng Nam Santa Ana, phia Tay bt dlu t0 d00ng Bristol,
phia Bong Nam gidp Xa L0 55 va phia BOc giap Xa L0 5, khéng c6 nhilu cO tri g0c Vilt nh0 ba
diahit 3, 5va 6, gin holc gidp vOi Little Saigon.

“Trong c0 hai l0n thOt blitr00c, diu cé s can thilp cla B0 Ngoli Giao Hoa KO cting nh chinh
quyln Viot Nam,” NghO Vién Sarmiento kI .

“HO cho rdng nghl quyCt nay sO t0o ra tin hilu xOu trong quan hi gila hai quOd c gia. Téi ndi

rl ng dil u nay khéng c6 nghia la CO Vang thay th0 ¢ Viot Nam hiln nay. Chung t6i ch0 mun
cho mlingO0i bilt day la bilu hiln cla sl tén trdng clng ding Vilt Nam,” 6ng Sarmiento kU
til p.

“VOitl cach la mOt ludt s, t6i thOy ngdbn ngl cOa nghd quylt khdng cé gi la di ngoai khudn khi
ludt phéap c,” nghl vién nay noi thém.

Thay dUi chiln thuOt

NghC Vién Vincent Sarmiento kU : “Trong hai I0n tr00c, nghd quydt dilc dda vao nghl trinh lam
vil ¢ sUm. Nhan vién thanh ph phli xem xét mit thOi gian r0i mOi d0 nghU b0 philu thul n hay
chi ng. Bay chinh la lc ma bén ngoai can thilp vao, 0nh hi0ng cac nghU vién khac.”

“L0n nay, t6i khdng bl vao nghl trinh s m ma dung dil u kholn 411 c0a HOi B0ng Thanh Phl
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” A

dl nghD quyOtvao tri0c lac b0 philu mit ngay,” 6ng Sarmiento néi thém.

Dilu khol'n 411 cho phép mit ngh vién d0 mit dl nghd vao mdc 85 A ma khéng phli qua
nhéan vién vii difu kiln di0c sO Ong hO cOa hai nghl vién khac.

Hai nghl vién nay chinh la Ph6 Tho Tr00ng Claudia Alvarez va NghU Vién Sal Tinajero.

“T6i clm thOy tholi mai khi bilt cé ba philu 0ng hO. Téi khdng thl v n ddng ngl m nhi ng dng
vil n khac vi nhi vy la vi phOm ludt Brown Act. Tdi chl ndi vii hD tri0c culc bl phidu la téi
muln nghl quyOt nay dij0c thong qua nhd mit mén qua li xi cho cOng ding Vilt Nam. Va téi
bilt thO tr00ng va cac nghl vién khac sU ding y vUi ti I0n nay,” NghO Vién Sarmiento kD.

Ong Sarmiento cting cho ring s Ing hil cla Phé Thi Trd0ng Alvarez rlt quan trlng va cé thl
khiD' n cac nghll vién khac noi theo.

“Nam 2003, Phé Thi Tr00ng Alvarez tling b0 philu chD ng ngh quyCt nay trong khi Thd Tr00ng
Pulido b0 philu trd ng. Nay ba quylt dinh O0ng hi clng dilng Vit Nam. Va day la mdt tin hiDu
t0tdli vOi NghD Quydt CO Vang. HIn nda, cac thanh vién HOi B0 ng Thanh Phl Santa Ana ngay
tr00c th00ng cai nhau vO nhing vin dd rOtriéng t0. Nay thi khéng con nda. MOingiOi cé thd co
tid ng ndi chung nlu cOn thilt,” nghd vién nay kO til p.

TOi hém b0 philu, sau khi phat bilu 0ng h Nghl Quy0dt CO Vang, ba Claudia Alvarez d& rut 0
ngan kéo ra hai la ¢l Viot-M0O va di ngay tri0c mit minh.

MOt di0 m nO a, theo édng Sarmiento, ngbn ngll cla nghl quyltI0n nay da dilc 6ng, vOi sl giup
sl c cla 6ng Ken Khanh Nguyl n, thilo ra mit cach khac hin so vli hai lln tr00c.

“Nh0 vOy, thd tri0ng va cac nghU vién khac clm thO'y tholi mai hn,” dng Sarmiento kO .
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Do6i nét vl Nghl Vién Vincent Sarmiento

NghU Vién Vincent Sarmiento sinh ra tli Bolivia, Nam M0, din Hoa KO lac 1 tulli va sing t0i
Santa Ana t0 nam 1965.

Sau khi hoan t0t trung hi ¢, 6ng chuyln Ién dii hIc UC Berkeley va t0t nghil p c0 nhéan kinh t0.

Sau do, 6ng chuylln sang dii hIc UCLA va tit nghilp luCt.

Ong tng thic t0p t0i Quic HOi Tilu Bang California, 1am vilc cho mit céng ty lult tdi Irvine va
lam thD ky cho Toa ThiOng Thom California 0 Los Angeles va Biln Ly Cul ¢ Riverside County.

Ong c6 v va ba dla con. VI éng, cling la lult sO, hiln cung 6ng dil u hanh mit v&n phong lul't
do hai ngi0ilam chi t0i Santa Ana.

NghO Vién Vincent Sarmiento hiln dli dil n Khu VO ¢ 1 c0a Santa Ana. Nhil m kU cla 6ng s
chim dit vao nam 2012. (B.D.)
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